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Tur intention in PT” this Edition 


of the Memoirs of the Life of General 


Dumourier is to preſent the Public with au- 
| thentic Particulars of that celebrated Character 
in as convenient a form and at as little expence 


as poſlible ; Conciſeneſs has, therefore, been 


ſtudied where it could be adopted without 


omitting facts, or injuring the ſenſe of the 
Work : with this view the Tranſlator has 
ſubſtituted ſome prefatory Obſervations of his 
own, inſtead of the long and unintereſting 


polititical Diſquiſitions of which the Preface . 


to the Original is compoſed, 
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1 | PREFACE, 


* 


PRE FA C E. 


HE Hiſtories of all Governments in which 

the populace have had a conſiderable ſhare, 
abound. with ſtriking inſtances of ingratitude; 
and the ſubject of the preſent Memoirs may be 
regarded as a conſpicuous example of the mu- 
tability of fortune, and the trankent We of | 
public favour. | 


Cuulis ;mperexpalily flow in "thei accumula. 


tion, but ſudden and ſtupendous in their effects, 


have violently. ſhaken the political ſyſtems of 
Europe, and involved a large, a beautiful, and a 
populous country in the moſt horrible calamities ; 


to trace thoſe cauſes with accuracy, and to 


deſcribe their conſequences with candour and 
truth, is a taſk that can be only committed with 
propriety to the pen of ſome future Hiſtorian, 
who ſhall be remote from the conflicts of pre- 
Jjudice, and uninfluenced by the attachments of 


partiality, 


The delay however that is neceſſary to produce 
the value of hiſtory, does not accord with public 
impatience; and every detail relauve to the ſur- 


Priſing 


— 


. 1 6 1 
ing events that have happened ginn theſe 
few years on the Continent, is peruſed with the 
greateſt avidity: to prevent, therefore, as much | 
as poſſible, the forming of erroneous opinions, it 
is neceſſary to point out the ſources of informa. 
tion which are na the moſt authentic, and from 
this motive it is juſtifiable to recommend TusS.td 


MEMOIRS, independently of the curious particulars 
they contain. The writer of them has performed 
a very active part on the Revolutionary ſtage, 


and is at preſent the perſon moſt qualified to 
explain to us the intricacies of that political 
drama. It will not be wonderful, if in his de. 


lineations he have preſerved only the leading 


features of veracity; for the talents of Dumourier 


are known to have been connected with intrigue, 


and in the ſcenes he deſcribes he was perſonally 


and deeply intereſted; ſo that the judicious 


reader of an apology for the conduct of ſuch a 


character, will indulge with caution the cagernels 
of curioſity, 


In the dangers of war, and the arts of negotia- 


tion, Dumourier has been equally diſtinguiſhed 


and if in attempting to combine the character of 


a ſoldier, a ſtateſman, and an author, he yield to 


the ſuperior genius of a Cæſar and a Frederick, 


Fame has yet preſerved a niche in her temple for 


the diminutive hero, and the ſucceſs that attend- 
*% ed 
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ed hy DFE career will not be attributed 
entirely to fortune, 


Expatriated by the influence of the Jacobins, 


fuſpected and diſcountenanced by the confederate 


powers, Dumourier is now compelled to retire 


from that ſphere of activity in which nature 
deſtined him to move, and to mourn in ſolitude 


the calumny, and perſecution, with which his 
ungrateful countrymen have rewarded the brilliant 


victory of Jemappe, and the n acquiſition of 
Belgia. 


© i IG this cauſe Europe is doubtleſs indebted for 
an ingenious diſplay of the myſteries of the 


French Revolution; in this. ſolitude, has Du- 
mourier recorded the motives and the actions of 


himſelf and his contemporaries : they are thus 
publiſhed to the world, and if not illuſtrated 
with the profoundeſt wiſdom, are at leaſt narrated 
with livelineſs and perſpicuity, and accompanied 
by a profitable ſhrewdneſs of remark. 


MEMOIRS 


MEMOIRS 
or 


GENERAL DUMOURIER. 


FOR THE YEAR 1709. 


BOOK L 
CHAP. I. 


Early Incidents of Dumeurier's Life—Commencement ef the 
 Revalution—State and Characters of Parties in France. 


HE General begins his - memoirs at an advanced 
period of the Revolution; but for the ſatisfaction of 
our readers we preſent them with the moſt material inci» 
dents of the earlier part of the life of this celebrated character. 
He was born at Cambray in the year 1739, of reſpect- 
able rather than wealthy parents ; at the age of eighteen 
he entered the army, and at twenty-two, having ſignalized 
himſelf on various occaſions, and received many wounds, 
his merit was rewarded by the Croſs of the Order of St. 
Louis. 

After ſeveral gradations of ſervice he was in the year 
1769 promoted to the rank of colonel, and in 1770 was 
ſent to Poland in a public capacity by the Duke de Choi- 


ſeul, then Miniſter of France. 
B 1 The 


„ 
The negotiations of the French cabinet and the reſiſt- 
ance of the confederates proving ineffectual, the partition 
of Poland took place, and Dumourier returned into his 
own country ; when in 1772, being employed by Louis 
XV. in ſome ſecret buſineſs relative to the Swedith revolu- 
tion, and without the knowledge of the Duke d'Aiguillon, 
Miniſter for Foreign Affairs, he was expoſed to the dif. 
pleaſure of the latter, and by a Lettre de Cachet conducted 
to the Baſtile, where he remained till the death of the 
monarch, and the diſgrace of the duke. Soon after the 
commencement of the reign of Louis XVI. Dumourier 
regained his liberty; from the year 1775 to 1788 he was 
employed in various departments of public utility, and in 
1789 appointed Commandant of Cherbourg, which place 
he had formed the deſign of improving into a national har- 
bour. In that poſt he behaved with great firmneſs, and 
at the beginning of the Revolution, by his authority, conſi- 
derably checked the ebullitions of popular tumult. Du- 
mourier afterwards went to Paris, where he remained for 
two years, and in 1791 was appointed - to command the 
country from Nantes to Bourdeaux, in which ſituation he 
endeavoured as much as poſlible to put un end to the diſ- 
orders in La Vendee. In February 1792 he was recalled 
to Paris, and created Lieutenant General and Miniſter of 
Foreign Affairs. After various miniſterial arrangements 
Dumourier reſigned his ſituation as an adviſer of the 
Sovereign, and took the command of the army; then com- 
menced the moſt important part of Dumourier's life : under 
his ſucceſsful auſpices the Pruſſians were expelled from 
 Champagne—the battle of Jamappe was gained—and the 
conqueſt of the Netherlands added a temporary ſplendor to 


the French Republic ; but the courage that the French 
wy Re | had 


SW 11 1 i 

had aiſele pode in defending their liberties, was vitiated 4 
imprudence and faction; the rapidity of their ſucceſs per- 
ſuaded them they were 3 and the folly of extending 
their conqueſts could only be equalled by the rapacity and 
tyrannic violence with which they manifeſted their fraternal X 
ſentiments, | 

The conſtitution of France was now deſtroyed ; the 
King was impriſoned, and the country divided into two 
formidable factions, the Girondiſts (or Provincials) and 
the Jacobins of Paris. Among the former were many men 
of talents and eloquence, but of a ſubtile and intriguing 
character; for their own purpoſes they had aſſiſted in de- 
ſtroying the conſtitution; when that had fallen, they 
affected to make diſtinctions in anarchy, and to eſtabliſh 
their own power by the acquieſcence of other governments. 
This conduct procured them the diſdainful epithet of Po- 
liticians, or Men of the. Cabinet; and their antagoniſts did 
not fail to expoſe and to reproach their intrigues, © The 
party of Gironde had the greateſt influence in the Aſſembly, 
and for a time the poſſeſſion of the government : the Jaco- 
bins in effect ruled the city of Paris, its mob was at their 
devotion ; and they had corrupted and attached to their 
cauſe the federates who were invited from Marſeilles and 
other places by the oppoſite party. The leaders of the Jaco- 
bins were men of bolder talents, though of inferior educa- 
tion: their characters were turbulent and ferocious; they 
were careleſs of appearances, and purſued without diſguiſe 
or remorſe, every meaſure that tended to the diſſolution of | 
order, the plunder of property, and the inſecurity of lite, 

Such were the men under whoſe alternate influence 
France deſervingly incurred the odium of Europe. By 


clubs and cabals were the moſt important intereſts of the 
B 2 nation 
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nation diſcuſſed, and the baneful contagion was communj. 
cated to Geneva and Savoy. General Cuſtine had taken 
Worms, Spire, and Mayence, but by a ſtrange neglect, 
did not enter Coblentz ; he' had evacuated Franckfort, the 
inhabitants of which ſeverely ex perienced the rapacity and 
licentious inſolence of the French troops. Between' the 
army of Cuſtine and that of Dumourier in the Nether. 
lands, there was one commanded by General Bournonville, 
which had been much weakened in an ill- conducted and 
unſucceſsful expedition againſt Treves. The remains of 
this army having retired into cantonments in Lorraine, the 
Auſtrians and Pruſſians took poſſeſſion of the ſpace it had 
left open, and put an end to the communication between 
Cuſtine and Dumovrier. | 
The Miniſter of the War n Pache and his 

colleagues, had a perſonal enmity to Dumourier; by their 
treachery the army was completely diſorganized, the troops 
were both in want of diſcipline and ſubſiſtence, and the 
people of the Netherlands were inflamed to a high degree 
of diſcontent; for Cambon, Miniſter of Finance, had 
formed a raſh and unjuſt project of ſequeſtering the public 
treaſures of Belgium: a decree was framed for that purpoſe, 
and ſix commiſſioners were ſent to put it in execution. 
The ſanction of a decree could not ſhield this robbery from 
the deteſtation it deſerved, and the profligate characters of 
the commiſſioners aſſiſted to prevent the union of the 
Netherlands with France. Danton, a man of a vehement 
and deciſive temper, but with a mind unpoliſhed by edu- 
cation, and in perſon and manners extremely coarſe and 
diſguſting ; La Croix, a bully and a debauchee, deſtitute 
of all principle; Camus, a Janſeniſt, haughty, pedantic, 
and conceited ; 1 a character nearly of the ſame 
deſcription ; 


x 
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deſcription ; Merlin of Douty, a end but frac 
tious man, and extravagantly ſpeculative in his political 


opinions; Goſſuin, without any other qualities than bru- 
tality and ferocity; to theſe thirty-two aſſiſtant commiſ- 


fioners were added. creatures of the Jacobin Club, and 
who, by the moſt odious violence, attempted to force the 


Belgians to incorporate themſelves with France. The tree 
of liberty was planted amidſt the threatening claſh of arms. 
The emiſſaries of the Jacobins treated their unfortunate 


allies with every. ſpecies of outrage and irfult ; churches : 


were plundered ; private property arbitrarily confiſcated ; 


and all who dared to murmur at theſe exceſſes were im- 


priſoned as ſuſpicious perſons. At Paris the Mountain, 
(or Jacobin) and the Girondine party, who till divided the 
Convention, began more openly to manifeſt their animoſity 


againſt each other; but notwithſtanding their mutual ha- : 
ted, they both agreed in the perſecution of the King, whom 


it was determined to bring to trial ; nor were the Girondiſts 


aware that ſoon after promoting with all their influence 


the accompliſhment of this common meaſure, themſelves 
would become the victims of the Anarchiſts, and receive 
the reward of malice and of murder, During the confli& 


of theſe parties in the Convention incendiary tumults and 


afaſſinations diſtracted the city of Paris, a city proudly 
compared to Rome, but without Roman policy, and with 
more than the ſerocity even of Republican manners; a 
city abandoned to licentiouſneſs, and in which, during a 
few years, crimes have been committed whoſe number and 
enormity would ſeem the accumulation of many centuries. 


CHAP. 
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CH AP. II. | 
Famous Decree of the 19th of November 179 2—The State of 


the Army, and Dumourier's Remon ftlrances thereon, 


HE Convention, on the 19th of November 1792, 

| iſſued a fulminating decree, by which they invited 
the people of Europe to throw off their allegiance to their 
lawful ſovereigns, and promiſed. to aſſiſt in their attempts 
ſuch as were ſo diſpoſed. This decree, independently of 
its being a violent outrage on the law of nations, was in 
fact a vain and empty boaſt, and ill ſuited with the negleQed 
ſtate of the French military eſtabliſhment. Numourier, 
who had been appointed War Miniſter in June 1792, and 
which poſt he held but three days, during that time read to 
the Aſſembly a ſpirited memorial, complaining that the army 
was badly organized and provided, and that unleſs it be- 
came an object of immediate attention the public liberty 
would loſe its moſt effectual ſupport. This memorial 
paſſed without notice, and the campaign commenced under 
every diſadvantage ; victory, however, attended the foot- 
ſteps of the General: the demagogues of faction purſued 
him with the moſt inſulting calumnies and abſurd accuſa- 
tions, 'but could not entirely obſcure the reputation ot 
deſtroy the influence his merit had acquired. 

More effectual means were then uſed to ruin Dumourier. 
The reſources of the army were delayed or with-held, and 
the intereſts of the nation ſacrificed to the gratification of a 
baſe malignity. Servan had been Lieutenant Colonel in 
the month of May preceding : he was afterwards War 
Miniſter, but perceiving the difficulties of that department, 
pretended ſickneſs, reſigned, and was appointed General of 
the Army of the Pyrenees. This man, ſickly in the cabi - 

2 net, 


ww 


„ 


be, Tx ts 1 
net, and healthy i in \ the field, was an inſtance of the Eluat 
reform produced by the Revolution in the allotment of 
ublic places! 

By the influence of Roland, mihiſter of the Interior, 
pache was appointed to ſucceed Servan in the War De- 
partment : he choſe for his aſſiſtants Audouin his ſon- in- 


law; Meuſnier an academician, a man of ſome talent, 


but of extreme depravity of mind; and one Vandermond, 
a furious Jacobin, of the moſt vulgar manners, and who 


in conſequence of ſome villainous tranſactions, had formerly 


changed his name from Le Leivre to Hafſenfratz. The 


' buſineſs of the War Office was ſoon thrown into confuſion 


by theſe new miniſters: the old commiſſaries were diſ- 
charged, or dragged to priſon on the moſt frivolous pre- 
tences; the experienced clerks were turned out of their 
places, and ſucceeded by the moſt contemptible, raſcally, 
and ſanguinary Jacobins ; while the miſchievous cant of 


equality deſtroyed every appearance of official ſubordination. 


Such were the circumſtances under which was begun a 
campaign of the greateſt difficulty and hazard; the generals 
of all the armies were alarmed and remonſtrated, commiſ- 
ſioners were ſent by the Convention to enquire into theſe 
complaints, which their reports fully juſtified. Pache was 
ordered to the bar, but the Convention paſſed to the order 
of the day, and he and his aſſociates eſcaped with impu- 
nity. The manufaQtories of Paris were to ſupply the 
wants of the armies ; but by a ſyſtem of the groſſeſt miſ- 
management and peculation cloth and leather were bought 
along the banks of the Meuſe and conveyed to Paris, and 
after the materials had been manufactured, cloaks, ſhoes, 
Ke. were ſent from Paris to the armies at nearly three 


times the price for which they 11 gut haye been procured 


at 
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was very difficult for General Dumourier to bring his 
troops into a tolerable habit of military diſcipline: they 
were partly compoſed of volunteers, unaccuſtomed to ſer. 
vice, and alſo infected with the licentious ſpirit of the 
times. The captains, lieutenants, and ſubaltern officers, 


were choſen by the ſoldiers, and conſequently ſubject to 


the moſt inſolent and capricious treatment. 


The neceſlitous ſtate of the army, together with this 


diſpoſition of the ſoldiers, occaſioned the moſt violent ex- 
ceſſes: hunger, and the rage of diſeaſe, contributed largely 
to reduce its numbers; in ſhort, the city of Liege was a 


grave in which Frenchmen were immolated by heaps, | 
' while every ſtraggling ſoldier was cut off by the revenge of 


the plundered peaſants. By theſe diſaſters, General Du- 


mourier was prevented from obliging Clairfait to repaſs 
the Rhine, and therefore reſolved at any rate to ſecure the 


Meuſe, having ordered the army of the Ardennes, conſiſt. 


ing of 15,000 men, commanded by General Valence, to 


join him: he placed them on his right in the countries of 


Stavelo, Malmedy, Spa, Verviers, and Huy ; the Meuſe 


from Givet to Namur was occupied by General D'Harville,. 


with a body of 18,000 men ; his out-poſts were Ciney, 
Marche, and Rochefort. General Miranda's army occu- 
pied the left from Tongres to Ruremonde, and conſiſted 
alſo of 18,000 men, Battalions newly arrived from Paris 
garriſoned the Netherlands ; the line thus formed along the 
Meuſe amounted to between 65 and 70,000 troops: it 
might have ſeized on the country between the Meuſe and 
the Rhine, and occupied the banks of the latter from 
Burick to Cologne; but to have done this it would have 
been neceſſary firſt to take Maeſtricht; this Dumourier had 
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in his power, hut” was not permitted. to do from reaſons of 
imaginary policy; ſecondly, to place a garriſon in Juliers, 


but this was alſo not ſuffered, that the EleQor Palatine 
might not in diſpleaſure deliver the paſs of Manheim to 
the Auſtrians, and cut off Cuſtine's army from ' Alſace ; 
laſtly, that the army of Belgia ſhould by proper ſupplies of 
proviſion, arms, money, and cloathing, have been enabled 


to march in December, when the Imperialiſts ; mi ght have 


been compelled to repaſs the Rhine. It appeared to Ge- 
neral Dumourier that it would be impoſſible for him to pre- 


ſerve even his poſition on the Meuſe, while not in poſſeſ- 


fon of Guelders, Venloo, Maeſtricht, nor Juliers; and he 
communicated this opinion in letters to the Convention 
and the Miniſter at War. Towards the end of the No- 
vember preceding, Dumourier had come to a rupture with 
Pache, the War Miniſter, with the Jacobins who were his 
ſupporters, and with the Convention, whoſe blind folly 
neither prevented nor puniſhed the ſcandalous treatment of 


the armies. In December the trial of Louis XVI. com- 
menced: preparatory to his intended exertions on behalf of 


this mild and injured Sovereign, Dumourier endeavoured 


to find out if the ſentiments of his army were favourable to 


their Monarch ; the attempt was unſucceſsfal, for neither 


officers nor ſoldiers diſcovered the leaſt ſenſibility to the 


ſituation of the King, but perceived with diſguſt this mea- 
ſure of their General; who therefore in this ſtate of affairs, 
felt himſelf urgently inclined to viſit Paris, and try the 
effect of his Eng influence. | 
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his country dictated by rapacity and violence. By letters and 


t 37: 
HAP. III. 
85  Diparnure 7 Dumeurier from Liegt to Pari 75 Erie 


HE palace of the drin Biſhop was Dan 
reſidence at Liege, and there he anxiouſly brooded 

over the gloomy aſpect of public affairs. His victories had 
but ſerved to increaſe the calumnies of faction; and feeling 
himſelf 'implicated in the fate of France, he beheld, with 
the keeneſt regret, the advantages acquired by ſucceſs loſe 
their value by neglect and criminality, and the councils of 


memorials he endeavoured to excite an attention to the true 


| intereſts of the nation; but his advice was neglected or dif. 
dained, and the ſhallow philoſophy of revolutionary. elo- 
_ quence aſſerted that republics might practiſe ingratitude as 


2 virtue. Recompences were with-held from the conquer- 
ing ſoldiers of the general. becauſe he had applauded. their 
valour, and the nomination of officers made by the different 
generals were annulled ; new officers were ſent from Paris, 
and the fruits of conqueſt due to veterans were to be ga- 
thered by inexperience and ignorance : of theſe evils Du- 
mourier complained, and threatened to reſign if they did 
not meet with immediate redreſs, He alſo earneſtly re- 
queſted, as an indiſpenſible meaſure, the revocation of- the 
decree, by which the public property of Belgia was ſe- 
queſtered, and which had excited the moſt ſerious agita- 
tion. It was, however, determined that the decree ſhould 


begin to operate on the 1ſt of January. The honour 


of the general ſtimulated him to oppoſe its execution 
by all the means in his power.; for on his firſt entrance 
into the Netherlands he had proclaimed the Belgians to be 


the friends and brethren of the French, and promiſed his 
pen 


8 — 
{ 


| L 39 J 
protection of their own choice in civil and religious inſtitu 
tions. Cambon, the author of this abſurd and iniquitous 


decree, propoſed it as a method to defray the expences of 


the war; it was, however, productive of no advantage to 


France: it even deprived her of 40,000 men, and treaſure 


to the amount of fifty thouſand livres, with which the 
Belgians would chearfully have aſſiſted the common cauſe. 


By the decree it was ordered that the generals ſhould. cauſe 
the ſeals to be put on the public property; Dumourier | 


ſpurned at this diſhonourable office, and it was given to a 
ſet of ſcoundrels, who ſecreted for their own uſe a con» 
ſiderable part of the plunder. Theſe infamous tranſactions 
intirely alienated the minds of the Belgians from a con- 
nection with France. On theſe and other vexatious topics 
Dumourier explained his ſentiments in a conference held at 


Liege, between the commiſſioners, the generals, and the 


adminiſtrators,, who were to provide ſubliftence for the 
army. In this conference it clearly appeared that the 


army could not be ſupplied with proviſions even ta remain 


at Liege, much leſs to march forward; it was therefore 


reſolved that Camus, the Preſident of the Commiſſion, 


ſhould return to Paris, attended by General. Thouvenot : 
the firſt to make a general report on the ſubject; the latter 
for the purpoſe of explaining to the Military Committee 
the neceſſities of the army, and particularly to obtain, if 
poſſible, a revocation of the odious decree that was likely 


to ſeparate for ever the Belgie provinces from France. 


General Thouvenot was, a man of talents ; but the object 


of the embaſſy was defeated by the pride, conceit, and 


treachery of Camus, who arrogated to himſelf every oppor- 
tunity of ſpeaking on the bufineſs, negleRed to urge the 
true ſtate of the army, and defeated, by his obſtinacy and 
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miſrepreſentation, the meaſure which Puoutir hl Wine 
cipally at heart. 3 
Beſide the diſtreſſes of the army, and ht, Mais $97 
Belgium, Dumourier had a ſtill more intereſting motive to 
viſit Paris, for this was no other than an anxious deſire to 
avert the doom that impended over the head of the unhappy 
Louis; and it was the intention of the General to produce 
if poſſible a delay of the trial, by urging the various plans 
neceſſary for the external defence of the country, Theſe 
reflections agitated the mind of Dumourier, while his ene. 
mies, the Jacobins, vilified his character by aſſerting that he 
amuſed himſelf with courtezans and actreſſes. The Jaco- 
bins, fearing the perſonal influence of Dumourier, were un- 
willing that he ſhould come to Paris; he found it, therefore, 
| extremely difficult to obtain leave of abſence ; but the com- 
miſſioners perceiving that the ſoldiers ſtil! preſerved an at- 
tachment to their general, were compelled to declare in their 
letters, that if Dumourier ſhould reſign (which he had 
+ threatened to do if his defire was not complied with) the 
effect would be the immediate diſbanding of the army, 
Previous to this time Dumourier had ſent a proclamation 
from Liege, requiring the Belgians to convene their primary 
aſſemblies, for the purpoſe of chuſing a conſtituent one: 
the commiſſioners perceived that ſuch an event would de- 
prive them of their power over the public treaſures and the 
plunder of the churches ; they therefore delayed to publiſh 
the proclamation, and afterwards forbid the primary aſſem- 
blies to be held at Aloſt, the place on which. Dumourier 
fixed, for the purpoſe of preventing the influence of the 
mob of Bruſſels. The general was taught this method by 
experience ; for Louis XIV. might have avoided the licen- 
; 6 | tious 


= i 


* 


i (= 1 


Band interference of: the Pariſian Ok had he aſſembled 


the ſtates-general at any of the provincial towns. We 
Dumourier finding the rapacity of the French govern- 


men. inexorable, and that Belgia was to be the victim of 


its tyranny, haſtened on his Journey to Paris, that he might 


try every means to facilitate the object that more red | 


tantly engaged his "Np and attention. 


CHAP. IV. 


Arrival of Dumourier at Paris Incidents during his tb 8 


there Perſecuted by La ee and A 
rowly eſcapes all. aſſmation, | 


N the 4ſt of January Dumourier anon at Paris, 22 
being determined to avoid the reproach of courting 


popularity, which had been before imputed to him by the 


malice of the Jacobins, he remained five days in his apart- 
ments, compoling memorials on the miſconduct of which, 


while in the Netherlands, he had complained, and on the 
plans upon which the approaching campaign was to be 


conducted. Theſe memorials were not communicated to 
the Convention, by the negleR of the Preſident, Frielhard: 
Dumourier in a ſhort letter inſiſted on their being produced, 
and on the 11th of January an account of the affair was 
given to the Convention. The memorials. were not openly 
read there, but ſent to a committee of twenty-one members 
lately formed under the name of the Committee of Public 
Safety. The ſittings of this committee commenced on 


the 13th, and the memorials were read and diſcuſſed, the 


General being invited to aſſiſt; the groſſeſt ignorance of 
the buſineſs was diſcovered, ridiculous diſputes aroſe, and 
| not 
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not the leaſt progreſs was made at the end of. the ſitting, 

which laſted three hours. Another and more particular me- 

morial was demanded of the General; with ſuch a memo- 

rial Dumourier attended the fecond fitting, held on the 

. evening of the r5th, but the members of the committee 
were very negligent in their attendance ; the memorial, 
which was long, and contained a great number of very inte- 
reſting particulars, was but lightly examined, and no further 
notice was taken of the affair. In this ſitting General 
Valence read a memorial on the ſubject of new modelling 

the army, and ſupplying it with recruits, by incorporating 

the National Guards with the troops of the line; and this 

novel arrangement, the diſcuſſion of which would have been 

proper only in a time of profound peace, engaged the attention 

of an ignorant and frivolous committee, and the importagt 
conſiderations recommended by Dumourier were imme- 

1 diately forſaken. At the third ſitting General Biron read 
It a2 preſſing memorial, expoſing the miſconduct of the new 
1 - - contractors and the Committee of Contracts; the War 
bf | Miniſter was, in conſequence, ordered to attend, and was 
oroſsly treated by the members of this committee, who 

were pleaſed with any occaſion of humbling a miniſter, 
The buſineſs was afterwards ſent to the cognizance of the 
Military Committee, the character of which was extremely 
diſreputable, and the members of which were by no means 
qualified to diſcuſs a fubject of ſuch high national impor- 
tance. Dumourier afterwards attended a fourth fitting, 
when nothing of conſequence was tranſacted; the General 
therefore retired to a ſmall country-houſe at Clichy; but 
viſited Paris daily, being now entirely occupied by his 
' Wiſhes and exertions on behalf of the King. The General 

was never again required to attend the committee, and the 

molt 
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moſt 1 portant concerns of the nation were e ſuſpended ſor 
the purpoſe of proſecuting the trial of the King, who, 
during the whole of that infamous proceeding, ſuffered all 
that the moſt; diabolical malice and barbarity could inflict. 
Had the "memorials of Dumourier met with deſerved 
notice, 1 was his intention to have avowed his ſentiments 
in favour of 'the King, and openly to have ſolicited the 
interference of the public; but the influence of the General 
began to decline, and he himſelf became an object of ſuſ- 
picion and perſecution by the party whoſe criminal violence 
he had ſtrongly diſapproved. Dumourier was accuſed of 
having ſaid that his only motive in coming to Paris was * to 
fave the moſt honeſt man in the kingdom:“ this accuſa- 
tion was firſt made by General La Bourdonnaye, in re- 
venge for having been laſt year depri ved of the command of 
the army of the North, on account of complaints made 
againſt him by Dumourier. This charge was triumphantly 
iterated by the ſanguinary faction of Marat, who urged it 
as a proof of Dumourier's treaſon. The appellation of © the 
moſt honeſt man „ Kc. had indeed been truely beſtowed 
by the General on the King in a letter written in 1791; 
but who that was acquainted with the mildneſs and amia- 
bility of that Monarch could have ſuppoſed it poſſible that 
ſo juſt a tribute to his. virtues would draw down 3 
and vengeance on the perſon by whom it was offered ! 

The General attended the council every day, and in the 
evening returned to Clichy, and never dined with any of 
the miniſters, but Le Brun and Garat; he even openly 
avoided the houſes of Monge, Miniſter of the Marine 
Roland, Miniſter of the Home Department; Claviere, 
Miniſter of the Finances; and particularly that of Pache, 
the Miniſter of War. 
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The War Office: had become receptacle of filth wry 


villainy; Haſſenfratz and Meuſnier, the infamous Satellites 
of Pache, and their creatures, were inceſſantly employed in 
fabricating depoſitions, and forging papers to ſupport a 
charge made by Haſſenfratz at the Jacobin Club, that 
twelve hundred thouſand: livres had been embezzled wy 
Dumourier in the Belgian Contracts. 
Every poſſible method was taken to inflame the public 
apainſt the General ; men were inſtructed and paid to 


abuſe him in coffee-houſes, he himſelf heard a group of the 


moſt ignorant and licentious of the federates, propoſing to 
put his head on a pike ; and one day being warned of his 
danger by a tradeſman who had been his neighbour, he 
eſcaped from theſe ruftans with great . down a 


narrow paſſage. 


Santerre, the brutal commander of the National Guards 
of Paris, pretended great attachment to Dumourier, and 
frequently preſſed him to dine with his brother-in-law + 
his deſign was to entice him into the company of Marat, 
Theſe invitations were always politely evaded by the Ge- 
neral, who was compelled to treat the moſt abominable 
miſcreants with apparent reſpect, or riſk the danger of 


aſſaſſination. Another circumſtance rendered the ſituation 


of Dumourier critically dangerous; Marat had been caned 
on the Pontneuf by Colonel Weſterman, for having aſſerted 


in his Journal, that the Colonel was General Dumourier's 
creature, and the principal inſtrument of his peculations. 
Marat ſuppoſed the General himſelf to be the author of 


the inſult, and thirſted for revenge. Dumourier received 
every day innumerable cautions with reſpects to Marat's 
deſigns, and for the firſt time in his life found it neceſſary 
to carry. piſtols in his pocket by way of defence. Du Bois 
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de Crapch, a deſpicable coward, but one | of the a 


ſanguinary of the Jacobins, confiding in his bulk and 


ferocious countenance, one day inſulted Dumourier at table; 


the General by a manual application quickly reduced him 
to ſilence, and Du Bois de Crance in revenge made the 


Hall of the Convention reſound with his calumnies againſt 
Dumourier : a violent ſtorm now threatened the General, 


and his reſignation was eagerly expetted as the W for 


his aral trial, and deſtruction. 


Trial wy —=Condut . the diſfereni Deputies, 


and Refleftions of Gentral Dumourier thereupm. 
TITH ſimilar fury and malignity did theſe ail. 


graceful wretches precipitate. the King's trial. 


Europe is in poſſeſſion of the proofs, documents and plead- 
ings on the occaſion, and from them will poſterity _ learn 
to ſtigmatize a nation by whom the degent appearances of 
humanity and the eſſential forms of juſtice were ſo groſsly 
violated. Upwards of a hundred and fifty members of the 
Convention, printed and publiſhed their opinions previouſly 


to a knowledge of the facts that were abſolutely neceſſary . 


for their proper information on the ſubject; their votes 
therefore ought not to have been received in the deciſion ; 
but every privilege of an accuſed man on his trial was with- 


held from the unfortunate Louis. It is much to be 


wondered at, that among the three hundred and ten mem- 


bers who braving aſſaſſination voted in favour of the King, 
none could be found to inſiſt, that thoſe Deputies who had 


given a previous opinion ſhould not be entitled to vote; 
D 


but 
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but let not theſe humane and adventivus 1 men n think this 105 | 
mark means to ſmpute reprbach. Would that the writer of 
i theſe memoirs could confer upon their names a celebrity 

equel with the herolc energy that immortalized the plains 
of Marathon! To the Deputies who thus nobly diſtinguiſhed 
, themſelves in the midſt of an aſſembly infected with ctuelty, 
depravity, and cowardice, the Royal Family of France will 
owe an everlaſting. obligation. Yes, Juſt and feeling 
Citizens, receive the encomium of your ſenſibility and firm- 
neſs from a ſoldier, who eſteems your behaviour at that 
criſis. more courageous than any he ever witneſſed in battle, 
and exceeding in ſplendour the proudeſt military trophies ! 
The virtue you then diſplayed will in future times derive 
additional luſtre from being contraſted in the ſame page 
with the intriguing conduct of the Girondiſts, and which 
It ſhall be the taſk of General Dumourier to expoſe to the 
chaſtiſement of impartial hiſtory. It is difficult to diſcover 
whether the Girondiſts ever had it in contemplation to ſave 
their King; this party, while they governed the Convention 
and the Miniſter, in the confidence of ſucceſs, aſpired to 
perpetuate their power by the eſtabliſhment of a Republic ; 
they had entirely ſubdued the moderate and Royal Parties: 
the Daily Journals in the moſt eſteem and circulation were 
compoſed and corrected by this party, and of courſe devoted 
to its political tenets, which were recommended and in- 
forced by Gaudet, Vergniaux, La Source, Briſſot, Genſonne, 
and Condorcet, men of the greateſt eloquence in the Con- 
vention; the principal Committees were alſo under their 
management. Sieyes and Condorcet were at the head of 
the Committee of the Conſtitution ; Briſſot and Genſonnẽ 
jointly ruled the Diplomatic Committee with that of 


| General Safety; the F inancial Committee was at the 
devotion 
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devotion of G who at that time —_—_ whe the 
friend of the Girondiſts ; and Pethion as Mayor of Paris 


procured them a powerful influence over that city. Elated 
by proſperity this faction did not ſcruple to manifeſt an. 


intention of eſtabliſhing its power on the ruins of the 


Conſtitutional Monarchy, Pethion while accompanying 


the King and Queen on their return from Varennes, 
frequently declared, that he did not. mean to give the 
Monarchy any further ſupport ; the Queen acquainted 
Dumourier with this fact, and Pethion afterwards ac- 

knowledged its truth in converſation with the General ; 
but circumſtances were intirely altered in the month of 


November 1792, and the popularity of King Pethion (as he 


was called in Paris) rapidly declined ; the Jacobins aſi ſted 
by the Marſeillois now became 3 ; Pethion was 
ſucceeded in the Mayoralty by a weak, but honeſt man , 
named Chambon, who had neither power nor reſpect; 


ſections were ruled by the] acobins, and the commune jo | 


Paris aſſumed the independent exerciſe of a power frequently 
ſuperior to that of the Convention. By the, influence of 


Barbaroux, who was Deputy for Marſeilles, a new body of | 
men were to be brought from thence; and Roland, then 


Miniſter of the Interior, was employed to invite the arrival 

of more federates from the departments, to releaſe the Con- 
vention from the bondage of intimidation i in which it was held 
by the firſt body of Marſeillois. This was a ſtep highly im- 
prudent, tending directly to produce a civil war, unleſs the 
new federates ſhould alſo be gained by the Jacobins, and 
which afterwards actually happened. Theſe intrigues of the 
Girondiſts were pointedly unmaſked by Danton, La Croix - 
Roberſpierre and Marat ; and even the impartial Members 

of the Conyention conſidered the ambition of that Jeſuitical 
D 2 party 
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have marked the conduct of its leaders; they ſhould have 
maintained the innocence, and oppoſed the ſentence of 'the D 
King, .and if they had fallen in the attempt would have 


been remembered with honour. Had the Girondine party 5 
added thus, ſucceſs would moſt probably have attended their 

| efforts; but being deſtitute of the courage neceſſary for their 
ſituation; they propoſed an inadequate appeal to the people, 
and by fo doing imprudently incurred the odium of again 

| holding out a ſignal for a civil war. Though the Gi- 


rondiſts yielded to the torrent, their cowardice in voting 
on the ſide of Jacobins did not ſecure themſelves. Thus 
did the amiable monarch fall a victim to the villainy of ſhal- - 


| (| low intriguers and blood-thirfty anarchiſts : even Pethion, 
previous to giving his vote for death, damped the riſing ſe» | 


ſations of pity, by calling to remembrance, and attributing 
to the King the diſmal events of the gth and 1oth of Auguſt. 
The opinion of Condorcet, though leſs explicit in terms, 
was to the ſame effect. Briſſot, Genſonne, and Verg- 
niaux, eagerly gave a ſimilar vote, though it was known 
to be in direct contradiction to their own ſentiments, 


There was no accuſation of ſufficient weight to juſtify the 
| ſentence of Louis XVI. he was totally innocent of the 


imputed crimes of the 1oth of Auguſt. Carra impudentiy 
publiſhed in his journal, that a plan for the tranſactions of 
that day was previouſly prepared by a committee of five 
| perſons, among whom were himſelf, Pethion, and Rober- 
pierre ; and had this paper of Carra's been produced on 


the trial, it would have afforded full evidence that the King | 


had merely taken up arms in his own defence. An un- 
accountable and fatal concurrence of events accelerated the 


fate of the unfortunate king ; even the Emigrants, with a 
N 


- 


- 


Es : * 20 3 
miſtaken ta in 'his behalf, haſtened 4 3 
Bertrand, who had been Miniſter of the Marine, and 4 
then a refugee in England, thought to do the King a ſer- 
vice by ſending to- the Convention ſomo authentic papers, 


which proved that the leaders of both parties had-privately b 
negociated with Louis. In theſe papers Danton and 


La Croix were deeply implicated; ſo. that, to ſave their 
credit, by burying in oblivion the- proofs of. their intrigues, _ 


they endeavoured, witk n Fn to e, the. Is 


King's 8 any 
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fig 01. „ Expedints of Dum rier fo prevent ihe "Yr 2 the 
King Sentiments and Behavi aur of the e of Feri. | 


Anecdote of a Tradeſman, Oc. „„ : bee 


ad ” 


bet has been alledged by the Fiiigritie that > Dum 
was culpable for not availing himſelf of the attach- 


ment of his army, by leading it to Paris; for the purpoſe 


of reſcuing} the King; this accuſation could only proceed 
from ignorance and miſtake: for in the firſt place the in- 5 


fluence of Dumourier over the army was always precarious, 
and ſubſequent events have proved that it was not to be 
truſted ; ſecondly, this very army was diſtant from Paris 
upwards of a hundred leagues, and deficient in all the 
neceflaries for a march, being unable to quit Liege without 
riſking the lofs of its artillery for want of horſes: this 
movement would have left that country open to the Auſtrians, 


who would certainly have taken the advantage; beſides ſuch: _ 


an act of treachery againſt the intereſts of the French. na- 


tion would moſt probably have cauſed an immediate ſaeri 
: | 1 
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ice of the Cove and his principal Ts. . thindly, i 
was abſurd to expect that an army, which was not in 2 
condition to proceed to the Rhine, a diſtance of only twenty, : 
leagues, ſhould have undertaken the march to Paris. A. 
Project, however, of the kind was conceived by Dumou- | 
rier, who thought of conducting to Paris, not the whole of 
* 2 but a detachment choſen from the troops of the 55 
This meaſure, indeed, appeared to him in a dange- 
rous ITY by the example of La Fayette; ſome legal form 
was therefore neceſſary to give it a ſanction, and to induce 
the ſoldiers to execute it without diſtruſt. The General 
had frequently written to the leaders of the Girondine party, 
and in particular to the verſatile Barrere, that if a decree, 
however ſhort, were iſſued by the Convention, he would 
march 20,000 men to their aſſiſtance, and relieve them 
from the factious turbulence by which they were over- awed. 
This was a reſource which either timidity or intrigue pre- 
vented the Girondiſts from adopting; and the General 
perceiving that no ſuch decree as he had recommended was 
likely to be paſſed, departed ſingly for Paris : influenced by 
the motives already deſcribed, he ſent before him, under 
colour of leave of abſence, many of his officers and ſoldiers, 
who promiſed to aſſiſt his attempts in the King's favour : 
the diſtance of the General from Paris was conſiderable, 
but the trial of the King could not reaſonably be expected 
to have a ſpeedy termination for though Dumourier was 
not unacquainted with the ferocious ſpirit of the Jacohins, 
he thought that policy, if not humanity, would induce the 
party of Gironde to delay the buſineſs, and by that means 
give him time te attempt the King's reſcue. * 
Dumourier had been on friendly terms with one of the 


deputies from Gironde named Genſonne; this deputy had, 


* 
4, 
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deen hoſtile ti to Dumourier; ; the latter, while in office, tock + | 5 5 ; | 1*% 5 


an opportinify- of ſhewing that he had forgiven the injury, og 
and when he quitted the Miniſtry, finding Genſonns to be fe Es 
an able and humane man, he continued a connection with 4 
him. To this acquaintance, the General expreſſed his | 1 
h ſentiments of the crime, likely to be committed on the SE. 4. 


perſon of the King, and endeavoured to convince him that N + 
the deſtruction of all the honeſt men in the country would by | if | 
follow an event calculated to render 'the ' Jacobins' and | 1898 
Anarchy triumphant ; and that with whatever indifference | * 5 
or even pleaſure many nations of Europe might view our , Bs | 49 
political ſtruggles; yet, the murder of the Sovereign would > In 
ſtimulate them againſt us, and ve us without | a | Hinges" 5 1 
j... 1 ks 

Genſonnẽ ERR” to be impreſſed by the weight Ws . Mm 
theſe remarks, but attempted nothing in conſequence, and | 34 ix 15 
from ſome impenetrable cauſe ſtudiouſly avoided any future We: | 
converſation with Dumourier. With many other deputies 7 | i 7 
on whom it was probable his arguments would have any | #4 n Þ 
influence; Dumourier converſed on the fame topie; urging, EY 4 
that as Louis was a mere individual ſince the eſtabliſh- Wo 18 ; 
ment of the Republic, it would be highly impolitic to 0 e {4 FF 
poſtpone by his trial, the 1 important conſiderations that were ff 4 
neceſſary to guide the National Forces. Several members of We: |! 
moderate diſpoſitions acknowledged, that the meaſure would 8 | 5 of 
be deficient both in juſtice and wiſdom, but added, that if l jf 2 j 
the Jacobins were diſappointed of gratifying in that way Wi: 
their ſanguinary malice, they would cauſe the mob to riſe, ji 16 i 
and the whole of the priſoners in the temple would be 19 by; 
maſſacred. The General alſo urged, that after the tran - 184 
action the departments might probably deem the members 


of the Convention reſpon ble to them for exceeding their 
delegated 
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this it was anſwered, that the Girondiſts had put it out of 
- their power to conſult the departments, by making the 
_ abſurd and dangerous propoſal of n the amar 
aſſemblies. 

(((( =p; aet-6>- he bs 
: 1 might be conſidered as a priſoner of war, who had 
been taken captive in the ſtruggle between Monarchy and 

Republicaniſm ; and that as the nation was then engaged 

an a doubtful conteſt with foreign powers, it would do 

wiſely to retain ſuch a valuable hoſtage. . The General 
added, that ſhould the trial of the King notwithſtanding 
thele arguments be reſolved on, it would be proper-to act 
with the greateſt deliberation, - to confront witneſs, to 
arrange the papers and depoſitions, and finally to ſubmit 
the whole affair to the deciſion of the primary aſſemblies 
-when they ſhould be convoked to declare their acceptance 
of the conſtitution. - Having. promulgated this opinion as 
much as poſſible, the General applied to Pethion, with 
whom he had before this period been on terms of intimacy, 
and repreſented, that it would. become him particularly to 
1 exert himſelf on the King's behalf, in order to avoid the 
Yi = Imputation of a reſentful malignity which he would other- 
1 wile certainly incur. Dumourier ſucceeded in exciting | 
ute ſympathy of Pethion, who declared that he perſonally | 
koved the King, and would make uſe of all the influence ' 
he bad in his favour. After this, through the medium of } 

2 friend, the General addreſſed himſelf to Roberſpierre, 

obſerving, that the fate of the King was intirely in his V 
power, and by ranging himſelf on the ſide of mercy he c 

would obtain the attachment of the officers and ſoldiers, F 

and perhaps, the dictatorſhip of the Sate; ; but, that on * 
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cb his name would deſcend to the execration of poſto- 


rity in infamous conjunction with that of Marat, which 


to Roberſpierre had always been extremely odious. The 
Poſt Maſter of St. Menehould (Drouet) who arreſted the 


King at Varennes, was a deputy of the Convention, and 


a member of the Jacobins; his brother, an honeſt and 
. worthy man, was in the ſervice of the General, and greatly 


attached to his maſter ; 3 he was inſtructed by Dumourier 


to prepare his brother's mind on this buſineſs, and then to 
bring him to the General's country reſidence at Clichy. 


Dumourier fully and energetically ſtated his ſentiments 
about the King to Drouet the: deputy, who was ſo deeply 
impreſſed by the General's repreſentations, that he promiſed 
to make a motion on the ſubje& agreeably to his wiſhes, 


both in the Convention, and the Jacobin Club ; but 
Drouet preſently afterwards fell ſick, and no other member 
would venture to undertake a ſimilar taſk, or Louis would 


doubtleſs have been ſaved. Thus every attempt of Du- 
mourier to influence the Convention in favour of the King 
proved abortive ; but {till entertaining hopes, the General 
went every day into the ſhops' and houſes of different 
perſons, urging the beforementioned arguments, and adding 
many encomiums oh the mild and virtuous character of 


Louis. He was frequently warned to beware touching on 


ſo dangerous a topic, and often expoſed himſelf to the hatred 
of the factious, by intimating his ſurprize, that there did 
not appear ſix thouſand Citizens ſufficiently courageous to 
humble the inſolence of three thouſand villains, who calling 


themſelves federates ſhamefully tyrannized over the city. 


A reſpectable tradeſman, with whom the General one day 
converſed on the ſubjeR, anſwered him with the following 
remarkable expreſſions : © Citizen, I ſee what ou would have 

17 | E 
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us do ; but we are cowards, and the Ki ing will be Heer hl, „ 
that do you hope From a city that having do, ooo armed men, | 


ſuffered 1tſelf to be intimidated on the firſt days of GE 
by lefs than 6c00 Marſeillois and Bretons 9” 


Dumourier quitted the houſe in which theſe words were 
| dropped, and went to indulge his reflections in a ſolitary 


walk. Thoſe ſoldiers whom the General for his particular 
purpofe had permitted to come to Paris, were ſeduced to 


imitate the violence and exceſſes of the Marſeillois, and 


fome of them even harangued in abuſe of the General at 
the low clubs of the different ſections. Every hope cheriſhed 
by Dumourier was now blaſted ; the King's death ap 

inevitable, while the n bene of Faris * _e 


moſt unfeeling _ 


CHAP. VII. 


Executim if Sins XV [.—T he Fortitude of his a 
Obfervations on his Character Prephetic Reflections of 
General Dumourier. | 


T . health of General Dumourier was n by 

the agitation his mind had for ſome time undergone, 
and he was confined by illneſs at his country-houſe from 
the 18th to the 22d of January. It was his intention ſoon 
to quit Paris, and never to return again dit for the purpoſe 


of puniſhing the criminal aſſembly, that without proof 


condemned a King, whoſe innocence was indiſputable ; 
who always had the greateſt affection for his people, and 
who himſelf invited a diſcuſſion, and promoted the removal 
of every impediment that obſtructed the national good, It 


is frequently the misfortune of 1 to be ſurrounded by 


Hatterers, 


% 


A, fro 


Fr 


* kh 0 


flatterers, to be ignorant of the real ſtate of the people they 


govern, and unconſcious of the dignity of private worth; 
but ſurely if this had been the character of Louis, his 
ſubjects would not have once loved him to adoratjon, or 
compared him to the beſt Monarchs in the French hiſtory ; 
it was reſerved therefore for the Jacobins to inflame, 
irritate, and madden the public mind, againſt - the life of 
their devoted victim. E 
From the 21ſt of January, the day on which Louis XVI. 

was executed, may be dated the deſtruction of the French 
Republic, and the reſtoration of either Monarchy, or Deſpo- 
tiſm. The firſt efforts made by France for Liberty were 
glorious, and the few exceſſes that were then committed 
aroſe rather from the circumſtances of the times than a 
wanton barbarity. The Conſtitution of 1789 was, though 


not perfect, an excellent one; and Dumourier in his viſits - 


to the different countries of Europe, at that period, had an 
opportunity of perceiving the-general and warm approba- 
tion it obtained, When the King (who had been influ- 
enced by perfidious advice,) was arreſted in his flight, and 
brought back to Paris, the national aſſembly acted in the 


| moſt dignified and becoming manner; they reſtored the 


King to his function in the State: he was faithful to the 
Conſtitution, and cheriſhed its principles in his heart. His 
perſon was indeed ſacred and inviolate, but the reſponſibility 
of his Miniſters guarded againſt incroachment on the laws : 


there appeared, however, a ſtrong tendency to Republican- : 


iſm in the third legiſlature of France, and many of its 
members were determined. to deſtroy the conſtitution ; to 
prepare the way for this event they omitted no opportunity 
of accuſing the King; the Girondiſts with all the jeſuiticab 
{ubtlety of their party, and the Jacobins with that open 
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nnd brutal violence which has Giſtinguiſhed them esd 2 
every ſtage of the Revolution. The outrageous intruſion of 


the mob into the palace of the Thuilleries on the 21ſt of 
June was a prelude to the cataſtrophe of the 1oth of 
Auguſt; for when the tumult was quelled, Santerre, 


Commander of the Pariſian Guards, was heard » exclaim, : 


« Je have fail:d naw, but we will return again. ; 


The plots and counter-plots of the two parties in the | 


Convention prevented the puniſhment of theſe outrages, and 


the bloody conflict of the roth of Auguſt, put the King 
- Intirely in the power of thoſe who meditated his deſtruction. 
That ſome reſiſtance was made to the violence of the mob, 


even by the command of Louis, is not improbable ; from a 
paſſive mildneſs of character he was ealily acceſſible to 


advice; but, this very circumſtance, forgetting for a 
moment his powerful claims on juſtice, demanded the moſt 
- merciful conſtruction of his conduct. The conſolation 
derived by Louis from a devout belief in the principles of 


religion, enabled him to meet his fate with hergic fortitude ; 


his execution was attended by a croud, compoſed of all the 


giddy, frivolous, and cruel inhabitants of Paris ; not a tear 


was ſhed on the occaſion, and even the domeſtics of the 
King. preſſed the neareſt to behold, and diſcovered the 


greateſt indifference at the horrid ſpectacle. Garat, Mi- 
niſter of Juſtice, was viſited by Dumourier on the 22d, 
and ſeemed conſiderably affected by the death of the King, 
who had heard the dreadful ſentence read to him with a 
dignified compoſure ; the Miniſter, Garat, General Du- 
mourier, and Cabanis, the friend and phyſician of Mira- 
beau, dwelt on this circumſtance with all the warmth of 
ſenſibility ; they peruſed the will of the unfortunate mo- 
narch; he had written it himſelf on four pages of letter 


paper; 
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paper 3 his own \ peculiar misfortunes, and the moſt acne 
expreſſions of religion, formed the principal part of this 
memorable compoſition, and the whole contained an illufs 
 trious example of Chriſtian philoſophy and manly reſig- 
nation, under circumſtances of the keeneſt perſecution and 
diſtreſs. Kings of France have frequently been aſſaſſinated 
during the exiſtence of that monarchy ; this, however, was 


from the impulſe of madneſs or fanaticiſm, and the per- 
petration of the erime was always followed by the hatred of 


the people, and the ſevereſt inflictions of puniſhment ; but 


madneſs and fanaticiſm, of a ſpecies unknown in the com 
mon hiſtory of the human temper, was neceſſary to pro- 


duce the ſanguinary rage that ſought, with enthuſiaſtic 
perſeverance, the life of the moſt amiable of monarchs. 
What ſplendid or ſecure exiſtence can be the lot of a re- 
public, the foundation of which has been laid in ſuch abo- 
minable atrocity? The levity of the French character will 
be the inſtrument of vengeance upon the ferocious wretches 
by whom the paſſions of the nation have been perverted 
and abuſed ; that liberty which was at firſt acquired by a 
reſpeRable and enlightened legiſlature, will be obſcured by 
the frowning ſhade of deſpotiſm: anarchy muſt be cruſhed 
by the moſt :vigilant ſeverity, and many years will revolve 
before the unhappy country of France can be permitted or 


qualified to enjoy the beneficial influence of a mild and 


limited governments 
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| Conformees between General Dumourier and Cambon, Me. 
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niſter of Finance—State of the Provinces of Belgia—Of 
the Reſources and Paper C reulation of France. 


* melancholy e which Dumourier Was 


unable to prevent, had now taken. place; it will 
therefore be neceſſary to deſcribe the other tranſactions in 
which the General was engaged during his ſtay at Paris. 
Tt has been already ſtated that a material purpoſe of the 
General's journey to Paris was to urge to the Convention 
the treatment that the Netherlands had a right to claim 


from France, and that if that protection was violated a juſt 


reſentment would add the Belgians to the number of their 
enemies; that having joined the Auſtrians it would be eaſily 
in their power to cut off the French garriſens, already 
weakened by diſeaſe and the want of neceſſaries. Du- 
mourier had preſſed theſe important conſiderations on the 
notice of the Convention, but preſumptuous, and infatuated, 
they would attend to nothing but their favourite objects, 
the trial and deſtruction of the King. The financial de- 
partment was entirely under the ſway of Cambon, a man 
of no genius or correQtneſs of underſtanding, but who 


obſtinately perſevered in every project he adopted ; this 


miniſter made a boaſt of having propoſed and carried the 
decree fo obnoxious to the Belgians : among his reaſons 
for this meaſure he ſtated, that the national treaſury of 
France was in a ſtate of extreme poverty; that ſix hundred 
thouſand troops were kept on foot, and two hundred mil- 


lions of livres per month diſburſed for the expences of the 


war. In a conference with this raſh and pertinacious 
projector, 
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projeRtor Grin Dumourter ſtated that the expences of 
two hundred millions per month was too great, even for 


ſix hundred thouſand men, and that to his certain know- 
ledge the effective forces of the republic amounted to no 


more than three hundred thouſand. Cambon replied that 
all the men in the frontier towns, who were enliſted as 
national guards, and a part of thoſe at Paris, received the 
fame pay as the regular troops; that ſpecie already coſt the 


nation fifty per cent. and that at ſuch a criſis there ap- 


peared no expedient but that of ſeizing on the public pro- 
perty of all Belgia, including the plate of the churches and 
the ſilver in the banks. He acknowledged the injuſtice of 
this proceeding ; but at the ſame time aſſerted the neceflity 
of adopting it ; and that after it ſhould be put in execution, 
the poverty of the Belgians would unite them more cloſely 
with the intereſts of France: he added alſo, that by the 


policy of admitting them and other countries to be members 


of the republic, the conqueſts of France would be extended, 


and its treaſury ſupplied. Dumourier ſtill oppoſed the 
arguments in favour of this barbarous expedient ; he urged 


that the diſorganizing principles of the French Revdlution 
were viewed by the Belgians with ſuſpicion and diſguſt ; 

that if, as Cambon had aſſerted, this was mere prejudice, 
there was neither time to convince nor deſtroy it; that in 
the beginning of March the French pofts on the Meuſe 


would be attacked by the enemy; that being poſſeſſed af 
the paſſage of Maeſtricht they would reach the center of 


the French lines; and that the Belgians, finding a formida- 
ble force to protect them, would break out into inſurrec- 
tion, and every Where put to the ſword our feeble garriſons 
in the interior provinces ; that inſtead of ſuch odious rapine 


it would be better to borrow a conſiderable ſum of the 


clergy 
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\ | Clergy of the Netherlands ; and to -make the ſupplies for. | 
| the army leſs dilatory and expenſive, by contracting with 
JS the opulent merchants of Bruſſels, Antwerp, and Ghent: 
though Cambon appeared to admit the propriety of this 
advice, he afterwards exclaimed in the Convention, in the 
heat of debate, that Dumourier had placed his veto on the 
decree that had bcen propoſed and enacted for the public 
benefit. This was a cruel calumny: but Dumourier had the 
cauſe of the Belgians ſo much at heart, that notwithſtand- 
ing the treachery of Cambon, he was eager to obtain 
another interview, and for that purpoſe invited Cambon to 
dinner, together with a deputy, named Ducos. This ſe. 
cond conference laſted ſix un. and was conducted with 
' very little temper. 
Cambon was determined to perſiſt i in his — ve mea- 
ſures: Dumourier with ſpirit declared that he would never 
become an Attila, and be the plunderex of thoſe provinces 
to which he had guaranteed the faith and the protection of 
France: 'The behaviour of Cambon then began to manifeſt 
a more flagrant illiberality ; he ſpoke of Dumourier as wiſhing 
in the ſtyle of a dictator to impoſe his opinions on the Con- 
vention; and obſerved, that as the Republic did not depend 
upon the talents or ſucceſs of an individual, it was their 
duty to ſilence or to puniſh his inſolence. It was indeed 
with truth that Cambon declared that money was wanted 
to carry on the war, for in January the National Treaſury 
contained but one hundred and ninety-two millions of aſſig- 
nats, and ſpecie to the amount of between fifteen and 
twenty millions of livres, the whole of this was not ſuffi- 
cient to ſupport the armies till April, and the eſtimated 
value of the church lands was already more than antici- 
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pated by a plentiful emiſſion of aſſignats. The knowledge 4 
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of theſe facts was acquired by Dumourier, when he attended. 


the ſecond fitting of the Committee of General Safety; 
during which, an augmentation of the army was propoſed, 


but the General ſaid that it would be ineffeQual unleſs - 


every article- of expence for every company of men were 
previouſly calculated, and the whole ſum neceſſary to be 
diſburſed put immediately into the hands of the Miniſter of 


War. Cambon agreed to the truth of this remark ; but 


ſtated the emptineſs of the Treaſury, and that he knew of 


no other fund upon which new aſſignats could be iſſued- 
except the national foreſts, and the eſtates of the Emigrants. 


Some of the committee exclaimed that they ought to be ſold 
directly, and diſputes ariſing on the ſubjeR, the General 


requeſted permiſſion to deliver his opinion. | 
He firſt called their attention to the flow ſale of the pro- 


perty of the clergy ; that from various apprehenſions there 


was no competition of purchaſers ; and that ſhould the 
eſtates of the Emigrants be put up to ſale, and valued at 
more than 1200 millions of livres, this addition would (till 

more diminiſh the general value of the ſequeſtered lands; 


that it was moſt probable they would not produce above 


one third of the eſtimated value; that the reſt would 
be loſt to the nation, and the alarming event of bank» 
ruptcy threaten to take place, As. to the idea of fell- 


ing the national foreſts, the General obſerved, that the 


meaſure would be highly imprudent and injurious ; that 
materials for firing were very ſcarce in France ; that more 
than a century would hardly be ſufficient to repair the in- 


jury France would ſuffer by the felling of the woods; and 


that the ſale of them, though valued by anticipation at 


more than 800 millions, would not be likely to produce 


more than three, Theſe confiderations had a temporary 
i 85 effect 
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1 effect on the rafiifiors of the committee, and the project 
. of ſelling the eſtates of the Emigrants was at that time laid 
0 2 aſide; but notwithſtanding the exertions of General Du- 


mourier in that reſpect, the ſervice they produced has neyer 
procured from the Emigrants to the General any other return 
than calumnious ingratitude. Ig, 

It was afterwards propoſed by the committee to, iſe ſix 
. millions of aſſignats, not upon the ſecurity of any 
ſpecific part, but on the total and groſs fund of the landed 
property of the nation. Among all financial expedients the 
circulation of paper upon unſpecified funds is the moſt 
hazardous: : the committee, however, acted for a time 

$f | in the buſineſs with a degree of prudence ; but the emiſſion 
1h of aſſſ ignats has ſince been extended to 12 hundred millions. 
| ; Cambon, ſtill precipitate, ſtill obſtinate in his ruinous , 
projects, has had the effrontery to declare that a natiqnal 
bankruptcy cannot be avoided ; and the credit of the, richeſt 
country in Europe i is thus condemned to be the victim of 
blunderivg 1 Ignorance and ſhort-ſi ighted rapacity. . 


A. 28, 
3 


REES. 3 
„ WD ng Sy es © is 
1 r 1 
5 3 
CI. . n 


CHAP. IX. 


Eo 


Co fer ences” of Dunourier with raft Facobins = — Tha 7 
rai tions towards the King. 5 | 


ENERAL 1 had been a a of 5 0 


Jacobin Club at the moſt reſpectable period of its 
eee and when it was not diſgraced by men of ſuch 8 
infamous characters as Camille, Deſmoulins, Bazire, c 
Chabot, and Marat; various circumſtances, however, 
prevented the General from attending their meetings with [+ 
punctuality, though, from the miſrepreſented adventure of [ 

; the 
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the Red Cap, he tic been Rigmatized| as a zealous alſociats 
with thoſe who have polluted the Society of the Jacobins. 
The true account of the affair is this: Dumourier had con- 
vinced the King that it would be an expedient meaſure for the 
new miniſters, whom he had appointed on the recommenda- 
tion of the people; to preſent themſelves to the Jacobins, that 
they might 'not be ſuſpected of any ariſtocratic attachments, 
and the General himſelf promiſed to attend on the occaſion, 
A few days before this the Red Cap had been adopted by 
the Jacobins as emblematical of liberty: the Girondiſts, who 


had always profeſſed a regard for order, ſucceeded, N 


with Dumourler, in convincing Pethion, the Mayor vor 
Paris, of the dangerous conſequences to be apprehended 
from wearing ſuch emblems of political diſtinction, which 
they compared to thoſe {i ignals of mutual ſlaughter the White 
and Red Roſes of Vork and Lancaſter in England, and the 

Hoods in the time of King John of France. Pethion 
was then in the zenith of his power, idolized by the Jaco- 


bins, and ruling the city of Paris with the moſt abſolute 
authority; he promiſed, therefore, to write a letter to the . 


Jacobin Club, which ſhould produce the immediate effect 
of aboliſhing the uſe of the newly-adopted covering. The 
letter was to be ſent on the day fixed by Dumourier for his 


attending the club, on the account before ſtated ; but though 


it was written, it had not arrived at the time the General 
entered the hall ; all the members were then covered' with 
red caps, and one was reached to Dumourier, as he aſcended 
the tribune to ſpeak. He was obliged to put it on, for the 
danger of his refuſal would have been extreme : he ſpoke a 
very ſhort time, obſerving that as ſoon as war ſhould be 


declared, he was ready to relinquiſh his pen, and in the 


ſervice of his country reſume his military ſtation, He then 
; 2 1 left 
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left the ſociety ; and, almoſt immediately after de bs 1 
Pethion's letter was received, and the requiſition it contained 
inſtantly complied with. Thus was the General's wearing 

the red cap a mere accident.: had he viſited the ſociety half 
an hour later, that accidental diſgrace would not have hap- 


pened ; yet this part of his conduct has been branded by the 
calumnious conſtruction of pretended Royaliſts, _ 
The Jacobins had begun to conceive enmity againſt Du- 


mourier at the time he left his ſituation as Miniſter : his 


ſucceſs in Champagne, however, regained him a portion of 
their. favour. When at Paris in October, 1792, he viſited 
tha club for about a quarter of an hour; and, notwithſtand- 
ing the repeated calumnies of Marat and his aſſociates, did 


not yet become an object of popular perſecution. The 
meetings of the Jacobins Were conſtantly attended by Ardouin 


and Haſſenfratz, of the war department, who heaped accu 
ſation upon accuſation againſt the General; but a majority 
of the ſociety, being deſirous of attaching him to its intereſts, 
vindicated his character, and paſſed to the order of the day, 
when Haſſenfratz brought forward his famous and laboured 


charge againſt Dumourier, accuſing him of having embez- 


zled two hundred thouſand livres in the Belgian contracts. 
Many intrigues were alſo ſet on foot by the Jacobins, to 
induce the General to eſpouſe their party. Anacharſis Clootz, 
Dr. Seyffer, and Proli, an adventurer from Bruſſels, were 


frequently employed in theſe negociations ; and the laſt had 
a particular deſire to bring about an interview between Du- 
mourier and one Desfieux, a Jacobin of great influence, 


who had promulgated with indefatigable zeal the principles 
of the ſect, and rendered it many itinerant ſervices. - |, 
Jean Bon St. Andre was a member of the Convention, 


and enthuſiaſtically attached to the Jacobins; he had the re- 
putation 


putation of integrity. and ” not perſonally acquainted 


with the General, felt an eſteem for him, and was equally 
anxious with Proli that this interview ſhould take place, 
requeſting that he might be preſent at the conference. 
Though Dumourier had a ſtrong objection that Proli 
ſhould be the medium of this interview, for preſſing reaſons 


he at laſt found it neceſſary to give his conſent. On the day 


appointed he was very indiſpoſed ; but being unwilling to 


break his promiſe, and wiſhing to treat with reſpect Des- 
fieux and Jean Bon St. Andre, to both of whom he was a 


ſtranger, he appointed to meet them at the houſe of a com- 
mon friend of their's, named Bonne Carrere. At length 
the interview was effected; in the courſe of which Dumou- 
rier found Desfieux to be a weak-headed, but violent, man; 
and that Jean Bon St. Andre poſſeſſed more information, 


and was leſs immoderate in his opinions : no arrangement 


could, however, be made with reſpe& to Dumourier's pre- 
ſenting himſelf to the Jacobins, and the conference termi- 
nated without any ſuch promiſe on his part, or any avowal 
of a contrary deciſion, The General had ſcarcely alluded 


to the trial of the King, as he perceived by numberleſs ex- 


preſſions, that the minds of Desfieux and St. Andre were 
full of the moſt ſavage prejudices on that ſubject, and that he 
could not entertain the Jeaſt hope of their aſſiſting his deſign. 


Pache, and his aſſociates, were warmly ſupported by theſe 


men; they urged Dumourier to drop his charges againſt 


Pache, and to join in ruining the credit of Le Brun, Ro- 


land, Claviere, Garat, and the reſt of the leading members 
of the party of Gironde. The General determined to break 


off his correſpondence with the Jacobins, and to decline be- | 


ing implicated in their plots and intrigues : this intention 


be communicated to Bonne-Carrere, and alſo that he in- 
tended 
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tended to antiounce to the Convention his reſignation of the 
command of the army. Dumourier knew, that in adopting 
this conduct, he would be expoſed to the utmoſt vengeance 
of the Jacobins, and by their influence (if poſſible) conſigned 
to the bloody juriſdiction of the Revolutionary Tribunal: 
he took, therefore, his meaſures with as much precaution 
as he was able, and after giving up every hope that had 


animated his exertions in favour of the King, turned the 
whole of his attention to the ſafety of the reſt of the Royal 


Family, and the eſtabliſhment of order and rational liberty 


in France, by endeavouring to place that country under the 


favourable auſpices of a ain monarchy, 
CHAP. x. 


1 Council of F rance—Charafters of its ae 
various Military Arrangements, 


URING twenty-ſix days that he reſided at Paris, 

Dumourier tranſacted his principal buſineſs with 
the Miniſters of the Executive Council, which was diſtracted 
by party diviſions. Between Roland, of whom we ſhall 
hereafter ſpeak more fully, and the other five, there was 
much hatred; and they kept from his knowledge every 
tranſaction it was in their power to conceal. Among them- 
ſelves there were factious diviſions: on the one ſide were 
Le Brun, Garat, and Grouvelle. Le Brun was Miniſter 
of Foreign Affairs, and his promotion to that poſt had been 
facilitated by the patronage of Dumourier. He was a man 
of application, and tolerably well informed: but of ſo timid 
a diſpoſition, that he had not courage to be grateful, and 


even ſuffered himſelf to be influenced by the Jacobins; 
while 


4 1 


while Briſſot wid Condorcet, the greateſt men among the 
Girondiſts, ſupplied him with materials for the negociations 
with foreign powers. Garat, Miniſter of Juſtice, poſſeſſed 


both ability and rectitude, and could be reproached with 


nothing, but having attempted to apologize for the maſla, 
cres of the 2d and 3d of September: Grouvelle was a man 
of letters, overbearing in his manners, and an extravagant 
votary of freedom; and though only Secretary of the Coun- 
cil, aſſumed the authority, and had the influence of a mi- 


niſter. Pache, Monge, and Claviere, formed the other 


diviſion: Pache was Miniſter of War, and a man of reſ- 
ſpectable underſtanding, but entirely devoted to the Jaco- 


bins; he affected a ſlovenly dreſs to court popularity among | 


the Pariſians. Under his management the War Office 
became a club, in which the moſt ferocious and ſanguinary 
ſentiments were uttered; and his wife and daughter, who 
were diſguſting both in their tempers and their perſons, 
frequented the Jurking-places of the moſt licentious. ban- 
ditti of Paris, to inſtigate them to demand the death of 
the King; Monge was Miniſter of the Marine, and the 
Marine Office exhibited as diſguſting a picture as that of 
the War Department; Monge, as an experimental philo- 
ſopher, had given lectures with deſerved celebrity; he was 
2 man of plain manners and unaccommodating behaviour, 
yet entirely governed by Pache, and with him ſupported the 
intereſt of the Jacobin faction; Claviere, Miniſter of Finance, 
was the relation of Briflot, and though indebted for his 
place to the Girondine party, frequently ſupported the other 


from a contradictory temper, and the deſire of preſerving 


his ſituation (which Cambon and others were {triving to 
aboliſh) by ſeeming to countenance the active violence of 
the Jacobins. Such were the . of the French 
Executive 
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Executive Council, ! in this manner were e they divided 
at a period the moſt critical that ever occurred in the hiſtory 
of the country. The Revolution, i in its attempts to introduce * 
equality, had patroniſed the groſſeſt villainy, ignorance, and 
effrontery; for theſe: were the talents by which alone the 
Jacobins and their retainers were able to diſtinguiſh them. 
ſelves. There is no other method for France to avoid total 
ruin, but by annihilating internal tyranny, diſguiſed in the 
garb of revolutionary ardour. The ſucceſs of the Confe. 
derate Powers would, perhaps, reſtore the original deſpotiſm 
of the French monarchy, and deſtroy that predominance 
of talent, which a government founded on the principles of 
rational freedom will not fail to acknowledge; but France, 
notwithſtanding its errors and its crimes, has deeply im- 
bibed the notions of liberty; and the moment thoſe foreign 
troops, which might effect their ſubjugation, ſhould retire, 
inſurrection and vengeance would fire the maſs of the peo- 
ple, and overwhelm an infolent and tyrannic- nobility, not 
poſſeſſing the ſenſe to ſacrifice their obnoxious hs to 
the altered ſtate of European ſociety. * 

The Executive Council did not as a ; body interfere in 
the fate of the King : Le Brun, Garat, and Roland, much 
regretted the tranſaQion ; Claviere rejoiced with- a malig- 
nant pleaſure ; while Pache and Monge openly ſolicited 
ſuffrages of condemnation upon the unfortunate Monarch; 
Grouvelle aſſerted that the honour of the Republic re- 
quired his death, The moſt violent animoſity ſubſiſted 
between the different generals, and Pache the War Mi- 
niſter, on account of the ſhameful negligence and corrup- 
tion in that department ; each miniſter had aſſumed an ex- 
cluſive juriſdiction in his own office, and Pache perſiſted 
in laying before the council, ſtatements that were falſe 

18 4 an 


„ [ 49 + 
and in dire contradiftions to the advices from the armies, 
and the teſtimony of the generals, The committee of con- 
tracts was influenced by Claviere, and the ſupplies for the 
troops were as ſcandalouſiy conducted as before. Pache 
gave himſelf no concern about theſe abuſes, having been 
promiſed a ſpeedy. election to the mayoralty of Paris by 
the Jacobins ; and Haſſenfratz and Meuſnier were to quit, 


at the ſame time, their ſituations in the War Department, 
All the Members of the Executive Council gave their ſup- 


port to the decree of the 15th of December, by which the 
public property of Belgium was to be put in a ſtate of 
ſequeſtration. Le Brun, like moſt of the men who have de- 
rived authority and conſequence from the Revolution, declared 
it as his opinion, that no people could be fit for the reception 
of revolutionary principles who were not completely diſor- 
ganized; and therefore aſſiſted in the ſcheme of diſtreſſi ing 
the Belgians: Dumourier was, on the contrary, anxious to 
protect their property and their civil and religious inſtitu- 
tions from being violated. Le Brun conſequently commu- 
nicated but little with Dumourier on the ſubject ; but in 


conjunction with Marat, Chepy, and ſome other infamous 


retainers, eſtabliſhed in the Netherlands a terrible inſtru- 


ment of perſecution and pillage under the title of a Revo- . 


lutionary Committee. The conduct of Chepy was highly 
inſolent, offenſive, and tyrannic; and the General wrote to 
Le Brun, ſtating that Chepy's deportment in Belgium was 
extremely injurious to the credit of the French character, 


and deſiring that he might be recalled; the Miniſter, how- 


ever, inſtead of paying attention to this remonſtrance, 
continued Chepy in his poſt, and even increafed his autho- 
rity by additional inſtructions. It was at the time when 
Dumourier was urging every argument and ſolicitation in 
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revoked, that thirty-two aſſiſtant commiſſioners were added 


1 


his power to get the i decree of the 1 zth of be 


83 


to the ſix before nominated, for the purpoſe of carrying 
the decree into effect, and the enormous falary of 30,000 
livres accompanied their .appointment ; the expetices of 
their journey were alſo defrayed, and the tempting oppor- 
tunity of peculation opened new fources of emolument; 
Their powers were formally limited, but in their conduct 
they obſerved no reſtriction; and by a ſeries of the moſt. 
violent and oppreſlive meaſures made the name and e 
ter of the French completely deteſted by the Belgians. 

was as yet unſettled upon what plan the campaign was 1 


de conducted: according to the aſſertion of Cambon 


600,000 troops were maintained by France; but even fo 


late as the 15th of January the real number of ſoldiers in 


pay was unknown to the Executive Council, who were 
alſo ignorant with how many foreign enemies Franck 
might he to contend. Dumourier gave it as his opinion 
to the Council, that though France ſhould be oppoſed by 
all the powers of Europe, her frontiers might be defended 
with no more than three hundred and ſeventy thouſand ttien; 
provided that no civil war ſhould diſtra& the attention of 


the government (for the formidable inſurrection in La 


Vendẽe had not then broken out. ) This force was to- be 
excluſive of garriſons and the troops of the fleet, and a ſixth 
part of it was to conſiſt of cavalry ; on the South and the 
banks of the Rhine it was to be employed on the defen . 
ſive; and its offenſive operations were to be confined to 
the frontiers, from the Mozelle to Dunkirx. By the ad- 
vice of the General the troops were to be thus diſtributed: 
Zo, ooo men as the army of Belgium; that of the Ardennes 


e on the Mozelle a corps of 20,000, to prevent the 
communication 


c 161 x 


of the Ardennes from being interrupted ; the army of the 
Rhine to be compoſed of 50, ooo men, and a reſerve of 
20,000 to be poſted at Chalons or Soiſſons; at Lyons a 
corps of 15, O0, to watch Switzerland and Piedmont; 
40, ooo for the army of Savoy, and the countries of Nice 
and Provence; 15,000 for the army of the Pyrenees ; 
40,000 for the weſtern coaſt from Bayonne to Breſt ; and 
40,000 for the coaſts along the Channel from Breſt to 
Dunkirk. Theſe armies were to render mutual aſſiſtance to 
each other; and in this armed ſtate af the French nation there 
was no · doubt of repulſing or overwhelming the enemy on 
any attempt being made to penetrate into France. It was 
propoſed by General Dumourier, that the army of Cuſtine, 
having evacuated Franckfort, ſhould retire to Landau, leaving 


in Mayence a garriſon ſufficient to detain the Pruſſians by a 


three months ſiege; and that in the interim the fortified 
towns of Lorraine, Alſace, and the. Ardennes, ſhould be 
put into a feſpeQable ſtate of defence. The General fur- 
ther obſerved, that Belgia, being a flat country, and un- 
provided either by art or nature with ſtrong places, the 
operations of the war would there conſiſt entirely of battles, 
and that it would, therefore, be neceſſary to puſh the cam- 
paign with the utmoſt vigour. According to this plan, ſhould 
the French have been ſucceſsful, the greater part of 
their army might have paſſed the Rhine, and on the con- 
trary have retreated behind the fortreſſes of Flanders and 
Artois. This plan was laid by Dumaurier before the Com- 
mittee of General Safety, as well as the Executive Council, 

when La Clos, recently appointed to the command in India, 
propoſed, that he ſhould be inſtantly ſent out with fifteen 
veſſels and 1 5, 0 men, for the purpoſe of taking the Cape 
CG 2 of 


ponimupication. between the army of the Rhine and that 9 
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of Good Heß and the Iſland of Ceylon, and afterwards 
of joining Tippoo Saib to attack Bengal. Such a curious 
and abſurd expedition would neceſſarily have brought ona 

war with England and Holland; a war which it was the 
particular inteteſt of France to avoid. To form eccentric 
and ridiculous projects ſeems indeed a prominent feature? i in 
1 the: F rench character; 3 for when Kellerman came to pay | 
his reſpects to the Convention, previous to his taking the 
command of the army of Dauphin, which amounted 
nearly to 20,000 men (excluſively of General Biron's army 
of 1 2,000 in the country of Nice) the Preſident ordered 
him to 8⁰ and conquer Rome; and the General anſwered 
with a gravity" which muſt make one ſmile, that he was tak- 
ing leave to'go to Rome, ' This army had been weakened 
by a draught of almoſt 8,00 men, taken for the fleet at 
Toulon, and which was intended to conquer Sardinia. 
The time of year at which this expedition was undertaken 
prevented ſucceſs | ; the fleet was affailed by ſtorms, and part 
of it loſt in a narrow ſea abounditig with rocks and iſlands, 
The conqueſt of Spain was a meaſure reſolved upon by the 
Convention, though the army of the Pyrenees was merely 
a collection of ſtaff officers, with very few troops. General 
Serran was appointed to command on this occaſion; but the 
40,000 men, whom he was to lead, were not yet raiſed. 
Some feeble garriſons at Belleifle, and two or three other 
places, formed the whole of the troops on the coaſt of the 
weft and north; there was no army of reſerve : 50,000 men 
were ſtill neceſfary to complete the arriy of Belgia, and 
that of the Ardennes. Excluſive of 26,000 troops confined 
in Mayence, the army of Alſace amounted not to 20, ooo, 
nor that of the Mozelle to 12, ooo men; upwards of 
1 1 $0,000 men, together with 3 arms, and cloath- 


ing 


mn 


C2]. 
ing, were therefore wanting to give efficacy to the plan! of 


General Dumourier. The want of cavalry was particu- - 


larly felt by Frante: a body of 20,000 was required by the 


armies of Belgia and the Ardennes, they had not 60, 


and were beſides in want of 15,000 horſes for artillery. 

In purſuance of the General's ſcheme - 370,000 men 
| were ordered to be raiſed, and ſome alterations were made 
in the manner of diſtributing the troops; this was All that 
was done to facilitate the ſcheme of the general ; a few 
days, indeed, before his departure-15,000 men of the new 
raiſed battalions were, agreeably to his requeſt, ordered to 
march from the third line in Picardy, Flanders, and Artois, 
into maritime Flanders, where 1 could ac with infi- 
nitely more utilit c 

It was ears. 76: by Le Brun and Garat that many pro- 
jects, particularly in foreign politics, were concealed from 
the Executive Council. Two private committees were then 
held at the houſe of General Dumourier ; but though they 
might appear to decide the fate of the country, they in 
reality determined nothing of conſequence. Le Brun, 
Garat, Condorcet, Pethion, Genſonne, and Briſſot, leaders 
of the Girondine party, were members of the two com- 
mittees, and it is moſt probable for the ſake only of its 
being known at Paris, and that the apparent intimacy of 
the Girondiſts with General Dumourier might attach his 
friends to the cauſe of that party. About this time the 
General ſilenced the boaſting of Briſſot, by demonſtrating 


the folly of the ſchemes formed by the latter for the con- 
queſt of Spain and Italy. The critical ſtate of Switzer- 


land, with reſpe& to the French Republic, was a ſubject 
of the moſt intereſting nature : Claviere had gratified his 


malignant temper by ng his native country 


(Geneva) 
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(Geneva) and driving General Monteſquieu into exile, by 
the perſecution of the infamous Du Bois de Cranc& :-Brif, 
ſot and his aſſociates. had aſſerted, that it was neceſſary: to 
compel Switzerland to abandon its neutrality, and aſſiſt in 
repelling the enemies of France. The inteetiranen. of 


metaphyſical men with politics is always injudicious and 


dangerous: Dumourier, by laying down the ſituations af | 
France, Switzerland, and the Combined Powers, with re. 


ſpect to each other, clearly demonſtrated the propriety of 


ſuffering the Swiſs Cantons to remain in a ſtate of tranquil. 
lity; but recommended that 15,000 troops ſhould be 
poſted at Lyons by way of vigilance. | General Dumourier | 
acknowledges that however ſtrong and earneſt in his wiſhes 


and efforts to prevent this compulſion on the Helvetic body, 


the deſirable object was principally effected by the firmneſs 
and prudence of Colonel De Weiſs, a Member of the 
Sovereign Council of Berne ; and who, though he did not 


reſide at Paris in any diplomatic capacity, was much re- 
ſpected by the Executive Government and the Convention: 


his character was an admirable compound of purity, energy, 


and tranquillity; he deſpiſed the perſons and threats of the 


factious, and ſaid one day to a popular demagogue of con- 
ſiderable influence, I know that you can cauſe me to be ar- | 
refied or maſſacred ; but 1 poſſeſs proofs of your villainy that 
zu, bring you to the ſcaffold in eight days : I demand then 
that a peaceful conduct on the part of F. rance towards my, coun- | 
try be the price of my ſi fo lence.” | 

Speaking his ſentiments with great freedom. on another 
critical occaſion, he was interrupted, and aſked whether he 


had 100,000 men at his devotion in the Fauxbourgs of 
Paris to ſupport the boldneſs of his language, he replied, 
A= am fe ingle, but Rave an hundred thouſand Republican 

| ſentiments 


. 
ſentiments in ; my heart of which you are 4 eflitute : 5 this a an- 
fer procured him the applauſe of his hearers, and he pro- 
ceeded without further interruption. - The arguments ad- 
ranced by Colonel De Weiſs in a production of his, 
intitled, * 4 rapid Survey of the relative Intereſis of the 
Helvetic Body and the French Republic,” rendered completely 
abortive all the attempts of the leaders of the French 
faQtions upon the neutrality of Switzerland. Their deſi igns 
were nearly ripe for execution, and would certainly have 
taken place, but for the found judgment and very ſpirited 
interference of the colonel : fecret preparations had wy 
been made made for an expedition againſt Berne, t 
plunder of which was eagerly deſired by the promoters * 
the fcheme ; it was propoſed to bombard and to carry that 
city, while commotions were to be raiſed through all the can- 
tons, by exciting the diſcontented to open revolt. Thus was . 
the happinels of a ſimple, a frugal, and a brave people to be 
ſacrificed to the precipitate madneſs of French democracy; 
and the orderly decorum of the different governments of 
the Cantons vitiated by introducing the diſorganizing no- 
tions of the anarchiſts: happily theſe iniquitous deſigns 
were fruſtrated, and the and freedom of Swit- 
zerland were preſerved. _ 

The fchemes of cofiquering Spain and Rome were pru- 
dently deferred till armies could be raiſed for the purpoſe. 
The plans and remonſtrances addreſſed hy Dumourier to 
the Executive Council and the Committee of General 
Safety were neglected, and the ſoldiers of the Republic 
continued in want of almoſt every Ig neceſſary for _ 
ſupport. 
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CHAP. XI. | 


_ 4 4 14 


Character and 3 if Roland, the Mi nifler hs PIER | 


| —Talents of ts 22 ife—Roland quits the Executive Council. 


| 8 OON after the death of the King, Roland gave notice 
that he ſhould reſign his place as Miniſter of the In- 


terior : the Executive Council received the letter which an- 


nounced his reſignation with great pleaſure, and the mem 
bers appeared like a parcel of ſchool-boys releaſed from 


the forbidding ſway of a ſour pedant. This ſtep was in 


conſequence of an agreement between the Jacobins and 
the Girondiſts, by which it was ſettled that both Pache | 


and Roland ſhould quit the miniſtry : with regard to Pache 
the change was ſplendid, for he obtained the mayoralty of 
Paris; while Roland, unprotected by any office, became 
expoſed to the inſults and perſecutions of the Jacobin fac- 


tion, and the cowardice of the party of Gironde was pal- | 
pable in thus abandoning a man, of whom, when miniſter, 


they had made fo oſtenſible an uſe. Roland was not a 
man of bright genius, but poſſeſſed much commercial i in- 


formation: the concerns of the Home Department were 


al together too various and intricate for the feeble mind of 


Roland, who would have been better calculated for an 


official ſituation, in which he might have excluſively ſuper- 
intended the manufactures and commerce of the country. 

The real characteriſtics of Roland were integrity and 
philanthropy, yet he wiſhed to imitate the rigid morals 
and cenſorial auſterity of Cato, but not poſſeſſing the ta- 
lents and boldneſs of his Roman model, the i imitation was 


aukward and unnatural ; he was neat, though not faſhion- 
able in his apparel, and preſerved in his deportment the 


3 proper 


— 


„ iT - 


* 10 of a miniſter. His indaſley:; in buſineſs was 
unremitted ; he was the fiend of the people, and, biaſſed 
by this attachment, frequently carried his diflike of the 


higher claſſes to a degree of acrimonious miſanthropy. Had 


the Republic been eſtabliſhed on a firm baſis, Roland 


would have ſuſtained a reſpectable part in the adminiſtration 


of the government; for he was rigid in Republican ſenti- 
ments, but the ill- nature with which he treated the King, and 
his delivering up to the Convention the cheſt in' which the 


_ correſpondence of that unfortunate Monarch was depokited, 


throw a ſhade over the memory of his better qualities, 


The wife of Roland, a woman of conſiderable talents, was 


known to be the critic, whoſe advice and aſſiſtance pointed 
and poliſhed the compoſitions of the miniſter. During his 
continuance in the council, the walls of Paris were covered 
with numerous and tireſome memorials, which excited the 


deriſion of the Jacobins, and were diſregarded by the majority 


of the Citizens, - Madame Roland was between thirty and 
forty years of age, of a lively appearance, elegant in dreſs, and 
witty and refined in converſation ; ſhe had a levee every 
day, at which all the diſtinguiſhed men of the capital 


attended ; wits, ſcholars, metaphyſicians, miniſters, and 


members oof the legiſlature : to theſe her partizans a weekly 
dinner was given, at the houſe of her huſband ; and it was 


on ſuch occafions that the abilities of Madame Roland 


ſhone conſpicuouſly ; all public topics were diſcuſſed, and 
ſhe was the undiſputed arbitreſs of opinion. The following 
anecdote is a ſtriking proof of the ſpirit with which ſhe was 


capable of conducting herſelf, When her huſband's credit 


had greatly declined, he became the ſubject of a criminal 
accuſation, by a worthleſs man named Vizard. Madame 
Roland being on this account interrogated at the bar of the 


1 | National | 
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National Convention, made this anſwer to one of the 
queſtions aſked her: I am the wife of Citizen Roland; 
I bear the name of a virtuous 2 to whom I am nar tobe 
allied. 

It was, howerer, a diſadvantage to Roland, that 1 wit 

implicitly ſubſervient to the direction of his wife; for ſhe 
took no pains to conceal her aſcendancy, the appearance of. 
which diminiſhed the value that might otherwife have been 
placed on her talents and aſſiſtance. She had recommended 
Pache for the purpoſe of aſſiſting her huſband in the 
miniſtry; and there her diſcrimination failed, for Pache 
after gaining the confidence of Roland, and being appointed 
Miniſter of War by his influence, deſerted the fortunes of 
his patron, and joined the number of Roland's enemies; 
who after his retreat from office perſecuted their viQira 


with the moſt bitter and unrelenting malice. A conſider- 
able time before his reſi ignation, Roland was employed in 


refuting the attacks of his adverſaries, and in indulging 
thoſe vexations of which an unhappy. irritability of temper 
rendered him too ſuſceptible ; no material change therefore 
took place in the aſpe& of the council when he reſigned, 
Roland had flattered himſelf, that his reſignation would 
not be accepted ; but his own party perceiving that they 


no longer derived any benefit from his influence, ſaffered 


him to fall a ſacrifice to the Jacobins. Accuſation and 
impriſonment have ſince been the lot of Le Brun, Claviere, 
and Garat. Scarcely an eminent character that has 
appeared in the courſe of the Revolution, has eſcaped the 
fate of death or exile ; while upſtart ignorance and ferocious 
villany have ofurped the riches and the en of * 
Republic. 


iy : RE” 
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| CHAP. XII. 


N rgotiations of France with England and Hollnd—Olflinay 
of the French Executive Council, 


' USTRIA, Pruſſia, and Sardinia, were : he owly 
avoꝛbed enemies of France, at the time when ſhe 
began to negotiate with the Engliſh and the Dutch. The 
advantages gained by the French in the preceding campaign 
would have been of the moſt deciſive importance, had 
Cuſtine took poſſeſſion of Coblentz, inſtead of levying 


contributions on Franckfort, which were very incanſiderable, 


and fubſequently injurious to France; the Belgic army 


might then have paſſed its winter quarters on the banks of 


the Rhine, and by a well concerted arrangement of military 

poſitions have compelled Luxembourg to ſurrender by de- 
priving it of ſupplies of proviſions : by taking advantage 
of the ſpring campaign, the armies of France might have 
penetrated the center of Germany, and experienced the 
ſupport of the people wherever they came; if they had 
prudently forborne to excite terror and diſguſt, by the 
inſolence, rapacity, and violence of their commiſſioners. 
| Notwithſtanding theſe groſs blunders of the rulers of 
France, ſhe might have been victorious over oppoſition, 


had not her imprudent and inſulting behaviour excited the 


reſentment of new enemies, , Spain had offered. peace and 
friendſhip, on condition that the life of Louis XVI. ſhould 
be ſpared ; this propoſal was rejected with a ſavage con- 
tempt, and the prudent policy of France was facrificed to 


the furious hatred with which the Convention purſued the - 


life of the unfortunate King. *The French Revolution had 
icemingly been viewed with a ſuſpicious eye, by the courts 
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of London, and the Hague. Holland was aveaſs to the 


war, and the Engliſh were not yet ripe to engage in it; 
ſo that* France, by propriety of conduct, might have 
avoided the hoſtility of theſe two powers; peace with 
Holland in particular ought to have been a deſirable object | 
with the French, who drew from thence conſiderable 
ſupplies of ſpecie and proviſions, General Dumoufler, 
towards the end of November, repreſented to the Executive. 
Council, that he could not defend the country of Liege, 
nor the Meuſe, without taking Maeſtricht, which he pro- 
| poſed to hold till the war was finiſhed, engaging by a 
ſolemn manifeſto then to reſtore it. Neither Maeſtricht 
nor Venloo were calculated to endure a ſiege, and ſhould 
Holland have murmured at the taking poſſeſſion of thoſe 
places, glaring inſtances of the Dutch government's having 
violated the neutrality might have been produced; for 
through that medium, the magazines of the Auſtrians and 
Pruſſians were furniſhed with neceſſaries of every ſort, 
while the council of Holland decreed the puniſhment of 
death, for any attempt to give ſimilar ſupplies to the 
French; yet, notwithſtanding this, the generals of the French 
Republic were commance] to be ſtrictly neutral in their 
conduct to the Dutch. The plans of Dumourier were 
the reſult of a vigilant attention to the circumſtances of 
the war, and their ſucceſs would have been nearly certain, 
from the ardour with which his ſoldiers were inſpired by 
recent victories ; but groſs ſtupidity, and an unpardonable 
treachery to the nation, prevented 'the Executive Council 
from attending to the General's advice ; inſtead of a power 
to act on his own ſyſtem of operations, he received orders to 
take Luxembourg during the winter, but thoſe orders 
were retracted by his demonfrtng the abſurd. impractiea- 

„ — 


3 


1 


bility of ſuch an attempt. It having been neglected to 


take Maeſtricht, General Dumourier was of opinion, 
that hoſtile meaſures towards Holland would he highly 
imprudent, as a war with England muſt inevitably have 
been the conſequence ; he was therefore extremely ſolicitous 
that on the part of France a ſtrict neutrality ſhould be 
obſerved with both: thoſe countries. The policy that now 
dictated peace with the Dutch was this: Maeſtricht and 
Venloo were in their power,. and by delivering theſe im- 
portant places to the Auſtrians, the French might have 
been forced to quit the countries of Liege, Gueldres, 
Limbourg, Brabant and Namur, and to retire: behind the 
Scheldt, and from thence they might have been driven to 
the fortified towns of Flanders and Artois, hy the co» 
operation of an Engliſh and Dutch army. When Dus» 


mourier was Miniſter -of the Foreign Department, he ſent 


Emanuel De Maulde, a French Colonel, as Plenipotentiary 
to the Hague. De Maulde had great ſucceſs, in procuring 
ſupplies of horſes and arms for France, and his conduct was 
in every reſpect ſo proper and conciliating, that he gained 


the eſteem of all parties in Holland ; but his merit and 


ſervices could not protect him from calumny, and he was 
alſo unfortunately of noble birth. Le Brun had conceived 2 
particular diſlike. to De Maulde, and the Military Com- 
mittee evinced a malicious diſapprobation of all his exer- 
tions: he was at length recalled, and in his place was 


:ppointed Noel, a man of integrity, but of a diſpoſition 


far leſs moderate than his predeceſſor. The intemperate 
and unengaging manners of Noel procured him a very in- 
different reception, which in the heat of his reſentment 
he loudly, but unjuſtly, attributed to the W of” De 
Maulde. PE ; 


The 


4 57 . F 


* 4 7 Fy 
o od — * * 
— ; N — —_ 
5 Lhe + K 7 — - 
. nr 25 
149 es Ty Ba vis, 
r - MS 6 "V's on * 
. 


PEPE 


9 L e 
Tzhe latter on his return informed the General, chat 
che neutrality with England and Holland, if an object to 


France, might be eaſily preſerved; for that though the 
miniſters of thoſe reſpective courts had declined acknow- 


ledging the French Convention, or to treat with Le Brun; 
yet the Grand Penſionary of Holland, Van Spiegle, and 


Lord Auckland the Britiſh Ambaſſador at the Hague, were 


perfectly willing to negotiate with General Dumourier. 
Intelligence was alſo tranſmitted to Le Brun, the Foreign 
Miniſter, that the Cabinet of St. James's was equally de- 
ſirous of treating with the General, whom it was then 
propoſed to ſend over to England, for the purpoſe of de. 
manding a categorical anſwer of Peace or War. At that 
time the King's trial was not concluded, but it was eaſy 
to predict the fate of the perſecuted Monarch; it therefore 
occurred to Garat, Miniſter of Juſtice, and a man of con- 
ſiderable underſtanding, that the Engliſh Government, 


meditating hoſtilities againſt France, had inſidiouſly in- 


vited Dumourier to England, with an intention to detain 
him there, and deprive the Republic of the ſervices of its 
moſt able General. It was reſolved, notwithſtanding,, that 
che buſineſs ſhould be ſubmitted to the council, and that 
Garat ſhould propoſe that after exacting every poſſible ſe- 
curity for the General's perſon from the Britiſh Court, he 
ſhould be ſent to England with full powers of negotiation; 
that his conduct ſhould be prompt and deciſive, and that 


in caſe of a hoſtile determination, he ſhould immediately 


retura to command the French armies : this propoſal was 

laid before the Executive Council, but was defeated by a 

violent oppoſition from Pache, Claviere, and Monge. 
Dumourier's diſappointment was extreme, for he had 


eheriſhed a hope of effecting, by the adoption of this mea- 
ſure, 
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ſure, his clraps from the fangs of a — whoſe | 
oppreſſions, cruelty, and inſolence, began to a the 


enmity of every other nation in Europe. 


It was agreed, however, by Le Brun, Gn and Du- 
mourier, that the affair ſhould be ſecretly conducted, till 


every thing ſeemed to promiſe a ſucceſsful iſſue: in con- 
ſequence of this reſolve, i it was determined that Neel ſhould 


be recalled, and placed in ſome other ſituation ; and that 


De Maulde ſhould: viſit the Hague, as if about his own 
concerns, and deliver a letter to Lord Auckland, ftatmg, 
that on the 1ſt of February General Dumourier would 
come to inſpe& the troops in their. winter quarters at 
Antwerp. Dumourier had been given to underſtand by 


De Maulde, that Lord Auckland had ſpoken of him in 
terms of great eſteem; the General was therefore happy 


in propoſing an opportunity of meeting that. nobleman on 
the frontiers, and it was intended, that if his lordſhip com- 
plied with Dumourier's intimation, the latter ſhould, if 
neceſſary, viſit England, for the. purpoſe of the 
ſubject of their interview. 

It was alſo additionally reſolved, that Maret, a young 
man of reſpeQable talents, and who was employed under 
the French Executive Council, ſhould be previouſly ſent to 
London (with which he was well acquainted) in order to 
obtain from Mr. Pitt an acknowledgment whether he was 


5 actually inclined to treat with the General or not. Mon. 


Chauvelin, Miniſter Plenopotentiary from France to the 
court of England, was far from performing a ſucceſsful 
embaſly ; he was accompanied to England by Talleyrand 
Perigord, who had been Conſtitutional Biſhop of Autun. 
This learned and reſpectable character was intended to act 


as a Mentor to Chauvelin; but the latter, ambitious to 
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ſhine alone, pertinaciouſly rejected advice, though the a 


La] 


tical circumſtances, occaſioned by the diſpoſition of the 
Engliſh Court, rendered it highly neceſſary to act with 
caution, Chauvelin was therefore to be recalled, and to be 
ſucceeded by Maret, when Dumourier ſhould depart from 
London; the latter had conſequently a ſtrong impulle to fa- 
cilitate, by previous exertions, the accompliſhment of the 
Pyle of Dumourier's viſit to England. | 
Chauvelin's appointment as ambaſſador to the kingdom | 
of Great Britain was procured by Dumourier, who had 
been on terms of friendly intimacy with his father, and it 


was propoſed to ſend him to Venice or Florence, in ex- 


change for the loſs of that ſituation, Here it may be 


_ remarked that Dumourier, while oſtenſibly connected with 


the French government, never attempted any thing to the 
diſadvantage of perſons in public employment : on the con- 
trary, he omitted no opportunity of doing good offices; but 
has experienced, in return, the unkindnefs and ingratitude 
which appear ſo conſpicuouſly in the Ac of the human 


| ſpecies. 
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CHAP. XIII. 


: De Maulde departs for the r * England— 


General Dumourier leaves Paris. 


A CCORDING to cheſe arrangements, Colonel De 


Maulde commenced his journey to Holland. It might 


have been apprehended that the execution of the King, 
which took place about this juncture, and the horror ex- 
cited through all Europe by that atrocious deed, would en- 
tirely defeat the plan of which M. De Maulde's expedition 


made 
3 


C 65 J 


3 part; but Le Brun and Garat imagined n Hol- 
land was too much inclined to pacific meaſures, to enter 


readily into a war for the purpoſe of avenging the death of 


Louis; and the event 8 that this nen was not un- 


founded. 

The departure of Maret for ds Was i injudiviouſly 
delayed till the very day that General Dumourier ſet out 
from Paris. The pretence for delay was, that Mr. Pitt 
was to be firſt ſounded by a perſon in London, and. who 
had been before employed by Maret on fimilar occaſions : 
there were, however, ſufficient reaſons to believe that Le 
Brun had taken offence at the refuſal of the Britiſh Court 


to treat with him, and ſecretly endeavoured to render theſe 


negotiations ineffectual, though he had partly aſſiſted in 
planning them. Added to this, the difficulties of France 
were likely to increaſe, by the preſumptuous raſhneſs of 
Briſſot, whoſe inſulting ſpeeches and memorials were cal- 
culated to inflame the animoſity of every Court in Europe 
againſt the Republic. Since the abolition of the monarchy 
in France, Chauvelin had ceaſed to be recogniſed in the 


public character of French Ambaſſador : as a matter of 


favour, he was permitted by the Court of London to remain 
there, merely as a private perſon ; but when intelligence 
of the King's death arrived, he was ordered to leave Lon- 
don in 24 hours, and England in eight days. Maret 
reached England in this ſtate of affairs, and he received an 
order of Council, enjoining him to depart from the king- 
dom immediately. The diſagreeable reception that Maret 


experienced from the Britiſh Government did not prevent 


the negotiation in Holland, of which Dumourier was to 
be the medium. The General ſet out from Paris under 
the moſt W ar gloomy impreſſions ; by his utmoſt 
i efforts 
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L 56 3 | 
efforts he had been unable to avert the unjuſt and erue! 
| doom, that ſent a mild and an innocent Monarch to the 
ſcaffold. All his endeavours to procure a revocation of the 
decree that oppreſſed and irritated the Belgians had proved 
ineffectual, and the army of which he was going to take 
the command was almoſt without ſubordination, and by the 
negligence of the Miniſtry very ill Provided with cloathing 

and proviſions. Freſh troops were alſo arriving every day 

from Germany, to recruit the army of General Clairfait. 
This General had, with much military judgment, poſted 

| Himſelf between the Herffle and the Roer; and preſerved | 
his ſituation, though the number of his troops were com- 
paratively very ſmall, much in want of neceſlaries, and 
greatly intimidated by the rapidity with which the French 
army had conquered Belgia. The command of Clairfait's 
army was ſoon to be taken by the Prince of Cobourg, 
celebrated for his victories over the Turks. Dumourier 
was convinced that he could not reſiſt the Prince of Cobourg 
in front, ſhould he be attacked by that general; and that 
at the ſame time Prince Hohenloe would make an attack 
on his right flank by Namur, the citadel of which was in 
a ſlow ſtate of reparation; even Dumourier's retreat would 
have been rendered nearly impracticable by the Englith and 
Dutch aſſembling an army on his left flank, on the fidg of 
Antwerp and Duich Flanders ; the General, therefore; in 
theſe difficulties, implicitly relied on the negotiation with 
which Colonel De Maulde' was intruſted, and his conft- 
dence in its ſucceſs' was ſtrong in proportion, as he knew 
that Holland, being entirely unprepared for a quarrel with | 
Yrance, had by far the greateſt intereſt in remaining nentet. 
This negotiation, which Dumourier had ſo much at heart, 
und of which an account is given in the following chapter, 
a 4 55 „ no x | was 
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was broken off in the beginning of February, by the haughty | 


add imprudent conduct of the National Convention. The 
French government has been plauſibly reproached- with 
perfidy for breaking the negotiation by abruptly declaring 
war againft England and Holland: it is probable that 
France might have retorted the accuſation with juſtice z for 


the Engliſh miniſter had moſt likely the intention of amuſ- 
ing General Dumourier, while the time was employed in 


preparations for war. This opinion is partly confirmed by 
the treaty which was at the ſame period concluded between 
| the Britiſh Court and that of Turin; and thus are we 
compelled to acknowledge the truth - of the obſervation, 
that political annals are the records of error and duplicity. | 


| CHAP. XIV. 


Particulars of the Negotiation between bard 4 lend and 


General Dumourier— Iugpectualiy terminated by the French 
Government declaring War againſt England and Holland. 


G He letter of Dumouricr to Lord Auckland was pre- 
ſented by De Maulde, when he arrived at the Hague, 
in the latter end of January. His lordſhip expreſſed much 


pkaſure on reading the ſentiments it contained; he obſerved | 


that in the affair then agitated, the intereſts of England and 
Holland were joint and mutual, and, therefore, that he ſhould 
lay the General's propoſal before Van Spiegle, the Grand 


Penſionary. This communication was made, and the latter 


much approved the propoſed conference on the frontiers, bes 
tween himſelf, General Dumourier, and Lord Auckland. 
Three packet-boats were ſucceſlively diſpatched to England 


by Lord Auckland, The General, after inſpecting the poſts 
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[68 } 
about Dunkirk, on the 2d of February arrived at- Auto,” 
werp; to which place De Maulde had; previouſly. Tent his 

ſecretary. | ends 
Dumourier in bn ing through: Picardy, 4 and 
Maritime Flanders, perceived that the people of thoſe, 
: countries were - univerſally afflicted with ſorrow at the ca- 
taſtrophe of Louis the XVIth, and that the very term Facabin . 
had become, dreadful, to pronounce and to hear. Turbu- | | 
lent and factious emiſſaries from that diſorganizing party | 
had ſpread themſelves through all the cities, ſtirring up the | 
idle and diſſolute to revolt, and haraff ing the, moderate | | 
citizens by clamorous and falſe accuſations, 
At St. Omer's and Dunkirk. there were but few docs | | 
and the preparations for war appeared very inconſiderable. 
Maritime Flanders had been weakened to ſupply the aug- 
mentation of 10,000 foot and 1, 500 cavalry required by. 
Dumourier in Auſtrian Flanders; and from this country, 
which was the ſeat of war, new battalions were afterwards 
drawn to form a body of 12,000 at Cher bourg, from whence . 
the General had hinted a diverſion might be made into Eng- 
land, ſhould a war with that country be inevitable. Not a 
ſingle battery was mounted at Nieuport or Oſtend; nor 
could any cannon be obtained for thoſe ports, except from 
Dunkirk, the fortifications of which were er, not ſuf- 
ficiently defended. 

The negle& and diſorder viſible through the wich att, 
forcibly ſtruck the mind of Dumourier ; his ſituation became 
every day more dangerous, and he was eager to conclude the 
buſineſs he was negotiating. By a courier, he tranſmitted to 
Le Brun, the Miniſter for Foreign Affairs, Lord Aucklandis 
original anſwer; in which his lordſhip ſtated that himſelf 
and the Grand Penſionary would meet Dumourier i in con- 
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ſerence on 'the frontiers. The Geben alſo informed Le 
Brun, that Lord Auckland had ſent for the ſanction of the 
Britiſh. Court to this Wan and NW an R would 
be ſoon received. M 2 

The diſpatches of De Maulde, giving an account of the 
interview, between him, Lord Auckland, and the Grand” 
penſionary, accompanied this communication to Le Brun. 
The deepeſt abhorrence at the King's murder was diſcovered 
(as De Maulde had expected) by thoſe Miniſters:; but he 
having aſſured. them that Ganeral Dumourier felt the ſame 
ſenſations on the ſubject, the negotiation ſtill went on; 
and it was ſettled, that when Lord. Auckland ſhould receive 
inſtructions from England, the conference ſhould be held 
at Moor Dyke, on board a yatch belonging to the Prince 
of Orange. Dumourier had already fixed within himſelf 
the plan of his own behaviour. During this interview, he 
was determined: to conſult the intereſts of his country, by 


endeavouring to ſecure the neutrality of England and Hol- 
ind: after having rendered France this laſt and important 
ſervice, he reſolved to avoid the imputation of partaking in 
the cruel and abſurd tyranny of the Convention, (which 
he rather wiſhed to puniſh than ſupport) by retiring: to the 
Hague, and publiſhing there a memorial to JA his 

conduct. 


Theſe intentions were 3 communicated in a letter 
to De Maulde, of which Lord Auckland and the Grand 
Penfionary requeſted a copy. With this requeſt De Maulde - 
elt himſelf unauthoriſed to comply, but delivered a letter 
0 Lord Auckland from the General, in which he ſtated - 
the pleaſure he ſhould feel if ſuch a line of conduct were 
likely to obtain the W of England. 5 
5 TRE While a 


701 5 5 | 
- While the negotiation was thus pending, war was furl“ 

denly declared againſt England and Holland by the Nationat 
Convention, in conſequence of a report made by Briſſot; 
and the alarming intelligence of this meaſure came to Du. 
mourier at the very time he flattered himſelf that his exer- 
tions were concluding with ſurceſs. The General had ar- 
rived at Antwerp only on the 2d of February; and Le Brun, 
inſtead of waiting for the diſpatches of De Maulde, preci- 
pitated the report upon certain inſults ſaid to have been 
offered to the French by the Britiſh Government : this, 
and the furious Republican declamations which proceeded 
from Briſſot and Barrere, excited the rage of the Conven- 
tion, and entirely defeated the plan that had engroſſed all 
the ſolicitude of Dumourier. War was declared, and ſo 
thoughtleſs were the Executive Council even on this inereaſe 
of the enemies of France, that they ſcarcely took any notice 
how far the General and his army were in a ſtate competent 
to encounter the additional oppoſition they might expect to 
meet with. On the very day that General Dumourier heard 
of this declaration of war, he received a letter from Lord 
Auckland, by which he was informed that the acquieſcence 
of his Lordſhip being authoriſed by the Britiſh Cabinet, 
the meeting at Moor Dyke would take place at the time 
| propoſed. Dumourier immediately diſpatched intelligence 
to Lord Auckland, acquainting him that war was declared, 
The General, in his letter, admitted the meaſure to be pre- 
cipitate and unexpected; but at the ſame time obſerved, 
that ſeveral aggreſſions had been diſcovered in the conduct 
of England towards France. Dumourier entertained a 
ſimilar opinion of the behaviour of the Grand Penſionary, 
Van Spiegle, who had permitted "Noth and Thainville, 
while reſiding at the Hague in a diplomatic capacity, to bs. 
73 | groldly 


E 


„ 1 


groſsly inſulted by the Emigrants ; he had alſo allowed the 


latter to appear in full military uniforms, and ſuffered every 
expreſſio ion and act of inſult to the French nation to paſs 


without the leaſt rebuke. But whatever may be the ſenti- | 


ments of General Dumourier with reſpect to the provoca- 
tions given to France immediately preceding the war, he 
acknowledges and he ſhudders at the ſeries of crimes which 
have diſgraced his country: among the moſt enormous in 
the horrid catalogue, hiſtory will recognize the bloody inſur- 
rection of the Ioth of Auguſt—the infernal maſſacres of the 
2d and 3d of September—the execution of the King—and 
the oppreſſive decree by which the Belgie allies of France 
were compelled to become its enemies. Exceſſes dreadful 
like theſe ſeem to merit, and will doubtleſs receive the pe- 
culiar chaſtiſement of Providence. Had, France preſerved 
her reaſon, happy would it have been for the civilization 
and liberties of Europe; ; bur, alas! Reform has been ſup- 
planted by Anarchy Juſtice, Mercy, and Gratitude have 
been ſullied by the moſt atrocious eruelties - and the ſacred 
altars of the Deity have been overthrown by the ht FOE 
violence of atheiſtical preſumption. 


END OF THE FIRST PART. 
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GENERAL DUMOURIER. 


FOR, THE YEAR 1799. 
: EA ' oy | . | | „ E 
BOOK u. 


CHAP. I. 
Plan 1 General Damourier' s E xpediti tion inte Holand. 


1* this book are related the e of a campaign 


wonderfully ſhort,” various and important; it was 
planned and executed with the greateſt rapidity, being 
opened on the aad of February, and terminating on the 
5th of April. It preſtents to the notice of military men, 
towns almoſt incredibly captured in the midſt of inunda- 
tions; a grand general engagement, many bloody ſkirmiſhes, 
and. finally a retreat, which has excited both the aſtoniſh- 
ment and applauſe of the hoſtile Generals. 
The philoſopher will alſo perceive, that this 0 con- 
firms the xemark, that mere individuals, and circumſtances 


apparently the moſt trifling, frequently determine the fate 


of Empires. General Dumourier, after taking laſt year the 
command of Fayene's army, expelled from Champagne the 
enemies of his country, and .raiſed her renown by the 

L . acquiſition 


5 . Al . 5 comented 


the internal diviſions of France; the advice of the General 
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was attended to, and his plans met /with proper ſupport : 
at this time circumſtances were totally altered ; ; the French 
nation, or rather thoſe who. had ſeized its government, 


became intoxicated by ſuccels, and confident in crimes, 


They ceaſed to liſten to the repreſentations of. a man who 
had already performed the moſt ſignal ſervices, and whoſe 
only objects were to ſave France from the threatened yoke 


of deſpotiſm, and the ſtill more terrible conſequences of its 


own political madneſs. Faction having attained the power 


for which it had long ſtruggled, began to manifeſt itſelf in | 
oppoling the meafures of Dumourier ; his views were 


calumniated, his troops badly ſupplied, and his efforts un- 


terminated ; but the attention of the powers that now attack 


fortunate. After beholding his rapid conqueſts in Holland 
ſnatched from his hands, he formed a ſecond plan, the ſucceſs 
of which was blaſted by the conduct of his own Toldiers. 
During a ſkilful retreat he conceived a third project, thiat | 


* woutd have enſured the ſafety of the army, and prevented 
the total loſs of the low countries, but this. was defeated: by 5 
the ferocious pride of the Convention, and the inconſtant 
levity of the troops: the General was at laſt obliged to 
abandon a command no longer honorably tenable, and 10 


retire among thoſe againſt whom he had ſought, but who 


were nevertheleſs unable to refuſe him their eſteem, © From 


that period France has loft her proper character, her armies 
have been deſtitute of military conduct, they are inſpired 


with a ſavage fury rather than a ſoldier-like bravery ; and 


though they kill, and offer themſelves to be killed, cannot 
be ſaid to make war. If a ſingle nation had oppoſed 
France, the conteſt would by. this time have moſt probably 


that 


" & & + 2 


ible, to be 1 aſide to their cefor@ine and different 

_ intereſts, in other circumſtances connected with 92 pol litical 
ſtate of Europe. . 5 

Dumourier now fele the. melancholy. conviftion war the 

forces of England. and Holland were to act as enemies of 

France, in concert with the reſt of che Allied Powers, 


_ notwithſtanding his aſſi duous endeavours to avert by nego- . 


tation this alarming circumſtance. Had his country been 
governed by men of minds acceſſible to reaſon, he would 
have propoſed to abandon the Netherlands, that could not 
any longer be defended, and retire with his army behind 
the Northern Department; ; but ſuch a propoſition, how- 
ever judicious and neceſſary, would have been miſrepre- 
ſented as the off: pring of a treacherous cowardice, and would 
no doubt have endangered the life of the General. If, on the 
contrary, this adyjce had been accepted, Dumourier muſt 
have put himſelf within the power of thoſe wretches, who 


pretended to ſave France, by making terror and oppreſſion A 


the order of the day : | beſides, in retreating with his army, 
having the appearance of flight, he would have loſt in the 
eyes of his countrymen all that conſequence which had been 
acquired, and could only be preſerved by ſucceſs. It was 
then impoſſible for him to be extricated out of theſe 
difficulties, without the execution of fome bold project: 
his troops were in want of arms, cloatbing. proviſions, and 
money; theſe were to be had in Holland, which the 
General formed a ſcheme of conquering immediately, in- 
tending to ſupply the deficiencies of his army by the celerity 
of his attack. 
The Dutch Patriots had formed a Revolutionary Com. 
mittee at Antwerp, where alſo; the Batayian legion was 
L 2 | | 3 
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poſted: they had more zeal than capacity, and although 
they had expended conſiderable ſums to keep up a correſ- 
pondence with the different provinces of the Republic of 
Holland, yet, the intelligence Dumourier received by that 
means was not much to be relied on, particulatly in military 
matters; the General was however enabled to form 3 
Judgment, that the patriotic party was very ſtrong in 
Amſterdam, Haerlem, Dort, and Zealand; he therefore 
reſumed a plan, that had been ſuggeſted to him at Paris, 
of making an irruption into Zealand, where he propoſed 
to have the appearance of remaining, that he might the 
better conceal the deſign of an enterpriſe extremely bold, 
but which he hoped would be eaſy in proportion as the 
enemy ſhould think it impraQticable. The Patriotic 
Committee underſtood, that it was the intention of the 
Stadtholder to fortify the iſland of Walkeren, and there to 
retire with the officers of ſtate, and other appendages of the 
Dutch government, fhould the French undertake an ex- 
pedition into Holland, and the people (as was much to be 
apprehended) aſſiſt the inyaders. It was propoſed by the 
Batavian Committee, that ſeveral thouſand troops ſhould be 
diſpatched from Antwerp, to get as ſecretly as poſſible into 
South Beveland, then to croſs an arm of the ſea between 
that place and Walcheren ; and having arrived in the latter 
Iland, to invite the inhabitants to acknowledge and join 
them as their friends and deliverers, and aſſiſt in diſarming 
the garriſons of Middlebourg and Fluſhing, which conſiſted 
only of about twelve or fifteen hundred men little accuſ- 
tomed to war; the leaſt delay would have runied this ſcheme, 
ſor in a ſhort time the iſland of Walcheren might receive 
a ſupply of troops, confiderably ſuperior in numbers to the 


aſſailants, * this daring enterpriſe would not 
only 
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detachment employed for the purpoſe would have been 
rendered impoſſible, there being many Engliſh frigates 
ſtationed at Fluſhing, and the Dutch having a flotilla at a 
ſmall diſtance below Lillo, which would have cut off all 
communication with the Continent of Flanders. 


This expedition therefore required a Pally and pro- 


eiſion that Dumourier could neither expect from his own 
troops, nor the Dutch Revolutioniſts ; he had not one 


General Officer to whom he could confide the execution of 


a plan ſo diffieult and dangerous: to have undertaken it 
himſelf would have been highly improper, for ſhould the 
aſſiſtance of the Hollanders have been miſcalculated, there 
could be no probability of ſucceſs; and ſo unfortunate a 


commencement of the campaign, would have tended to the 


ruin of his army, which had already ſuffered by his abſence, 
and which, without being further weakened by a detach- 
ment for this purpoſe, was, as will afterwards appear, 
beaten, terrified, and difperſed, on the banks of the Meuſe 

and the Roer. 
The General, however, ſeemed willing to adopt this 
project, that he might gain time to conſult means for the 
accompliſhment of his own, and ſome diſpoſitions were 
accordingly made by his command. Captain Meultſon, 
an American officer in the French ſervice, who had aſſiſted 
in taking the citadel of Antwerp, had under his command a 
flotilla, conſiſting of the Ariel of 24 guns, a brig of 14 
guns, and three {loops of war, carrying 24 pounders ; 
theſe veſſels were ordered to anchor under the fort of Lillo, 
and each to be prepared with a furnace to heat balls. The 
General alſo directed, that the two forts of Lillo and 
Licſkenſhoeck, and the citadel of Antwerp ſhould be well 
ſupplied 


only have been defended, but che retreat of the French 
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fopplies with arms and proviſions; and that, the Dutch | 
veſſels in the canals of the Scheldt, upon which an embarge 
had been laid ſince the declaration of war; ſhould be 
aſſembled at Antwerp, and made to ſerve imas:5fare-ſhips, 
By theſe preparations, the General meant to indicate, that 
his intention was to burn the Dutch flotilla at anchor under 
the fort of Batz, and to take that place by ſtorm. - Thus 
did the conduct of Dumourier encourage a belief, that the 
campaign would begin with the invaſion of Zealand, while 
his mind was in fat occupied with a project extremely 
ſimple, but which having never been tried, was open to 
the ſuſpicion of impracticability: this was to advange with 
that part of his army which he had afſembled at Moor Dyke, | 
to elude the garriſon of Breda and Gertruydenberg on his 
right, and of Bergen-op-Zoom, Steenberg, Klundert, and 
Williamſtadt on his left; and, by paſſing over an arm of | 
the ſea of about two leagues, to reach Dort; where when 
he had once arrived, being in the heart of Holland, few 
obſtacles would have retarded his marching through Rotter- 
dam, Delft, the Hague, Leyden, and Haerlem, even to 
Amſterdam ; all attempts to defend Holland would then 
have been ineffectual. Maeſtricht and Venloo were to have 
been bombarded by a part of the grand army under General 
Miranda, who as ſoon as he knew. of Dumourier's arrival 
at Dort, was to leave General Valence to continue the ſiege 
at Maeſtricht, and march with twenty-five thouſand men 
to Nimeguen, at which place General Dumourier would 
have joined him by the way of Utrecht. An attempt like 
this, rapidly executed, had every proſpect of ſucceſs ; for 
the Stadtholder had collected no army, nor was there any 
ſettled plan of defence for Holland: and of all military + 


projects this of General Dumourier would have been leaſt 
| ſu ſpected, | 
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lulpeBted, deing almoſt'as improbable as that of attempting 


to march an army ** through the eye of a needle.” When 


the conqueſtiof Holland ſhould have been thus accompliſh- 
ed, it Was the deſign ' of Dumourier to ſend back the 
battalions of National Volunteers into the low countries 
to aſſemble near him all the troops of the line, and the 
officers in whom he had the greateſt confidence; to diſſolve 
the Dutch Revolutionary Committee; to permit no alterations 


in the government of the States, but what were abſolutely 


neceſſary; and to preſerre the Batavian Republic from the 
dangerous influence of Jacobiniſm, and the rapacity of 
commiſſioners from the Convention. The General alſo 
intended, that a fleet ſhould be immediately prepared at 
Rotterdam, Zealand, and in the Texel, to ſecure the 
Indian poſſeſſions of Holland; that a ſtrict neutrality ſhould 


be proclaimed towards the Engliſh; and that 30, ooo men 


mould be placed in Dutch Gueldres as an army of obſerva- 
tion. After a few more arrangements immediately neceſ- 
fary, General Dumourier had reſolved to aboliſh through all 
Belgia the obnoxious decree of the 15th of December, and 
to invite the people to call primary aſſemblies at Aloſt, 
Antwerp, Ghent, or any other convenient place; ; and to 


determine upon the form of government they might moſt 


approve. Then he intended to propoſe ta the Auſtrians a 
ſuſpenſion of arms, and in caſe of refuſal to march with 
150,000 men, and compel them to paſs the Rhine; but on 
their accepting the truce, he would have purſued the execu- 
tion of his plan, by endeavouring to eſtabliſh an alliance 
offenſive and defenſive between the Belgian. and Batavian 
Republics ; or, if this was not practicable, to form from 
them both an army of 80,000 men, to be on foot till the 
end of the war ; finally, an union was io be propoſed 
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between thoſs Provinces and France, provided 5 the FOE, 
| ſhould reſtore the conſtitution of 1789; and if this, offer 
were rejecteg, the General was to put himſelf at the head 
of 40,000 Belgian and Batavian ſoldiers joined to the 
French troops of the line, march to Paris, diffolve the 
Conventions and 'anvikileze the; ink, deere th 
.Jacobins. | 

This important = mk vas the war) and 
procured the ſafety of France: it was communicated only 
to four perſons; and though it may appear to many highly 
chimerical, would no doubt have ſucceeded, if circumſtances 


had not turned moſt unfortunately againſt the General, who | 


was obliged to relinquiſh many of the arrangements he had 


Formed, in order to retrieve the faults of his ſubordinate 


officers, and fave the principal army * was on the 
| en of being entirely . 


CHAP: II. 


General Dumouriess Airectiont lo the grand army Hi 
advice to Bournonville, recrniiy elected Minifler of War— 
| Orders 10 raiſe the Belgic Batiulion— Loan opened by the 
General in the Netherlands. 


HE meaſures of Dumourier were now arranged, but 

almoſt every material was wanting to put them in 
execution. At Antwerp he hatl but two weak battalions 
of National Gendarmerie, each about 350 men, undil- 
ciplined, unfit for war, and by the licentiouſneſs of their 
conduct extremely dangerous to the peaceful citizens, The 
Pay of theſe diſorderly Janiſſaries (who were compoſed of 


the old French * was 40 ſols per day, without any 
deduCtion ; 
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deduction ; and they had privilege of naming * own 
officers. The General during a review- admoniſhed them 


ſeverely, that if they continued the outrages they were 


accuſtomed to 4 commit, or diſcovered the leaſt {ymptoms 

of mutiny, they-ſhould be ſent back to France with every 
mark of diſgrace. He had beſide 150 men of the twentieth 
regiment of horſe, and three battalions of National Guards, 
with the Batavian legion, amounting to 2000 men, of 


which 200 were cavalry. Twelve battalions of National 


Guards newly raiſed were ſtationed in Welt Flanders; 
theſe were for the moſt part without guns, powder- boxes: 
and ſhoes, and did not expect to engage in the campaign 
till the month of May. 


The General was deſtitute of artillery fit to undertake - 
a ſiege ; there were no magazines, nor any Commiſſary of 


War, and money was greatly wanting; there was, how- 
ever, no time to be loſt; the precipitate declaration of war 
by the Convention made Holland prepare for defence, and 
jf its exertions had been equally rapid with thoſe of the 
General, his attack could not poſſibly have been attended 
with ſucceſs. During the winter, the army of the north 
was under the command of General Miranda; this officer 
was intelligent, and well educated; he was better acquainted 


with the theory of war than any other General in the 


armies, but had ſeen little actual ſervice: by his intimacy 
with Pethion, he procured the ſituation of Major General 
in the army the year before. He came to join General Du- 
mourier at the camp of Grandpre in Champagne, and was 
exceedingly uſeful during the different attacks of the 
Pruſſians, and particularly in the retreat to St. Mene- 
hould on the 1 5th of September. The ſeverity, eccentricity, 
and haughtineſs of this General' s character made him 

K univerſally 
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univerſally diſliked : he was ignorant of the proper method 
of leading French ſoldiers, who ought always to be treated 
with affability and confidence. 

By the patronage of Dumourier he' was in Dhedinhes 
1792 created lieutenant-general, and promoted to che com- 
mand of the northern army, with a proſpect of the title of 
commander in chief on the firſt vacancy. | 

Miranda was diſpleaſed becauſe Valence, who was an 
older lieutenant-general, and commanded the advanced guard 
of Kellerman's army in the campaign of 1792 with bril- 
liant ſucceſs, had been made general in chief at the requeſt 
of Dumourier. This preference was never forgiven” by 
Miranda ; he concealed, however, his reſentment for 2 
long time, but it was diſcovered at the battle of Nerwinda 


in a manner very fatal to the intereſt of the French Re- 


public. Before that period he was apparently actuated by 
a zealous attachment to Dumourier, who ſent, him to 
Paris to procure artillery, that in caſe of a rupture with 
England and Holland the campaign might be opened in 
proper time by the ſiege of Maeſtricht. General Lanoue 
commanded the army of General Dumourier ; he was a 


man of bravery and integ7ity ; fifty years of ſervice had 


made him reſpectable, but his vigour began to decline: 
next to him in command was General Thouvenot, an 
officer of extraordinary merit. The army of General Va- 
lence was in his abſence commanded by Lieutenant Gene- 
ral Le Veneur, a man of courage, but intirely deſtitute of 


capacity. 


General Miranda was dcliral by Dumourier to appear | 


before Maeſtricht with a part of his army, and to procure 
a reinforcement of 30,000 men from the other armies, 


without impoveriſhing the garriſons of the lower Meuſe; 
| he 


9 1 | 

he was alfo' to communicate to the reſt of the generals, 
that they ſhould contract their quarters, and hold their 
troops in readineſs to aſſemble at one point, if the Auſtrians 
who were intrenehed by the Herffle, and the Pruſſians who 
were encamped at Weſel, ſhould, as might be expected, 
wiſh to effect a junction for the purpoſe of ſuecouring 
Maeſtricht. General Dumourier thought he acted properly 
in not mentioning the place at which this army of obſer- 
vation was to aſſemble; but he is now convinced and ac- 
knowledges, that the omiſſion was à great error in judg- 
ment. At the cloſe of his inſtructions, Dumourier confiden- 
tially communicated his plan of attack to General Miranda, 
exhorting him not to undertake a regular ſiege of Maeſtricht, 
but to ſtorm the place with bombs and red hot balls, as 
Liſle had been treated by the Duke of Saxe Teſchen ; and 
that as ſoon as he ſhould be acquainted that Dumourier , A 
had paſſed Moor Dyke and arrived at -Dart, he ſhould : 11 
leave the ſiege of Maeſtricht, if not then taken, to be 1 1 

continued by General Valence, and proceed as quickly as 390; 

poſſible to Nimeguen, to prevent the Pruſſians, ſhould they 7 | 
attempt to get firſt into Holland: to aſſiſt this purpofe Du- | 
mourier deſired that General Champmorin, an engineer of q 
much ability, ſhould go againſt Venloo, and poſſeſs himſelf { 
of the lower part of the Meuſe, while Miranda was beſieg- 40 
ing Maeſtricht. # 
General Dumourier recommended hu utmoſt diſpatch 7 
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in fulfilling theſe orders, and that the ſiege of Maeſtricht 15 
might be opened on the 12th or 15th of that month. He ; if 4 | 
wrote to Lanoue and Thouvenot that he fhould come to - ] i 75 ' 
review the troops, after having inſpected the quarters on WE * 
the lower Meuſe. He cauſed Lieutenant General Moreton, *3009 
who commanded at Bruſſels, ta be informed that he was 1-316 W 
M 2 on 11 
„ 


He 


on the moment of ſetting out on his j journey hither; he FI | 
orders to General D'Harville to aſſemble his troops at Namur | : 
on the 20th of February, as he intended to review his diviſion , 
on the 22d. Dumourier thus amuſed thoſe of his generals | 
: who were not to be concerned in the expedition, and by that 
means rendered the enemy incapable of conceiving in what 
point the campaign was to be commenced. - A ſhort time after- 


Dumourier left Paris, Pache quitted the War Department to 


be elected Mayor of that capital; he was ſucceeded as War 
Miniſter by General Bournonville, who had been promoted 
to his rank in the army by Dumourier's recommendation: 
he had diſcovered great ſpirit in the ſervice, and much at- 
tachment to his patron the General, Dumourier did not, 
however, detail to this miniſter the particulars of his plan 
for invading Holland, fearing that they might be diſcloſed 
by the treachery or folly of the numerous clerks and re- 


tainers of the War Office. 


Pacha, before he left the office of Miniſter, had di- 
rected that the remainder of the fortifications of Mons 


and Tournay ſhould be demoliſned. The inhabitants of 


thoſe cities were much diſpleaſed at this order, the execu- 
tion of which was ſuſpended by General Dumourier, who 
now deſired Bournonville to revoke the imprudent order, 
and even to repair thoſe fortifications with all poſſible ex- 


—— 


pedition. 
Many other important articles of advice were given 


by Dumourier for the defence of the frontiers, and by the 
adoption of which the confederate powers would have been 
long prevented from penetrating into France. The Gene- 
ral had requeſted Bournonville to ſend him ſeaſonable re- 
inforcements; particularly ſuch as would be fit for a 


campaign in which many regen Were likely to take place. 
Bournonville 


11 - 
Bournonville loſt no opportunity of complying with Du. 
mourier 's deſires, and General D Arcon, with ſeveral able 
engineers, ſpeedily arrived at the army. | 

D'Arcon was a man of the moſt amiable character, and 
of the higheſt military reputation-as an officer of artillery. 
The notorious Prince of Hefle, a deſpicable retainer of the 
Jacobins, had imputed the charge of ariſtocracy to this 
valuable officer, who was on that account ſuſpended from 
his command; but Dumourier, well acquainted with his 
merit, reſtored him to the ſervice, and found him' in every 
reſpe& deſerving of confidence. General.de Flers was in 
command at Bruges ; this officer was brave, but more 
conceited than ſkilful, Dumourier had raiſed him to the 
rank of major-general in conſequence of his having received 

a wound with a muſket-ball in the camp of Maulde. De 
Flers acquainted Dumourier with a plan which he had 
formed for taking by ſurpriſe the city of Sluys. Though 
Dumourier pretended to adopt this ſcheme he did not wiſh 
that General de Flers ſhould loſe troops and time in mak- 
ing impracticable attempts upon the Dutch towns in Flan- 
ders; but he placed a body of five or ſix thouſand men 
under his command, that he might replace, by Antwerp 
and Breda, the forces that were to march on the expedition 
into Holland. General Dumourier had left all his ſtaff- 
officers and aides- de- camp at Liege, and was attended alone 
by Baptiſte, who, when only valet to the general, contri- 
buted greatly, by the animating courage of his behaviour, 
to the victory of Jemappe : as a reward for his intrepidity, 
and by Dumourier's deſire, he was preſented with a com- 


miſſion in the army, and ſtill continued to feel a ſtrong at- 
To form his ſtaff Du- 


* 


tachment to his former maſter. 


mourier was therefore under the neceſlity. of ſending for . 
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four officers, at the head of whom he placed Colm 
Thouvenot, a man of great courage, capacity, and inte- 

grity, a zealous friend of the General's, and 1 in _— = 
latter always repoſed the {greateſt confidence. 

General Thouvenot, brother to the colonel, was als | 
kigh in the eſteem of Dumourier, and acquainted with all 
his reſolutions; his preſence was, however, eſſentially ne- 
ceſſary in the grand army, as he minutely underſtood the 
treatment of troops in winter quarters, and by his influence 

and coriciliation frequently made * the ne of 
the other generals. 6 

Ide only commiſſary with the army was Potit 5 
whole time was fully and importantly employed in provid | 
ing materials for the fiege of Maeftricht, and for the can- 

tonments to be made between the Meuſe and the. Roer, 
and in the different parts of the Netherlands; another com- 
miſſary (Malus) was therefore to be ſent from Paris, that 
Petit Jean might be able to attend the commands of Du- 
mourier. As this was delayed the General could not wait, 
but ordered Petit Jean and Thourenot to meet him at 
Antwerp, where in two days he ſettled with them every 


neceſſary arrangement for his expedition. At the depar- e. 
ture of Thouvenot and Petit Jean, Dumourier appointed P. 
the former inſpector, and the latter commiſſary general, and m 
gave them orders for the levying of twenty-five battalions of m 


Belgic troops, each to conſiſt of 8oo men. General Va- 


lence, in his journey from Paris, paſſed through Antwerp to 8 

receive the commands of Dumourier, who imparted to mw 

| kim the whole of his plan, and recommended him to viſit 8. 

5 all the winter quarters of the troops, in order to chooſe a the 
I | « favourable poſition for the army with which he was to cover ies 
O 


F | the ſiege of Maeſtricht till the departure of Miranda, whom 
A : | | he 


1 * 1 
he was then to csg in the operations againſt that place. 


The Financial Committee bf the French Convention, 
either ſuſpicious of the generals inthe ſervice, | or treaches 


rouſly wiſhing to defeat the ſucceſs of their plans, had 


directed that no more money ſhould be advanced for mili⸗ 
rary purpoſes but the pay of the troops, which, indepen- 
dently of their ſubſiſtence, were in want of clothing. arms, 
and ſhoes. Only fifteen days pay was allowed for the 
troops that were to a& againſt Holland, and the expedi= 
tion, from incidental circumſtances, became amazingly 
| 2 The unjuſt dd eee behavioir of the 


| knowledging the candid intentions of General —— 
Antwerp contains as great a number of wealthy inhabitants 
as any city in Europe, for they had made a ſtrict economy 
ſupply the loſs occaſioned by the decline of commerce : 4 
loan of 1200,000 florins was opened by Dumourier at 4 

meeting of the principal citizens in this town. Thie Loan 
produced 200,000 florins, which ſum was ineſtimably ſer- 
viceable in cloathing and arming the troops of the Republic. 
The General was in Holland while this ſum was received and 
expended : he has been charged by the Jacobiris with having 
purloined it himſelf, Falſe and filly accuſation ! does the 
mind that is filled with the love of glory, arid plans of the 
moſt important nature, ever ſtoop to ſuch ſordid meannels ? 
All the preparations for Dumourier's expedition Were 
ready in about ten days, and the advanced guard of his 
army entered Holland on the 17th of February. Theatmy 
was few in numbers, and it was of the utmoſt importance 
that this ſhould be concealed: the affair was managed fo 
well, that the troops employed ſcarcely believed theraſelves 
to he leſs than 30,000 ſtrong ; while the Dutch apprehended 
the 
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E 2 J 
the approach of an immenſe army, the people of Antwerp 
having greatly magnified the number of. the Os that 
paſſed through their city. 

The Prince of Orange was with utter offended at the 
manifeſto publiſhed by Dumourier, previous to his entering 
Holland ; that manifeſto ought not, however, to impeach 
the character of the General, but to be attributed to his 
public ſituation : it was neceſſary to encourage a conſider. 
able part of the Dutch people, who were depreſſed and 
diſpirited : it was proper to ſeparate the cauſe of the Hol- 


landers from that of the Stadtholder, as the former, had i = 
been left to their determination, would have been againſt 


the war, as contrary to their advantage. Theſe were the 
| circumſtances under which the General's. declaration was 
made; in any other caſe it would have been highly i im- 


proper; though it will be recollected that war between the 


moſt civilized countries is generally preceded by mutual ac- 
cufations not conveyed in language of the greateſt delicacy. 


— 
CH AP. III. 


The Army oſembled, zts 4 and firſt Operation. In. 
terview of Dumourier with the Baron de Stael, formerly 
Sura Ambaſſador to France Tating of Breda, Klundert 
and Gertruydenburg— Siege of William ſtiadi — Bloctade of 

Bergen-op-Zoon and Steenberg. General Dumourier arrives 
at Mor Dyke—Prepares to paſs over to Dort—ls unex- 
pectedly compelled to depart for the Grand 4 my. 


A on the Dutch territories by the 17th of F ebruary, 
and were cantoned between Bergen-· op- Zoom and Breda. 


Some 


Conſiderable number of Dumourier's troops entered 


fy 


Fe) 1 


Son prefſt ing concerns e the 5 at 1 
from which he departed on the 22d with the remainder of 
his army and the requiſite artillery. The army conſiſſed 
ol twenty-one battalions, excluſive of the cavalty and light 

troops: if complete theſe battalions. would haye amounted 
to 14. oo men; but there were not more than 10,080 


properly accoutered; among this number were the goth 


regiment (formerly that of Conti) which had never ſeen 
ſervice; the national gendarmerie and troops of the line, 
amounting only to two battalions., The artillery conſiſted 
of four twelve-pounders, eight eight pounders, four mortars 
of ten inches, twenty hand · grenades, and four howitzers. 
This ſmall army was arranged by Dumourier into four 
diviſions; the advanced guard, commanded by General 
Berneron, was compoſed of two battalions of national 
guards, two of Dutch refugees, the Belgian corps, ,a part 
of the northern legion, fifty dragoons of the 6th regiment, 
eighty Dutch dragoons, and the oy of the legion of the 
north. | 

The right diviſion conſiſted of nine dane of 9 
Guards, the two battalions of gendarmerie, with one hun- 
dred and twenty French huſſars. This diviſion was com- 
manded by General D'Argon, aſſiſted by Colonel Weſter- 
mann. 
nominally two, were efficiently to be reckoned but as one; 
indeed, their want of diſcipline and licentious behaviour, 
which has — been alluded to, rendered them. very 
unfit for ſervice: 

'The left digen was der the ü of Colonel 
Le Clerc; it conſiſted of nine battalions, including one of 


troops of the line, and upwards of two hundred French 
N huſſars, 


P ou 
3 


It ſhould be obſerved that the gendarmes, though 
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ue the der of the regiment to which the hundred 


n fifty in the right diviſion belonged. 


The rear was compoſed of a battalion of ekidel "I 


a Dutch battalion, two hundred Belgians, one hundred 
| troopers of the 20th regiment; and a hundred Belgic huſfars 7 


it was commanded by Colonel Tilly, one of the General's 


" aides-de-camp. To each of theſe diviſions was E 2 
6 R of the artillery.” : Aal 


With this little army did Dumourier undertake to con- 


quer Holland: the deſign might appear hopeleſs ; - but there 
was a ſtrong party in the country, who were ready to ſup- 


port his attempt. His troops, though they wanted time 


and good officers to give them proper diſcipline, were full 
1 UK courage, and impatient to undertake the enterpriſe, 
which had a boldneſs in its aſpect extremely well adapted 
to their national genius. The General informed his troops 
ol every difficulty they had to encounter from the rigour of 
the climate; the canals and arms of the. ſea to be croſſed; 
and the fortreſſes, ſurrounded by inundations, that were to 
de taken; but having {tated theſe impediments he aſſured 
them, that when once they ſhould get into Holland they 
' would be joined by many friends, and amply provided with 


every neceſſary and comfortable accommodation. Senſibi- 


© lity and quickneſs of conception are the charaQteriſtics of 
the French ſoldier; he cannot be led to victory by the 
mechanical means of the military ſcience: if he hears his 


general unfold the difficulties of an enterpriſe, he thinks of 
nothing but to ſurmount them, and enters on the taſk with 
pleaſure and alacrity ; but if not previouſly acquainted with the 
danger, he is confounded as ſoon as it appears; he ſuſpects 
himſelf to be the blind victim of a deſperate attempt, and 

e after 


CW. 1 
after this. miſtyſt it is not poſſible to > ply or 3 him 


obedient. 7 

b had prey? "alin Pd with- 8 
advanced guard, to march forward, promiſing that he 
ſhould be ſpeedily ſupported by the reſt of the army. By 
inſtructions under the hand of Dumourier, General Berne- | 


found there, or at Swaluve or Roowgert. General Ber- 


French army, by which the expedition wauld have been 
intirely- defeated ; it was, however, well known. to Du- 


of the country in charge, or any authority 10 aſſemble 
thoſe troops for its defence, and the attention of the com- 
manders of the different towns was taken up in concerting 


attack at ſo early a part of the ſeaſon. When Dumou- 
tier came to his firſt poſt on the 22d, he was {truck 
with ſurpriſe and chagrin to find his orders not executed, 
o part of the advanced guard having yet pailed the Merck ; 
and this neglect had given the Dutch ſufficient time to draw 

A their 
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ron was alſo directed to ſend immediately a e eee, +; 
eight hundred foot and a hundred horſe, under the com- 
mand of Lieutenant-Colonel Daendels, a Dutch refugee, 
to Moor Dyke, in order to ſeize on all the veſſels to be 


neron was ordered to place the reſt of his diviſion along te 
Merck, and to throw a bridge over it, to ſecure a commu». 
nication with the colonel, whom he was to ſupport ſhould. 
the neighbouring garriſons make any ſorties.. Three regi- 
ments of dragoons, exceeding in number all the cavalry of 
Dumourier, were in Bergen-op-Zoom, Gertruydenburg, 
and Breda; and if they had acted in conjunction with tlie 
cavalry of Heuſden and Bois- le- Duc, would have been ſtrong. 
enough to have beaten back the advanced guard of the 


mourier that not one of the Dutch generals had the ſafety . - 


meaſures for their preſervation, not having expected any 
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their veſſels from the Moor Dyke to wt and put thaw 


in the protection of three guard-lhips that were ſlationed at 
2 


the latter place. By this error the General found it 
impracticable to paſs over to Dort, unlefs other boats 


could be obtained ĩinſtead of thofe he expected would be 


ſeized for the purpoſe: The General then commanged 


Berneron and Daendels to advance with all poſſible Tpeed ; 


at the ſame time he directed General D'Aręon to inveſt 
Breda with the right diviſion, and Colonel Le Clerc io 
blockade Bergen- o- Zoom and Steenberg cloſely with he 
left; the out- poſts of theſe two laſt Places were abandoned 
by the officers there in command. The ſmall fort of 


Blaw Shiys: was foon taken by Colonel Le Clerc, who then 


ſummoned” Steenberg to ſurrender; a few trifling ſallies 


were made by the garriſon of Bergen- op- Zoom, and which 
only produced the. deſertion of ſome * fog among to the 
Dutch Patriotic Legion. ; 

General Duthourier ſent his advanced A grand to beſiege 
Klundert and Withamſtadt, and commanded Lientenant- 


Colonel Daendels to prevent communication between Klun- | 
dert and Williamſtadt, by poſting his detachment at Nordſ- 


chantz, where three veſſels were ſeized by that officer. 
The General himſelf proceeded with his rear gftiard 

between the two diviſions of his army to Sevenbergen ; he 

appointed Meſſrs. Koch and De Niſs to be colonels; theſe 


gentlemen (Dutch Refugees) were two of the four perſons 


to whom Dumouricr confidentially imparted his plan. 


Koch, an eloquent and enterpriſing man, was to aſſiſt Da- 


endels; De Nifs, a man of cool bravery and information, 


accompanied the General. The difficulty of paſſing to 


Dort by the Moor Dyke did not eſcape the mind of Du- 


mourier ; the firſt plan for that purpoſe was this: agreeable 


1 * ah 


„ 


to the orders given to General Berneron ly Koch and Dain. 


dels were to proceed by the 17th 10 Moor Dyke, ſupported” f 


by the advanced guard poſted on the Merck; all the veſſels 


they could find were then to be fully manned, and they E 


were to paſs to Dort, reckoning on the co-operation of 
the inhabitants, by whoſe ffi ſtance - it was propoſed to 


as. 4 


diſarm the garriſon (conſiſting of 250 men) if they mould ö 


be unwilling to join the army. At Dort there were up- 
wards of an hundred veſſels; theſe were to be conducted to 
the Moor Dyke, and bal four of the largeſt of them, 
armed with cannon, were to be ſent forward to drive away 
or capture the three guard- ſhips, which were very indiffe- 
rently manned and armed. 

When the plan had thus far operated, the main body of 
the army was to advance to Sevenbergen, Oudenboſch, 
Moor Dyke, and Swaluve, and to paſs from thence i in one 


8 
or two diviſions to Dort: : they were to be protected in 


embarking by the rear guard, which was to deſtroy the 
bridge thrown over the Merck, and prevent the garriſons 


from paſſing that river to haraſs the army, which, when 


once arrived at Dort, was likely | to meet t with no other : 


obſtacle. 
General Dumourier, the evening he left Antwerp, met, 
at a ſmall village on his route, the Baron De Stael, who 


CF 


had been ambaſſador from Sweden to France, and was then 2 


proceeding for Paris; they ſupped together, and the Baron 
informed the General, that in every part of Germany and 
Holland through which he had paſſed he had obſerved the 


greateſt approbation of the General's enterpriſe, and that 


the Stadtholder's party was much terrified : the Baron | 


alerted that his journey to Paris was about his own private 


4 


affairs. Dumourier, without preſſing to know what might 


be 


* 


7 
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de its real objea, adviſed the Paren not to o depend on 8 5 


preſent aſpect of events; but to be extremely cautious of 
what he ſaid at Paris, and to avoid as much as n 
pledging his court to any certain conduct. ; 
The General gave ſimilar advice to a perſonage . very”; 
high rank from Poland, .who viſited him in his quarters, 
Every opportunity was taken by Dumourier of giving theſe 
cautions, that foreign courts might not precipitately pledge 
themſelves to a government, the uſurpers of which would 


neither conſult prudence nor honour when diſpoſed to break | 


tacir engagements. | 


Though the original plan of the General was deranged n 


by the neglect of the officers of the advanced guard, he did 
not laſe hopes of ſucceſs ; but new means were concerted, 


tw-enty- three veſſels, from 20 to 70 tons, were found 1 in the 8 
canals between Oudenboſch and Sevenbergen. „ 
The commiſſary Bourſier, an intelligent and active man, 


was ordered to make theſe veilels fit to carry 1200 men, 
and to mount four of them with cannon, to form the ad- 


vanced guard of this little ſquadron. All the carpenters | 


and ſailors of the ſmall ports thereabout were alſo impreſſed, 
but were handſomely paid from the funds of the Dutch 


Revolutionary Committee, and on the credit of the property 


of the partizans of the Prince of Orange. 


Dumourier's army, from the moment it entered on the 


Dutch territory, was chearfully ſupplied by the inhabitants 


with forage, money, and proviſions. Never was an army 
4 


more cordially received, nor did one ever ſhew itſelf lels 
entitled to ſuch treatment. The gendarmerie and light 
traops exerciſed every ſpecies of diſorder and oppreſſion; 
but the national guards and the troops of the line, much to 
their honour, are not to be included i in the reproach. 


Time 
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Time being 8 to prepare this veſſels, the General 
made an, important alteration in his firſt plan; when his 
intention was to elude the ſtrong places on his right and 
leſt, (one of which at leaſt he would afterwards have at- 
tempied to take) and to endeavour at an immediate paſſage 


from the Moor Dyke. The General directed that no re- 


gular ſiege ſhould be undertaken, which would have col- 
lected the army into one point, and diſcovered its weak neſs. 
The garriſons that were not attacked would then have re- 

covered from their ſurpriſe, interrupted Dumourier's com- 
munication with Antwerp, and diſperſed the little fleet 
upon which he materially relied; therefore, while Colonel 
| Le Clerc blockaded Bergen-op-Zbom, and Steenberg, 
General D'Argon was ordered to attack Breda, and the 


advanced guard to fall at the ſame time upon Klundert. 


Breda, a town celebrated for its ſtrength, 7 furniſhed 
| with 200 pieces of cannon, well paliſadoeT, and protected 


by an inundation; it was garriſoned by 1200 infantry, and 


a regiment of dragoons, but Count de Byiand, the governor, 
was a Courtier, and not a ſoldier : without opening any 

trenches, General D*Argon planted two batteries, of four 
-mortars and four howitzers, very near the town, During 
three days the enemy anſwered by a briſk fire; on the fourth 
General D'Argon had but ſixty bombs remaining, and muſt 
have raiſed the ſiege after they were diſcharged. At this 
juncture Colonel Philip De Vaux ſummoned the place a 
ſecond time, repreſenting to the governor that General 
Dumourier approached with his army, and that in caſe 
of a refuſal to ſurrender, no quarter would be given to the 
garriſon : this created an alarm, and the governor and his 
officers immediately capitulated on honourable terms. The 
9 which was very little damaged, was then entered by 

| the 
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Tye French troqps, who took poſi ion \ of a great quantity 
of ammunition, ſtores. EE Op hy | 


4 In two days after the ſurrender of Breda, Klundert, 10 was 
taken. This little fort was alſo protected by an \inunda- 
tion, and its works were very regular: — it was, defended 


with 1 more bravery than Judgment, by : a lieutenant-colonel 


6 native of Weſtphalia) i in the Dutch ſervice. There were 
no more than 150 men in the place. General Berneron 


; had placed A battery of four cannon, and ſome ſmall mor- 


tars, at 150 toiſes from the fort; the commander of 


| which kept up an inceſſant fire for ſeveral days, but with- 


out effect; and having at laſt no ſhelter for his troops, re- 
| ſolved to retreat to Williamſtadt, after ſpiking his cannon, 


In this attempt he was intercepted by Colonel Hartmann, 
at the head of a regiment of Dutch refugees: : he ſhot the 
- colonel dead, and himſelf received at the ſame time a ball, 

by which he was killed on the ſpot: his men were made 


priſoners, and his body was carried to Klundert, after 
taking out the keys of the town which were in his pocket. 
About 80,000 lb. weight of powder, 53 pieces of cannon, 
ſome mortars, a and a great number of bombs and ſhot, 
were found in Klundert. General Berneron was imme- 
_diately diſpatched by Dumourier to undertake the ſiege of 
Williamſtadt, which was to be conducted with the ammu- 


nition and artillery of Klundert. | General D Argon was | 
alſo ordered to begin the ſiege of Gertruydenberg. This 
inconſiderable town was pooriy defended on the fide of 


Ramſdonec, having in that quarter only a flight pali ſadoe, 


and being commanded by neighbouring heights: on the 


left ſide of the Donge i it was, however, defended by an exten- 
fi ve inundation, and two lines of ſtrong outworks, which with 


"proper reſiſtance could not have been carried in leſs than three 
weeks. 


— — [TY 


— 


„„ 


weeks.. It was garriſoned by the regiment of Hirtzell, 


amounting nearly to g0o men, and a fine regiment of 


dragoons,, part of the Stadtholder's guard, The governor; 
an old man named Bedault, was a major-general in the 
Dutch ſervice, General D'Argon opened the ſiege with 
the cannon and mortars that he brought from Breda. The 
outworks were all carried or abandoned by the enemy the 
ſecond day: batteries were erected on ſeveral of them, and 
after a few ſhot had been exchanged, Colonel De Vaux en- 
tered the place, which capitulated with the honours of war. 
Dumourier, who had arrived in the mean time, dined with 
the governor, old General Bedault, who intimated that his 
ſurrender was occaſioned by his being diſappointed of veſſels 
from Dort, to enable him to evacuate the place. A lieu- 
tenant colonel of the national guards (a diſorderly fellow, 
who was bred a taylor at Liſle) had got drunk and violated 
the truce : he inſiſted on entering the city, in ſpite of the 
centinels ; and attempted to diſcharge a piſtol at the lieu- 
tenant-colonel of the regiment of Hirtzel. | 


Dumourier having ordered the drunkard to be brought 


into the room where he was at dinner with the governor, 
tore the epaulette from his ſhoulder, and reduced him to the 
ranks; while the aſtoniſhed officers of the garriſon inter- 


ceded for his pardon. By this conqueſt a conſiderable quan- 
tity of artillery and ammunition was gained; alſo an 


excellent port, and thirty-five veſſels of various fizes, in 
addition to five that had been taken at Breda. It was how 
the beginning of March, and while theſe ſieges were carty- 
ing on, General Dumourier was at the Moor Dyke, which 
he made the center of his operations. Bourſier, the com- 
miſſary, with great exertion, had armed twenty-three veſ- 
ſels, and ſupplied them with provifions for 1200 men. 

80 | The 
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General ſent theſe veſſels down the canal of Sevenbergen to 
Roowaert, a ſmall creek lying a quarter of a league weſt 


of the Moor Dyke. Dumourier had there fixed his quar- 


ters with fifty dragoons and a hundred Dutch chaſſeurs, 
when he was annoyed a whole day by the three guard-ſhips; 
he therefore poſted his chafſeurs along the Dyke, who killed 
two of the men on board the ſhips, and forced them to 
quit their ſtation. 

By the General's direction huts, covered with ſtraw, 


were built on the ſands from Roowaert to Swaluve: the 


ſoldiers there amuſed themſelves ; but were impatient to 
get to Dort. Dumourier, who lived and lodged like his 


men, in jeſt frequently compared them to beavers. Provi- 


ſions were plentiful, the water tolerably good, and brandy 
was diſtributed every morning to the troops. 

The probability of being oppoſed by gun-boats, in endea- 
vouring to conduct artillery and plant batteries over Hol- 
land, occaſioned Dumourier to adopt the beſt means of 
encountering ſuch a kind of oppoſition : among his batta- 
lions of volunteers there were ſeveral men from Gaſcony, 
Brittany, Normandy, and Dunkirk ; of theſe he formed a 
body of near five hundred ſailors, and gave them additional 
wages of twenty ſols per day. 

The ſquadron at Roowaert was to carry the General's 
advanced guard, and he appointed to the command of it 


an Engliſh naval officer and a lieutenant in the Dutch 


navy, aſſiſted by tome pilots of the country; but the delays 


| unavoidable in this expedition had enabled the Dutch to 
increaſe their ſquadron in the Bifbos, or ſmall ſea of the 


Moor Dyke. It already conſiſted of twelve armed ſhips, 
one carrying twenty guns; and the veſſels were all diſpoſed 


with great judgment to oppoſe the paſſage of the General, 
| Batteries 
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Batteries had alſo been erected by the Dutch at Stry, and 
along the coaſt of the iſland of Dort, which according to 
report, was to receive a reinforcement of 1200 of the Bri- 


tiſn guards, who had been landed at Helvoetſluys, ſhortly 


after war was declared. Dumourier was however per- 
ſuaded that no certain intelligence of his plan was known 
to the enemy, becauſe the Prince of Orange was making 


the moſt preparation for defence at Gorcum, where he 


had gathered an army to hinder the General's progreſs. 
Dumourier ſtill wiſhing to conceal his real deſign, con- 
tinued the blockade of Bergen-op-Zoom and Steenberg, 
and ordered General De Flers, who had juſt come from 
Paris with a reinforcement, to occupy the quarters of 
Colonel Le Clerc at Roſendael, and ſurround Bergen-op- 
Zoom with 6000 men; he then ordered the left diviſion 
to advance towards Oudenboſch and Sevenbergen, and diſ- 
patched the national gendarmerie with ſome cavalry from 
his right, to appear on the ſide of Heuſden. The ſiege of 
Williamſtadt was continued with very little ſucceſs by Ge- 
neral Berneron, who by beginning his attack at too great 
a diſtance, had waſted much ammunition, and made no 
progreſs: one front only of this town was open to attack, 
and which was exceedingly narrow. Two engineers of 
great ability, Du Bois de Crance (brother to the deputy of 
that name, but a much worthier character) and Mareſcot, 
were ſent by Dumourier to aſſiſt General Berneron. Theſe 
two officers altered the plan of attack, but were ſoon after- 
wards killed in a ſortie made by the garrifon : being de- 
ſerted by the ſoldiers, General Berneron did not raiſe the 
liege till Dumourier departed for the main army. A con- 
ſiderable number of veilels being found at Gertruydenberg, 
the General determined by means of them, to atterapt a 
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paſſage from that place to Dort; the diſtanee was rather 


longer than from Moor Dyke. Various preparations for 


this purpoſe were made with great diſpatch ; but cares of 
another kind were approaching, and the war was decided 


by a ſeries of misfortunes, even more rapid than the ſuc- 


ceſs with which it had been commenced. The ſiege of 
Maeſtricht was begun on the 20th of F ebruary, but was 
obſtinately defended, though General Miranda had ſet fire 
to ſeveral quarters of the city, A number of emigrants, 
headed by M. D'Autichamp, a lieutenant-general in the 
army of the Prince de Conde, aſſiſted to defend the town, 
and to that circumſtance its preſervation may with juſtice 
be attributed. A reinf rcement of Pruſſians having en- 
tered Venloo, General Champmorin was unable to carty 
it, though he had taken the for of Stevenſwaert, and that 
of St. Michael commanding the entrance of the bridge of 


Venloo, on the leſt fide of the Meu'e. The military ca- 


pacity of General Valence was reſpectable, but his autho- 
rity over the troops was not yet ſlifficiently eſtabliſhed to 
prevent the abſence of Dumourier from being greatly felt. 
The quarters about Aix-la-Chapelle were occupied by 
General Stengel, an officer highly fit to command an ad- 


vanced guard, being well acquainted with the diſcipline of 


the light troops. General Dampierre had the command 


in Aix-la-Chapelle, and was a ſhameful example of difli- 


pation and rapacity. This General was a man of very 


mean talents, but raſh, ambitious, and deceitful: he was 


connected with the Jacobins, and by aſſiſting their calum- 
nies againſt ſuperior officers, hoped to obtain the chief 
command. | ? 
There was in fa& a great miſunderſtanding among the 
French generals, and the troops were very injudiciouly 
) difpoſcd, 


| 4 Yoo } "3 
diſpoſed. The Prince of Cobourg, who knew of theſe 
circumſtances, aſſembled his army, marched to Aldenhoven, 
and without any difficulty penetrated the quarters of the 
French, who immediately fell back to Liege in great-confu- 
ſion, and without making the leaſt reſiſtance to the Prince's 
army, General Le Veneur, who was commanding the 
attack of Maeſtricht on the ſide of Wyck, fortunately 
paiſed the Meuſe with his cannon : Maeſtricht. was now 
entered by the Auſtrians, but General Miranda by conti- 
nuing to bombard Maeſtricht, and collecting his army be- 
tween that place and Tongres, might have prevented the 
further approach of the Prince of Cobourg: ſuch orders 
had been given to General Miranda, by Dumourier and 
Valence: the latter General, a few days afterwards, by 
charging with his cavalry on the plain of Tongres, ſaved a 
column of twenty-ſeven battalions on their retreat to Liege, 
and General Lanoue diſcovered great courage and capacity 
in retreating from Aix-Ja-Chapelle. Miranda had loft the 
preſence of mind neceſſary to execute the orders that had 
been given him, and by his own authority he directed his 
troops to abandon the Meuſe: the Auſtrians purſuing their 
ſucceſs, eroſſed the Meuſe, entered Liege, and took poſ- 
ſeſſion of the magazines of the French army, that in great 
conſternation had left its baggage and every thing -behind, 
except the heavy artillery, which was carried to Louvain, 
and from thence to Tournay. The Pruſſians ſoon took poſ- 
icfſion of the Lower Meuſe, and might have fallen on the 
rear of the French army in Holland: this important oppax- 
tunity was not taken by Prince Frederick of Brunſwick, 
and Dumourier availed himſelf of the neglect, by ſecuring 
his army. The troops commanded by Valence and Mi- 
randa were greatly confounded ; they openly accuſed their 
| officers, 
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[166 
officers, and even threatened General Miranda's life. Ge. 


nerals Valence and Thouvenot by their prudence brought 


the army into ſome order, but the ſoldiers deſerted in great 
numbers, and upwards of 10,000 returned to France, At 
this criſis the army loudly required the preſence of General 
Dumourier: the commiſſioners of the National Convention, 
by repeated expreſſes, urged him to depart immediately for 
Louvain; the General ſaid in reply, that the army might 
with ſome judgment be maintained in its poſition, and 


that if he was allowed time to finiſh what he was about, 


affairs might {till be proſperous. The Generals Valence 
and Thouvenot were of the ſame opinion ; but Miranda 
now appeared as much terrified as he was raſh in aſſerting 


before, that nothing was to be apprehended from the Auſ- 


trian army. The commillioners of the Convention having 
journeyed to Paris with the utmoſt expedition, reported the 
fituation of the army to be fo alarming, that it was pro- 
nounced that there was no remedy for the evil, but 

the immediate preſence of General Dumourier, who was 
commanded in the ſtrongeſt terms inſtantly to quit the 
Dutch expedition, and ſet out for the grand army : this 
order he received on the 8th of March, and on the gth 


departed for the army with a mind agitated by all the diſ- 


traction of difappointment. 

General De Flers was intrufted OY the command of 
the Troops in Holland: Dumourier knew that this Ge- 
neral was not equal in capacity to the intricacies of the 
undertaking, but there was no other general officer to put 
in his place; for D'Arcon was unable to keep the field, 
being ill with the gout ; and Lieutenant General Maraſſe, 
who commanded at Antwerp, on account of his great age, 
could not be truſted in an active ſituation, Colonel 

Thouvenot, 


| [ 17 J 
Thouvenot, upon whoſe abilities Dumourier greatly de- 
pended, was left with General De Flers, and poſſeſſed a 
copy of the inſtructions given to the latter, who was re- 
commended to undertake nothing , to the advice 
of the colonel. 8 

General Dumourier's abſence entirely depreſſed the ſpirits 
of this little army. Thoſe who had diſcovered the moſt 
ardent alacrity in ſupport of the enterpriſe, now deemed it 
impracticable, and it ſoon afterwards became fo. 

The Dutch ſquadron being reinforced, and the Pruſſians 
on the way to Bois-le-Duc, General De F lers, with ſix 
battalions and two hundred horſe, threw himſelf into 
Breda, and Colonel Tilly into Gertruydenberg, with three 
battalions and fifty horſe. By the judicious conduct of 
Colonels De Vaux and 'Thouvenot, the reſt of the army got 
ſafely to Antwerp; the fortifications of Klundert being 
blown up before the retreat by order of Colonel Thou- 
yenot. 7 

Thus finiſhed the expedition of General Dass 
into Holland: it was planned and commenced within ten 
days, and would no doubt have ſucceeded, but for the 


derangement of the army, which unfortunately happened 
at Aix-la-Chapelle. 
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CHAP. IV. 


Arrival of Dumourier at a jo the French 


Executive Government Their oppreſſive Conduct in Belgium 
 —Ordered by Dumourier to leave Antwerp — Treatment f 
the Belvians—The General endeaururs to redreſs their 
 Grievances— Reaches Louvair I met there by the Commif.. 
f oners of the Convention. | 


HE important conſiderations that had lately occupied 

the attention of the General, did not prevent him 
from jefleting, with extreme ſorrow, on the tyranny ex- 
perienced by the Belgians from the government of France 
and its agents. He arrived at Antwerp on the 2nd of Fe- 
bruary, and found the city greatly diſmayed by the inſo- 
lence of one of theſe commiſſioners, whom he cauſed to 
be immediately recalted. Every city in Belgium was under 
the domination of one or more of theſe tyrants; whoſe 


behaviour was as ridiculous as vexatious, for they affected 


to appear with military pomp. They began their career 
in the Netherlands, by putting the filver of the churches, 
the revenues of the clergy, and the eſtates of the nobility 
under fequeſtration : they pillaged the furniture of the no- 
bles and clergy, or ſold it at a very low price to the accom- 
plices in their nefarious villainy : they aboliſhed taxes to 
flatter the people : they expelled the magiſtrates from their 
offices, erected clubs, and governed in the moſt arbitrary 
manner, by the blind obedience of the military. Thus 
outrageous oppreſſion through all the Netherlands became 


intolerable : it was repeatedly complained of by the General 


to the Convention, and to the commiſſi oners Camus, 


Treilhard, Merlin, and Goſſuin, whom he met at Ghent. 
Theſe 


2 0 —— _ 


1 9 1 


T heſe commilli oners were either unable or + unwilling. to 
make redreſs, though Dumourier ſtated to them the cala · 


mity that would enſue, ſhould the Prince of Cobourg ap- 


pear on the frontiers, when the Belgians would certainly 
take the opportunity of avenging their wrongs; by an in- 
ſurrection, in which the French garriſons, already enfeebled, 

would moſt probably be deſtroyed. The apprehenſioi ons of 
the General were increaſed by the conduct of the cominiſ- 
ſioners, when they called the people together to conſent to 
the act of union between France and the Belgic Provinces. 
In defiance of decency, the people were aſſembled i in crowds 


in the churches, while a French commiſſioner (ſupported: 


by the military) read the act, and made a ſpeech of the, 
occaſion, neither of which the audience underſtood; but 
ſigned the act from the impulſe of fear. Reports of theſe 
meetings were afterwards printed by order of the commiſ- 


ſioners, and. tranſmitted to the National Convention, | 


which, in its fraternal phrenly, immediately erected atiother 
department. The act was frequently enforced by violence; 
muſkets and ſabres were uſed in the aſſemblies at Brüſſels 
and at Mons; many perſons were wounded, atid proteſts 
were made in form againſt this compulſive | union. | 

Several inſurrections took place; ; but the molt dangerous 


was at Grammont, where 10,000 pealants had aſſembled | 
in arms, and were poſſeſſed of ſome cannon : they impri- 
ſoned the commiſſioners, and forced the garriſon at Ghent L 


to retreat. 


The French army was hardly in ſufficient force to 
reſiſt - the Auſtrians, and could ſpate no troops to put 


an end to thoſe tumults, which rapidly increaſed. Du- 


mourier had always oppoſed the unjuſt treatment of the 


Netherlands, and refuſed to be an 1 inſtrument in executing 
=: | the 
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the tyrannic decrees of the National Convention 3 he hat | 
now two. objects 1 in view, to redreſs the grievances of this 
Injured country, and to effect the fafety of his own army, 
When he returned to Antwerp on the 1 ith, he found the 
city in great confulic ion. Chauffart, a Commiſſioner of the 
Executive Power, and who had mede/ily given himſelf the | 
furname of Publicola, had iſſued orders to arreſt the ma- 
giſtrates and principal citizens, General Marafſe delayed 
to execute this order; but the Biſhop of Antwerp and other 
reſpectaple characters, who were included i in it, had fled, 
or were in concealment. Chauſſart and his aſſociates were 
peremptorily ordered by Dumourier to leave Antwerp, 


and go to Bruſſels, or they ſhould be taken there by force, 


Chauffart inſolently complained « af this order, and ſaid that 
it ſeemed to be dictated by a Vizir. Dumourier anſwered. 
with good humour, « am certainly as much of a Vi izir as 
eu are of a PuPlicela. 3 2 
Chauſſart was thus compelled inſtantly to quit the town, 
of Antwerp, and Dumourier endeavoured. to reſtore the. 
tranquillity of that important place, by recalling the magil.. | 
trates and prohibiting the interference of the Jacobin Club. 
in public matters. Dumourier afterwards ſet out for Bruf- 
ſels, having firſt deprived General Morcton of the command 
on account of the many complaints made againſt his atro- 
cious conduct. ä 
General Dural \ was s appointed i in the room of Moreton :- 
he was an officer of conſiderable merit, clear faculties, and. 
eſtimable qualities : he. had ſerved the preceding year with 
great credit, but ill kealth afterwards prevented him from 
joining the army. This general gave Dumourier particular 
information concerning the ſtate of the troops at Louvain: 
nearly all the tents had been loſt in the retreat, and Lye it 
was 
A 


3 A 
- 2 2 
« £ * 
- * . 
* 


a 
was neceffary that tlie WO ſhould be enabled t 10 recover its 
courage and ſtrength by a ſhort encampment ; ; a great number 


of field. pieces belonging to the army were alſo loſt, The offi- 
cers who commanded the artillery, not receiving or aſking for 


any orders during the confuſion of the retreat, held a council | 


of war among themſelves, and it was determined that all the 
artillery ſhould be conducted to France; and the heavier part 


of it was already advanced as far as Tournay ; the lighter 


artillery and howitzers remaining at Anderlecht. The Ge- 


neral directed that the latter ſhould j join the: army, and — — hs | 


former ſhould not proceed any further on the way to France. 
Many officers and ſoldiers of the army were at Bruſſels on 
their return to France, but Dumourier ordered them to the 


camp at Louvain ; and diſpatched orders t to Mons, Toumay, : 


and other principal towns, that all fugitives from tne army 
ſhould be ſent back. Independently of theſe military con- 


cerns, Dumourier was anxious to relieye the Belgians from 


the effects of the ignorance and tyranny diſplayed by 1 the 
French commiſſioners; but he knew that! in this endeavour Cr 
he ſhould be expoſed to the vindictive malice of the Jaco- 
bins and their friends in the Convention. A little time 
previous to Dumourier' s arrival at Bruſſels, Chepy, an 
agent of the Executive Power, had urged General Dural to 
order feveral executions, 


Chepy proceeded from outrage to outrage ; he LC | 


to fire Bruſſels, or put it to the ſword ; he arreſted ſeveral of 
the molt wealthy and reſpectable citizens, and ſent them to be 


confined in the northern fortreſſes. Dumourier, however, put 
a ſtop to his exceſſes, and ſent him under a guard to Paris. 


A legion of Sans-Culottes, raiſed by General Moreton, 
and compoſed of the loweſt rabble, domingered over the 
city, and committed the greateſt cruelties and extortions ; 
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theſe banditti were commanded by a F renchman of ins- hf 
mous character, named Eſtienne: he was impriſoned by : 
Dumonrier, who broke the corps, and prohibited the 


denomination of fans-culottes. General Dumourier, by 


various proclamations, autherized the citizens to make 
complaint to the magiſtrates of any oppreſſions committed 
by the French, and ordered all the wa_ vales to be reſtored 
to the churches. | | J 

The proclamations on theſe, . many ſicgilar topics, 
were printed in both languages, and diſtributed through all 


the Netherlands : they produced the deſirable effect of : 


calming the minds of the inhabitants. The peaſants of 
Grammont, who had riſen | in inſurrection, laid down their 
arms, and Dumourier was. . gratefully hailed as the friend, 

the father, and protector of Belgia, On the 12th. of 
March the General wrote à letter to the Convention, 
ſtating every circumſtance of complaint that had occurred 
among the Belgians, the meaſures he had been obliged 
to purſue in conſequence, and the danger to be appre- 
hended to the army, unleſs the Convention ſhould ſpeedily. 
and ſolemnly redreſs the wrongs and outrages committed by: 


\its agents. 


This letter was referred to a committee, the preſident and 
members of which thought its contents ſo alarming, that 
it was not publicly read in the Convention, though the 
General had defired the war miniſter to produce it, and its 
accompanying documents, in the moſt open manner. 

 Dumourier now ordered Petit Jean, the commiſſary, and 
all the adminiſtrators of proviſions to attend him. He in- 
formed them that he expected in a few days to engage the 
enemy, and after making the neceſſary arrangements, he 


procured proviſions for fifteen days. The pay-maſter of 


the 


L us ] 
the army having retired to Liſle: with two mite in 
ſpecie, the General wrote to the commandant to ſend him 
back with a ſtrong eſcort. On the 12th of March in the 
evening, the General ſet out for Lauvain : but previous to 
an account of the military tranſactions that follow, and to 
prevent interrupting their detail, it will be eligible to relate 
the particulars of an interview at that place, between the 
General and the national commiſſioners. At the time 
when the army retreated, Danton and La Croix went to 
Paris, and Camus, Treilhard, Merlin, and Goſſuin re- 
tired * the frontiers of France : theſe laſt four having 
miſſed Dumourier at Bruſſels, proceeded to meet him at 
Louvain. Camus 'and Treilhard. (the moſt violent of the 
four) complained that the General had exceeded his autho- 
rity, by meddling with the civil government of the Pro- 
vinces. Dumourier anſwered, that in ſo. doing he had 
performed the greateſt of all duties, that of attending to 
the public ſafety, which depended entirely on the ' ſecurity 
of the army; that his proclamations were not only juſt,” 


but rendered by. circumſtances abſolutely neceſſary ; and 
that if they themſelves had, after deliberation, oppoſed his 


meaſures, he ſhould have thought it his duty to perſiſt, for 
the honour of France, and the redrefs of the —— 
Belgians, Oy ET | 

The General in particular FRY! to Camus (Who was 
religious even to ſuperſtition) concerning the ſequeſtration 
of the plate of the churches : he obſerved that it was ſur- 


/ 


priſing a man of his turn of mind ſhould behold ſuch ſacri- 


lege with approbation, or even indifference. * Go (ſaid 
Dumourier) 10 the Thurch of Saint Gudule, ſee the hoſt trod- 
den under foot, and waſted on the pavement ; the altars broken, 
and paintings, the maſler-pieces of art, d:/troyed ; ga and own 
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the neceſſity of, puniſhing the agents of your criminal 3 


theſe crimes are applauded by the Convention : if ut neither feels 


mor detefls their enormity, the lot of my unhappy country is much = 
to be pitied ; and know, that i, it cannot be ſaved without the + 
canin of crimes, I will not; commit them: hut here tha 
very cremes of France are ready io turn upon herfel 5 and 5p 
Janne pon ning iff the.” Solis Sig Bag 
Camus then remarked, that as the filver reflels of the 
churches had been broken, there would be much difficulty to 
reſtore them. No matter (faid the General) the metal gil 
remains, and it will not he vary expenſive to have them rr. 
made.” During this interview, Camus had faid with an 
air partly jeſting and partly ſerious, « General, yout art de- 
cuſed of wiſhing 10 be Caſar: if fo, I defign to att the puri 
of Brut. The General anſwered, Dear Cams, I 
am net Cafar, nor are you A and your ends 16 [ me 
the beft afſurance ꝙ a long life.” 
After three or four hours converſation with the Cindi 
the commiſſioners: departed. for Bruſſels. Camus had ob- 
ſerved, that he ſhould conſider it his duty to make a report 
of this converſation: to the National Convention: this re- 


port he afterwards drew up, and agreeably to the malice 


of his temper, gave every look and expreſſion of the Ge- 
neral the moſt rancorous interpretation. Dumourier 


returned to a con ſideration of the beſt methods to repair 


the errors committed by his officers, and to infuſe if poſſi- 
ble into his ſoldiers, the ſpirit and confidence that led them 
to their former victories. To 7] 
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AT the fi ight of Dumourier, his troops reſumed all their 

courage, and their hopes: the General reproached 
them with their want of diſcipline, and their miſtruſt of, 
officers, in whoſe ability. he. had every reaſon to conſide. 
They. embraced the General with. ſorrow and repentance, 
and demanded inſtantly to be led to the field, that they. 
might 1 regain their honour. This, temper of the ſoldiers 


| conſiderably enabled Dumourier to reflore order among 


them ; ; In which, 1 5 taſk he. cannot. ſufficiently eſti- 


the militzry virtues in a high degree ; ; andi it is ich phaſe 
Dumourier obſerves, that his friend. would be come one 
the firſt generals in F rance, ſhould the times permit him to. 
return to the ſervice of his country. - 3 
Excluſſve of the garriſons of Belgium, the army amounted} 
to near 40, oo infantry, and 5000 horſe. A diviſion, 90 
5000 men, (800 of whom were cavalry), commanded by, 
General La Marliere ; ; the diviſion of Namur, under the 
command of General D Harville, conſiſting of 12,900 i in- 
fantry and 1500 cavalry; and that of the corps of the army 
employed in the expedition againſt Holland, and which after 


the junction of General De Hers pans 18,000. foot, | 


and 2000 horſe. - FB 
The infantry was formed. into > fray, diviſions, the right , 
commanded by General- Valence, the center by the Duke de 
Chartres, (ﬆ that time called Egalitẽ and the left by General 

Miranda 
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Miranda; each of theſe diviſions conſiſted of 18 dae 


and amounted to 7oo0 men. General Chancel commanded 
the reſerve, conſiſting of eight battalions of 'grenadiers, and 
which was placed under-the orders of the Dukede Chartres, 


Miranda had under his orders General Miaczinſky, who 


If * 


had the command of the left flank of the army, Got 


of 2000 infantry 2 and 1000 horſe; and General Champ: | 
morin, cotnmanding a body of 5900 foot and 1000 horſe. 
Under the orders of General Valence, were General Dam- 


pierre, who commanded the right flank, conſi iſting of a force 


equal to that of Miaczinſky ; ; and General Neuilly, who 


had in command a body « of 3000 foot and 1000 horſe.” * 


old arid brave officer, but who frequently ſtood in need of 


advice. Much confuſion was occaſioned by the rapid pro- 


motion of officers to the higheſt ranks | in this war. The 
corps and regiments loſt good officers, and the army acquired 
indifferent generals : yet the army was much in want of 
general officers, for at this time there were no more than 
five lieutenant-generals and twelve major-generals, fi ix of 
whom commanded detached corps, ſo that but ſix remained 
to command in the line. 
General Dumourier, when he reached Louvain « on the 
morning of the 1 3th, found that the three diviſions of his 
infantry were encamped on the heights behind Louvain, 


advanced guard conſiſted of booo men, 1 500 of which were 
cavalry : it was commanded by General De la Marche, an 


having the canal of Malines in front: at the diſtance of two 


leagues beyond Bauterſem was poſted the body of reſerve, | 


with a ſmall number of horſe; and at Cumptich, more than 


two leagues beyond the body of reſerve; the advanced guard, 
having a force of about 400 men in Tirlemont. 


The enemy had advanced, and occupied all the villages 


between 


ln 


between Tirlemont and Tongres; their deſign was to turn 
our right on the 16th: if that had been done on the 135 
or 14th, the advanced guard would have fallen back on the 


„ and the latter on the main body, and the whole 
army, having no fixed rallying point, would have been de- 
feated and diſperſed. General Dumourier viſited the ad- 


vanced guard on the 14th, and directed movements by which 


the poſition of his army was altered much for the better 


with reſpect to ſecurity: he placed General Dampierre, 


with the troops under his command, at Hougaerde, to the 
right of Cumptich; and ordered General Neuilly to advance 
from Judoigne to Lummen, that the right wing of the ariny 
might be ſtrengthened, and the line extended beyond that 
of the enemy. General Miaczinſky was commanded to 
place himſelf to the left, between Dieſt and Tirlemontg 
and General Champmorin was ordered to occupy Dieſt with 


his diviſion. General La Marlière was directed to leave 


a ſmall body of troops at Aerſchette, to keep open the com- 
munication with Dieſt, and proceed with the remainder of 
his force to overawe the country of Campine, check the 
Pruſſian column that might advance in that quarter, and 
cover the retreat of the army employed in the Dutch expe- 
dition, ſhould it have given up the attempt of paſſing to 
Dort. Directions were alſo ſent to General de Flers to 
throw himſelf as quick as poſſible into Breda; to ſend 
Colonel Tilly for the ſame purpoſe to Gertruydenberg, with 
the troops ſpecified; and the remainder of the army to the 
lines of Antwerp, to be ſubje& to the orders of General 
Maraſſ6. Colonel Weſtermann was ordered to poſt himſelf 
at Turnhout, with the gendarmerie and northern legion, to 


protect this retreat, to check the enemy, and keep open the 


communication with General La Marliere and the main 
= . amy. 


— 


rr * * 1 2 


e — ES CR . 1 
— : 
5 — — 8 2 5 — — — 
— 2 2 - a 2 — — . — 8 = _ 4 
. . . — . — — — 5 — 2 — — —— : 
- — — * * —. — —— — 8 — — — = LY | 3 ou It — — — — — — 
EVERY " 3 "Es = . = 9 5 5 —— —— 3 — r ˙» = ag, wane a — — * — ö —— 
WR . 5 — r — — * — F : — n — . 2 8 „ r gt en ES > n RE — ned £ 2 8 — — — 
n * 2 Dn 7 — . — en CEP IIB 7-7 1 RT Sg — S 2 r SLE AER VS : c — => D 8 r EEE . ne, EDS. . 
„ * res — _ CC * WS ps 85 r — 8 — 7 * 12 © 3 — : — ax mugen IT, +9... 165 Wt Dc. Cv Ar ate r 2 244 3 —ů— — . — 
I : 2 — * 8 — — 9 — ” x , > * - : 0 4 „ 8 A wy 2 1 9 r — - * — — 
r 3 "= op oat,” : * * STE 2 ä 9 7 8 0 * 9 * — TTT — Das © £422 2 A ” * — 
p . 7 - : y — 9 _ > Vi RH 2 3 N * 1 c = 1 — £22 . „ 2 ne ==" —— ——̃ — _ - = 
1 * f 5 — e 3 n JS — 5 EI EO RES — : 7 * — * f - CELTS SR — Oh ns rs 
wo * A. , J 2 - - In 
— — 4 2 * 3 4 — — — SI - — * 2 E * : * — D- — 
2 . 4 _ — — - : CO cant 32 . — _ k — b ng — - — 
—— - " 2 3 F Sad ma x IE 7 D e = bY 2 — — — 
= 93 4 N L | — J . 8 2 2 r — 2 
— ” — f — 2 * ? — . — — — : Fac — 
\ be 3 * - — 5 ä ee 
x r 4 as > ” — * 0 3 — — — bi 4 . — 7 2 ©" r 
" a 2 gt —— — — ERR —— „.. , 22007 
. « — 3 — a 
— - 


. * 
=> * x 

4+ "4, ES a 5 "PEO "2 
\ * 
.. * 2 
er — 
700" 2 3 22 
— 


1 


* 


3 


t 
? 


- 
4 
z I 
Fd. 
he 8 
I 
1 
. 
2 
21 
} £ 
” 
+ 
rd 


4 
K. 
1 
$ 
"4 
6 
? C 


＋ 
* 
1 
1 
\ * 
| 
* 
} 
X 


4 
i 
| ; 
| 
4 
L 


n * N 2 4 
d 


| 1118 5 


army. The advanced guard of the enemy attacked Tirle- 
mont bn the morning of the 1 Sth of March ; the four 
hundred men potted there fell back with ſome loſs. Gene- 
ral Dampjierre, on bearing the firing, abandoned his poſt, 
and fell back 6h Louvain, ordering General Neuilly at the 


ſame time to retire to Judojgnez Dumourier could not 
devote time to diſcover whether this movement on his right 
was the reſult of fear or treachery ; had the enemy been 


acquainted with; it they might have eaſily deſeated 908 


French army: inn n; | . 

- Damourier induſtriouſſy endeavoured to repair this error, 
which was of the greateſt miſchief in habituating the troops 
to fly at the appearance of danger; and on the ſame night 
he ordered thoſe two diviſions to reſume their poſts. By a 
coincidence extremely ſingular General Miacziniky com- 
mitted the ſame error, and retired for two days into the 
wood near Louvain. The poſition he had left was occu- 
pied by the troops under the command of General Champ- 


morin, who was ordered to poſt himſelf, as ſoon as poſſible, 


on the heights of Oplinter, to the left of Tirlemont. 
The enemy had fixed the 16th for their march, having, 
fortunately for the French army, not diſcovered its retrograde 
movements of the 15th: General Dumourier then advanc- 
ed with tis army to take Tirelemont, in order to prevent 
the falling back of his troops. Tirlemont was occupied 
by a conſiderable advanced guard of the Auſtrians. On 
the morning of the 16th Dumourier made a ſpirited attack 
on the enemy, and, after ſome reſiſtance, took poſſeſſion 
of Tirlemont. About a league and a half on the right, 


beyond Tirlemont, there was a village called Gotzenhoven, 


which commanded the whole plain ; Dumourier ſent 


General De la Marche, with his advanced guard, to take 
poſſeſſion 


5 [uy 1 16090 
poſſeſſion of it, and the Auſtrians did not till . perceive 1 
the importance of the poſt. They were ſtill in poſſeſſion 1 
of the village of Meer and Hattendoyer, which Dumonrier „ 
cauſed to. be quickly attacked by his, cokumns. } The Auſ- n 
trians attempted to diſlodge the F rench from Gotgenboxeg : 5 1. 
this attempt was repeated ſeveral times with great brayery, | 79 0 
but without ſucceſs, The advanced guards of the two N 10 
armies were engaged full eight hours, when the Auſtrians 1 
retreated: their loſs was much greater than that of the We 
French; but the latter were once in danger of loſing their | 1 
general: 1209 men were loſt by the enemy in, this Engages j 1 
ment, which re- animated the courage of the French fol- ets. 
diers. Dumourier faw that deciſion was neceſſary, after 15 
this advantage, as the Auſtrians were receiving continvally : | 7 
reinforcements of troops, while none were expęcted — Wa. bl 
the French; the enemy's cavalry was alſo much ſuperior —_ 
both in number and diſcipline : it was therefore neceſſary, 1 
on the part of the French, ta engage the Auſtrians before ; i 5 
the arrival of more troops to the Prince of Cobourg. The . | 
armies were upon the whole equal j in force, and there, was 15 
2 reaſonable preſumption, that the ſide which ſhould begin | | ip 
the attack would have the advantage in paint of ſpirit and iq 1 | 
confidence. The hopes of General Dumourier were e placed „ 
on gaining, in this inſtance, a decilive battle, which would 484 8, 
have reſtored him to his ſuperiority in the gpiniqn, of the 1 
army; and, by ſecuring the Belgians to his jnterelt, ,hays 11.200 
reinforced his troops with the twenty-five hattalions which (81 
that people had undertaken to raiſe. — Numouriet would 1 
alſo have been able to regajn the ground loſt on the ſide of 1 
Liege, and to compel the Prince of Cobourg to repay, the | 1 
Meuſe, In caſe of ſuccels it was the General s intention. | 1 : 9 
to have formed an intrenched camp, in a ſtrong polition, © | 1 a 
Q >, between 1 
1 
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between the two Gettes, under the command of General 
Valence, for the purpoſe of watching the enemy, and re- 
ceiving the freſh troops that might arrive from France and 
Belgium: General D'Harville in the mean time might 
have been equally reinfarced on the ſide of Namur; and 

General Valence, being maſter of the country, would have 
been a check on the Prince of Cobourg: Miranda would 


have been poſted with an army at Antwerp; and Dumou- 


rier, advancing againſt Bois-le-Duc, would at once have 
forced the paſſages of Moor Dyke and Gorcum; and if 
unable to penetrate into Holland, might at leaſt have taken 
poſſeſſion of Dutch Flanders. Had he fo ſucceeded he 
would haye been able to defy the National Convention ; 
perhaps to have avenged the death of the unfortunate Javis, 
and given repoſe to France by eftabliſhing a monarchy on 
conſtitutional principles; if, on the other hand, a defeat 
| ſhould take place, it was Dumourier's deſign ta take a po- 
fition behind the canal of Lauvaijn, in order to reinforce 
his army and cover Bruſſels ; ſecondly, to keep the poſition 
of Namur, by increaſing the corps af General N'Harville 
to 25,000 men, and to place General Neuilly's diviſion at 
Judoigne, to cover Dumourier's retreat by the foreſt of 
Soignies; thirdly, to collect a body of 25,000 troops near 
Antwerp, and holding Breda and Gertruydenberg ſtill in 
poſſeſſion, to keep open the communication to thoſe places 
by the poſts-of Liers and Dieſt; fqurthly, to gather 14 or 
15. oo men on the ſide of Bruges to cover maritime 
Flanders; fifthly, to negotiate with the Auſtrians for 3 
ſuſpenſiqn of arms, and to endeavour, in the mean time, wh 
convince his own troops of the abſurd anarchy prevailing 
in France, and to perſuade them to aſſiſt him in putting an 
ae to its deſtructive once, A thus preparing the 


tunds 
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minds of the ſoldiers, it was — i intention to re- 
inforce his army with the Belgie | battalions, to declare 
openly for a limited monarchy, and march to Paris for the 


purpoſe of reſtoring order, and liberating the Royal Family. 


Theſe were the objects of Dumourier, previous to the 


battle of Nerwinde. The General had not the baſeneſs to 
wiſh the enemy victorious; but exerted every effort to . 
prevail in the conteſt: though he deteſted the abominable 


cruelties which had been committed under the auſpices of 


the National Convention, he loved his country; and to 


the laſt moment of his military meaſures endeavoured ta 


preſerve it from the compulſive influence of a foreign foe.” 
He has been accuſed. by the EleQtor of Cologne of not 


changing his party till victory declared againſt him; but 
whoever reads theſe Memoirs will find that -Dumourier 
has been conſiſtent in his opinions, and at a time when a 


war, founded on opinion, might have given excuſe to inſta- 


bility of principles. His affection for his country has been 
frank and generous, and neither fanatical, unjuſt, nor cruel, 
This character, which Dumourier will always be happy to 
preſerve, expoſed him to the perſecution of the Jacobins: by 
the Emigrants he has been equally deteſted, though on all 
occaſions they have experienced from him a liberal and 
humane treatment; he cannot reproach himſelf with 


having eyer adopted ſanguinary or perfidious meaſures 


he cannot be charged with inſolent behaviour in ſucceſs, 
nor with abject weakneſs in contrary circumſtances, 
When he reſtored the Netherlands to the Emperor he made 
no ſtipulatians far himſelf, nor did he even demand an 
aſylu-3 in the Emperor's territories ; he demanded nothing 
of the. e of Cobourg, but to afliſt in terminating the 
znarck at diltra ed France. Had he found a refuge in 
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na other place, the daminions of the Emperor ſhould have 


afforded him one: but his conduct has been cruelly mire. 


pre ſemed; time, however, will do juſtice to truth, and Dy. 
mourier conſoles | himſelf in obſerving, with the judicious 
Roman * 60 Perfecta ars, fortune lenocinio dgfecta, fiducia 


| Jufta non exuiter, quamgue ſcit te laudem mereri, eani etfi ah 
„ aliis non impetrat, domeſiico tamen acceptam i udicio refert. 


h C HA P. VI. | 
8 between the French and Auſtrians at the Vi tllage 


. of Nerwinde—T he Succeſs of Dumourier's _—_ en 
y the Retreat of General Miranda. l 


5 
TA Prince of Cobourg having advanced — | 


Tongres, St. Tron, and Landen, the two armies 
were in ſight of each other. On the 17th General Du- 
mourier reconnoitered the enemy's poſition, formed his 
troops in order of battle, and digeſted his plan of attack. 
The poſition of the Prince of Cobourg appeared to Du- 
mourier to be moſt ſtrong on the ſide of Tongres and St. 
Tron; becauſe, being under the neceſſity of drawing 


proviſions from Maeſtricht, his left, which extended on 


the ſide of Landen, was weaker, and conſequently more 
liable to be turned or broken; it was known alſo to Du- 


mourier that the Prince of Cobourg had neglected to occu- | 


py the ſmall city of Leaw, which would have been an 


Important poſt, as the center of the motions, or a point of 


reſiſtance for the army. 
The three villages of Oberwinde, Middle winde, and 


Nerwinde, were in the front of that part of the enemy's 


x Valerius Maximus, 
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line, which extended "TOO Landen towards Leaw, There 13 | 
was an eminence, called the Tomb of Middlewinde, which i 

commanded the three villages, and a valley ſeparating them 
from the city of Landen ; to occupy this place it was ne- x 
ceſſary to be maſter of all the plain, and, in caſe of an #81 
attack, to repulſe the enemy. The following was Du- 4 
mourier's plan for the battle : the firſt column, forming 
the right flank of the army, compoſed of the advanced 
guard, under General De la Marche, was to enter the is 
plain between Landen and Oberwinde : and e itſelf 5 * Fl 
beyond the left of the enemy, to haraſs that flank. \The 13 
ſecond column, conſiſting of the infantry of the army of „ I 
the Ardennes, under the command of General Le Veneur, W's 
and ſupported by a ſtrong body of cavalry, was to gain, by \Þ 
a rapid moveinent, the Tomb of Middlewinde, and attack FS 
the village of Oberwinde; ; while this attack was making. "ul 
the third. column, under General Neuilly, was to fall on 1 zh 
the right of -the village of Nerwinde. . In theſe three q- | 
lumns ooaſiſded the right ng of the Au. under the 
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was to wheel to the: left, drive — wing of the. enemy 
before him, and continue marching between Landen and 
St. Tron in the order of battle. The Duc, de Chartres 
had the command of the center, which was compoſed af 
two columns: the firſt (which was fourth in the order of 
attack) commanded by Lieutenant-General Dietmann, pas- 
ſing the river by the bridge of Laer, and quickly crofling .the 
village of that name, was to preſs forward, and fal imme- 
diately on the front of Nerwinde. The left wing, unger | 
the command of General Miranda, was compoſed of. thrge LE: 7 
columns: the firſt (being ſixth in, the oxder of -atjack) 


under General ee aſter paſſing the river, was jo 
charge 
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Abe ſtraight Werd to Neerlanden, but not to poet 
beyond the head of the fifth column. The ſeventh column, 


commanded by General Ruault, was to paſs the river at 
che bridge of Orſmael, and keep the enemy engaged by the 


high road of St. Tron. The eighth column, under General 
Champmorin, was to paſs the river at the bridge of Bingen, 
and to occupy Leaw till the end of the battle, if complete 
ſucceſs followed. At the end of the action the army was 
to be ranged in order of battle; the left wing at Leaw; 


che right at St. Tron; and having its front towards Ton- 


tres, the only point of retreat for the Auſtrians: batteties 


were alſo to be raiſed on the banks of the Gette, to protect 


the retreat of the columns in caſe of a repulſe. Between 


ſeven and eight o'clock in the morning of the 18th of 
March the ſeveral columns began at the ſame time to move 
in great order, and paſſed the river without any impediment, 

The firſt error of the day was committed by General, 
De la Marche, who, after entering, agreeably to his in- 
ſtructions, the plain of Landen, and not meeting with the 

enemy moved to the left, for the purpoſe of falling on the 


village of Oberwinde; and in this attempt was thrown 
into confuſion by the ſecond column. The troops of the 
ſecond column, though retarded in their march by artillery, | 


 Vigorouſly attacked the village of Oberwinde and the Tomb 
of Middlewinde, which poſts were carried by ten o'clock”; 


the latter, however, was foon retaken by the Auſtrians, 
General Le Veneur not having ſufficiently - ſtrengthened 
himſelf in its poſſeſſion. Nerwinde was briſkly entered by 
General Neuilly with the third column; he drove out the 
enemy, but foon after abandoned the village and advanceil 


into the plain. It was aſſerted by General Neuilly that 
General Valence had ordered him to do ſo; but General 


Valence 


( 
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Valence declared, that he had been miſunderſtood by Ge- 
neral Neuilly. The enemy ſhortly re-entered Nerwinde, 
but were again driven out by the fourth and fifth columns, 
under the Duc de Chartres; this part of the army, hew- 
ever, fell into ſuch diſorder, by crouding in great numbers 
into the village, that they immediately abandoned it on the 
ſecond attack of the enemy. General Dumourier arrived, 
and directed another attack of the village; it was again car- 


ried, but was ſoon quitted by the French troops, and Du- | | 


mourier was able to do no more than rally them, at a ſmall 


diſtance from Nerwinde, which, though thus evacuated, was 


not taken poſfeffion of by the enemy till the evening. Dur- 
ing the confufion in this quarter, the Imperial cavalry 
ruſhed into the plain, between Nerwinde and Middle- 
winde, and charged that of the French, but were repulſed 
with conſiderable loſs. In this conteſt, General Valence, 
who fought with great bravery at the head of the French 
horſe, was wounded, and obliged to retire from the field. 
While the horſe were thus engaged, another body of ca- 
valry entered the plain, and attacked the French infantry, 


of the fourth column, with great fury. General Thouve- 


not, who was at the head of this column, opened his ranks 
to the enemy's cavalry, which was almoſt totally deſtroyed; 
dy a heavy and. well-direQted fire of muſquetry and grape 
ſhot, from the regiment of Deux Ponts. The fate of the 
battle on the-right, and on the centre, appeared then to be 
in favour of the French: the troops paſſed the night on the 
field of battle, and were fully prepared to attack the enemy 
the next morning ; and the Auſtrians have ſince acknows 
ledged, that they had ordered their baggage to Tongres, with 
a view of retreating ; but the fortune of the French troops 


on the left was very different: when the ſixth and feventh _ 
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columns were in poſſeſſion of Orſmael, after attacking the 
enemy with much ſpirit, the volunteer battalions fledt, and 


left the troops of the line intirely expoſed; ; this diſorder 
was perceived by the enemy, who, with their cavalry, 


charged and routed theſe two columns. Major-General 


Guiſcard, of the artillery, and many other officers, were 
killed; General Ihler, and General Ruault were wound- 
ed. An opportunity yet remained to retrieve the fortune 
of the day; when the column fled, it was but two 
o'clock in the afternoon, and, after paſſing the bridge of 
Orſmael, they were purſued no farther by the Auſtrians. 
Eight battalions, of the corps of General Miaczinſky, were 
now arrived at Tirlemont ; this was known to General Mi- 
randa, who ought immediately to have reinforced himſelf 


with theſe freſh troops, but either from fear, or jealouſy, 
he reſolved to ſacrifice General Valence, and retired behind 


Tirlemont, about two leagues from the field of battle. 
Whatever was the motive, it was extremely perfidious in 
Miranda not to ſend notice to General Dumourier of a re- 
treat, that expoſed to the enemy the right and centre of the 


army; had the Auſtrians taken advantage of this baſe re- 


treat, they might have cut off the right wing of the French, 
and attacked their centre with ſucceſs, by continuing their 


purſuit to Tirlemont. Leaw was poſſeſſed by General 


Champmorin, who remained there till Miranda's retreat, 
and abandoned it at the cloſe of the day, and then retired 
to Oplinter, after cutting down the bridge of Bingen, where 
he had paſſed the river. It was, probably, owing to this poſt 


at Leaw, that the Auſtrians did not purſue their advantage 


againſt the left. wing of the French, for it would then have 
been in the power of General Champmorin to have attacked 


them i in flank, on the right. During the whole time of 
2 action, 


3 
action, Dumourier was employed i in regulating the mdve- 
ments of his centre and right wing, and in bringing the 
troops, that gave ground, into order, which was the more 
important as the principal manceuvres were to be executed 
by thoſe bodies of the army. In the afternoon, at two 
o'clock, he obſerved that the firing on the left had ceaſed, 
which he thought was the conſequence of ſuccefs : by the 
nature of the ground he was prevented from ſeeing the 6th 


and 7th columns; but knew while they fired that they 


were advancing forward: he therefore ſuppoſed the enemy 


to be driven in that quarter; but there were no circumſtances 


from which he could collect the leaſt apprehenſion of Mi- 


randa's retreat, However, towards the end of the day, he 


obſerved ſeveral columns of the enemy moving from their 
right to reinforce their centre. This gave him a ſuſpicion 
of the truth; but he was yet uncertain, having received no 


intelligence from General Miranda: at length he departed 
with General Thouvenot for the village of Laer, where 


he arrived at ten o'clock at night, and with great aſtoniſh- 
ment found that it was abandoned by order of General 
Dampierre: this general, after behaving valiantly in the 
battle, had, with his diviſion, repaſfed. the Gette, and gone 
| to his former poſition at Eſemael in the cloſe of the evening, 
though he had received no orders to that 'purpoſe. Du- 
mourier continued his route, and arrived near the bridge of 
Orſmael : this place he ſuppoſed to be occupied by the 
troops of General Miranda ; but found it in the poſſeſſion 
of the Auſtrian Hulans, by - whom he was nearly taken 
priſoner. Proceeding afterwards by the high-road to Tirle- 
mont, he received from ſome ſcattered battalions, intelligence 
of the diſaſter his left wing had ſuffered, - General Valence 
had made every effort to induce Miranda to return to the 
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attack, aſſuring him that it would complete the ſucceſs 
already gained by the right wing and the centre of the 
French army: this, however, had no effect on Miranda, 
who was found by Dumourier at Tirlemont, writing very 
compoſedly to his friends. The General commanded him 
immediately to collect his troops, and poſt them on the 
heights of Wommerſem, on the high-road, and on the 
bridges of Orſmael and Neerhelpen ; for the purpoſe of 
ſecuring the paſſage of the Gette, and the retreat of the 
right and centre, now in the midſt of the enemy, with a 
river in their rear. Thus terminated the batle of Ner- 
winde, the ſucceſs of which was entirely defeated by the - 
conduct of General Miranda; whoſe retreat was the more 
unfortunate as the two columns loſt upwards of 2000 men, 
while not more than 600 were loſt by the reſt of the army, 
after a ſevere conflict, in which the loſs of the enemy was 
more than 1400. About 3000 of the French troops were 
Killed or taken, more than 1000 were wounded, and a 
great part of the artillery was loſt. Many errors were com- 
mitted on both, ſides i in this engagement: the French did 
not attack the Tomb of Middlewinde, which was the 
centre of the action, with ſufficient vigour, and afterwards 
abandoned it without any apparent reaſon ; after the firſt 
ſucce s Neuilly hazarded the fortune of the day by quitting 
Nerwinde, on an order that he miſunderſtood ; finally, the 
retreat of Miranda, after he had taken the village of Ort. 
mael, turned the ſcale of the conteſt, by giving every ap- 
Pearance of flight to the French troops. The enemy, on 

their part, ſhould have diſputed the paſſage of the Gette; 
chey ſhould have fallen on the three columns of our right, 
in front and flank, while they were marching to the attack, 


and — to the fire of the vilages of Laer, Nerwinde, 
. 


| | L 129 ] 
Middle winde, and Oberwinde; they committed à grand 
fault in abandoning the Tomb of Middlewinde, which was 


a very advantageous poſt, and upon whieh, previous to the 
action, they ought to have raiſed a battery; of the retreat 


of Miranda they ought alſo to have taken every advan- 
tage, by attacking his troops or falling upon the columns, 

which, by that ſhameful meaſure, he had left RA in 
the heat of the battle. 


» ones STE SPP: 
CHAP. VI. 
Retreat of the French A rmy « an the 19th of March—Batth of 


Gotzenhoven. 


1 neceſſity of ſing his retreat was now apparent 

to General Dumourier, who paſſed the reſt of the 
night in giving orders for that purpoſe to the centre and 
the right wing, commanded by the Duc de Chartres, and 
who, through the whole of the battle, had diſplayed the 
moſt judicious and courageous behaviour. The enemy 
were not fully acquainted with the advantages they had ac- 


quired, and were ſo confuſed by the ſucceſs of the right 
wing and centre of the French that they neglected to pur- 


ſue their advantages over the left wing. Seeing the French 
{till in order of battle, and ready to recommence the action, 


they ſuppoſed the left wing was about to return to its 


former poſition, and therefore did not, by any movements, 


1mpede the retreat of the army, which was effected in open 


day. The columns repaſſed the river with the fame ſteadineſs 
and order in which they had advanced. General Thouvenot 
was ſent to the right to receive the columns, and arrange 
them in order of battle from Gotzenhoven to Hackendower, 

while 
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greater than what they could experience by attacking the 


129 3 
while Dumourier undertook to aſſemble the columns of the 
left wing, and place them on the heights of Wommerſem 


and at the bridge of Orſmael, of which the eneniy's troops 
were already in poſſeſſion ; to prevent their advancing fur. 
ther Dumourier ſent orders to General Dampierre to make 
a movement to the left and flank the cauſeway, maintain- 
ing that poſition till the centre ſhould repaſs the river, and 
afterwards to retreat ſlowly to the new poſition which the 


troops were taking, with their right at Gotzenhoven, their 
left at Hackendower, and the leſſer Gette in their front. 
Theſe directions which were properly obſerved by 


| General Dampierre prevented the deſtruction of the army; 
for the two fugitive columns, aſhamed of their condu on 


the preceding day, were ſo ſcattered and confounded that 
it was ten in the morning before they could be formed in 
order to take poſt at Hackendower. The firſt column of 
the enemy having paſſed the bridge of Orſmael, had already 


formed with its artillery on the heights of Wommerſem ; 


Dumourier could not, however, prevail on his troops to 
attack that poſt, though they were ſeverely galled by the 
artillery from thence, the fire of which they endured with 


much ſteady valour. The horſe of Dumourier was killed 


under him, by a cannon ball, and the General himſelf was 
near falling on this occaſion. The heavy fre of the enemy 


was endured with great intrepidity by thoſe troops who had 


fled the day before; this, however, was conſidered by 
Dumourier as an unſerviceable obſtinacy ; he urged them 
to attack with their bayonets the enemy on the heights of 


Wommerſem, and put himſelf at their head for that pur- 


poſe, but was unable to make them advance, tho' the danger 
of the ſituation in which they remained was infinitely 


TDT 
body of troops by which they were ſo annoyed, and which 
being ſeparated from the reſt of the Auſtrian army might 


have been eaſily vanquiſhed. The enemy's left wing ſeemed 


to be filled with a dread ſimilar to that of the French the 
day before, for they ſuffered the right and centre of the 
French to repaſs the river, and even to arrange themſelves 
in the poſition of Gotzenhoven before they could reſolve to 
attack them. Except the diſcharge of ſome cannon and 
muſquetry, the day paſſed. in manceuvres on both ſides ; at 
night the troops of the two armies reſted on their arms in 
order of battle, and very near each other. | 

The Auſtrians much admired the .cool and ſteady man · 
ner in which Dumourier's army retreated, the troops not 
falling back more than three quarters of a league, and ap- 
pearing to return in great order to the ground they occupied 
before the battle : but Dumourier, on the evening of the 
19th, perceived by the temper of his troops, that he would 
be certainly defeated ſhould an engagement with the enemy 
take place. Under the old government of France a con- 
ſiderable attention was neceſſary to be paid to the temper 
and feelings of the ſoldiers of that country, and upon ſuch 
an attention their behaviour in battle greatly depended. 
The Revolution has increaſed the difficulty of managing the 
French troops, who have become more intractable and 
capricious ; the active impetuoſity of their character is 
calculated to make them conquer, but not preſerve their 
acquiſitions ; though their valour is not leſſened, their im- 


patience is hurt by methodical and defenſive war; military 


diſcipline and ſubordination having been nearly deſtroyed 
ſince the Revolution. The French ſoldiers, when once their 
ſpirits are wearied, regardleſs of conſequences abandon their 


conn and deſert ; a portion of military ſpirit ſtill in- 


fluence 
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| ( 132 J 
fluenced the troops of the line; the fear of diſgrace attached 


them to their colours, and they continued firm: on theſe | 


Dumourier could rely, but the National Guards, who com- 
poſed three parts of the army declared loudly, that they 
would not throw away their lives in Belgium, but go- and 


' defend the frontiers of France; in purſuance of this 


declaration they departed by whole companies and battalions, 
and it would have been both dangerous and ineffectual to 
have attempted forcibly to detain them. Dumourier had 


therefore no other expedient, but to retreat in as good 


order as poſſible, to conceal the defection of the troops. In 
this unfortunate predicament, the General during the night 
paſſed the greater Gette, and retired behind Tirlemont to 
the heights of Cumptich. The movements ordered by 
the General for this purpoſe were performed with a pre- 
Cifion ſcarcely to be expected, and were attended with 
the preateſt ſucceſs ; the fires that were carefully kept up 


_ deceived the enemy, who were alſo reſtrained by the firm- 


nefs and vigour of the rear guard, and did not move till 
the 20th, when they reconnoitred Tirlemont, The French 
had time to draw all their baggage, ſtores, and artillery, 
from that place, except a fingle cannon, which was loft by 
the precipitate retreat of General Miaczinſky. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. VIII. 


Retreat of the French on the 20th and 21 7 of March—Baitle 


of Neerwelpe—Negotiatiom between Dumourier and Colonel 
Mack, relative to a Suſpenſion of Arm. Engagement 


bettween the French 4 r and a Fan under ann 


Clatrfait. 
12 poſition of 8 at DES”. was advan- 
tageouſly elevated above the Gette; his front was 
facing Tirlemont, and his left was ſecured by the river 


Welpe; but his right, which was poſted behind Hou- 


garde, was not equally defended, It was, however, not 
poſſible for him to maintain this poſition long; for it 
could not protect Louvain if the enemy ſhould paſs by 
Dieſt, nor Bruſſels if they ſhould turn by Judoigne; there- 


fore, while the Auſtrians were before Tirlemont, on the 


20th of March he paſſed the Welpe, and encamped near 
Bauterſem ; he then diſpatched General Neuilly, with his 
diviſion, which was increaſed to 6000 men, towards Ju- 
doign, to watch the motions of the enemy on that ſide, 
ordering him to fall back to Bruſſels ſhould they appear 
with a ſuperior force. General Duval was directed ta. 
ſupply Neuilly with as many troops as could be ſpared from 
the garriſon of Bruſfels, and the new levies that ſhould 
arrive there; and alſo to arreſt the deſerters and ſend them 
to the army. General D'Harville was commanded to gar- 
rifon the citadel of Namur with 2500 men, and prepare 
to march with the reſt of his army, either towards Bruſſels 


or any other place which might be neceſſary, according to 


the motions of General Beaulieu, who was adyancing by 
the route of Huy, with between 8 and 1000 men. 
8 Dumourier 
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Dumourier placed in Dieſt what he thought would boy a 
ſufficient garriſon; but General Champmorin had not re- 
e with accuracy the ſtrength of the place. 

General M aczinſky was poſted at the abbey of Geraps, 
to communicate with Dieſt. The garriſon of Malines 
was reinforced ; and General Ruault was ſent to Antwerp, 
to the aſſiſtance of Lieut. General Maraſſe, and to com- 
mand the army in that quarter, which amounted to up- 


wards of 20,000 men. Dumourier recommended to Ge- 


neral Ruault to keep the poſt of Liers as long as it was 


tenable; and if the Pruſſians and Dutch ſhould advitice 


with greater force, to fall back within the lines of Antwerp. 
A detachment of the enemy, without anillery, and inferior 
in numbers to the garriſon of Dieſt, appeared on the ſame 
day (the 2oth of March) before that place, and the garriſon 


fled to Malines i in the moſt cowardly diſorder. The Auſtrians 


alſo attacked the villages of Op and Neerwelpe, but with- 
out ſucceſs. Dumourier was buſily employed in repulin ing 
this attempt, when Danton and La Croix arrived in the 
camp as Commiſſioners from the National Convention: 
he requeſted them to go to Louvain, where he met them 
in the evening: they were extremely affected by the defeat 
of the army, and the deſertion of the troops: they urged 
however, the purport of their commiſſion, which they fail 
was to prevail on the General to retract his letter of the 
12th of March, and by which he had greatly excited the 
diſpleaſure of the Convention. 
The General anſwered, that the letter in queſtion con- 
tained his unequivocal ſentiments ; that he had repreſented 
the affairs of Belgium exactly according to truth, and that 
his proclamations to the people of the country were neceſ- 
fary to quiet their alarms, and procure the ſafety of his 
army, 
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army, which, ſpiritleſs and diſorganiſed after the victories 
of the Auſtrians, would otherwiſe have had its deſtruction 
completed, by the juſt reſentment of the injured Belgians. 
Though the Commiſſioners could not but acknowledge the 
truth of theſe remarks, they inſiſted that the General ſhould 
comply with their firſt requiſition : but Dumourier, after 
ſtating all his reaſons of complaint againſt the Convention, 
aſſured Danton and La Croix that his principles and opinions 
did not depend on gaining or loſing a battle, and that he would 
not retra& any part of his letter. The Commiſſioners en- 
deavoured, by every ſpecies of addreſs and perſuaſion, to 
change the reſolution of Dumourier ; who, after a confer- 
ence of much length, conſented to write a few lines to the 
Preſident of the Convention, deſiring © that any judgment on 
his letter of the 12th of March would be poſtponed by the Con- 
vention, till he ſbould find an opportunity of ſending them an 
explanation of the reaſons why that letter was written.” With 
this unimportant conceſſion the deputies departed. 

The General was informed of the loſs of Dieſt on the 
21ſt, and determined to place himſelf nearer Louvain, ap- 
prehending that the enemy might paſs the canal and in- 
terrupt his communication with Malines, or even attack 
Louvain: he therefore poſted the diviſion of General 
Champmorin on the heights of Pellenberg, flanking his 
left by that of General Miaczinſky, poſted at St. Peterſ- 
roede. General la Marche, with the advanced guard, was 
placed on the heights of Corbec, ſkirting the high road, 
General le Veneur, with eighteen battalions of the army 
of the Ardennes, was poſted on the heights and in the woods 
of Mezendael ; and the diviſion of General Dampierre at 
F lorival, to communicate with General Neuilly's diviſion, 
which fell back towards Tombeck. While the troops were 
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taking theſe poſitions, they were ſeverely cannonaded by the 


enemy, who on the morning of the 22d made a general 


attack on the poſts of Pellenberg, Corbee, and the woods 


of Mazendael. General le Veneur had taken poſſeſſion of 
Blierbeck, which was between him and the enemy ; and 
this village was entered by a column of Hungarian grena- 
diers: but Colonel Dumas, at the head of the regiment 
of Auvergne, drove them out with great ſlaughter, and the 
loſs of two pieces of cannon. The attack on the poſt of 


Pellenberg was very bloody: it was defended with great 
courage and ability by General Champmorin, who was 


ſtrongly reinforced during the attack. The enemy were 


unable to make any impreſſion on his lines, and after a 


ſevere conflict of a whole day were compelled to retire with 


_ conſiderable loſs. On the preceding evening General 


— 


Dumourier ſent Colonel Mountjoye to the Prince of Co- 


bourg's head- quarters, to treat about the wounded and pri- 


ſoners. Colonel Mack, an officer in the Auſtrian ſervice 
of extraordinary merit, was preſent, and obſerved to Colo- 
nel Mountjoy that a ſuſpenſion of arms might probably be 
to the advantage of both armies. Dumourier had attentively 
conſidered, and was fully aware how dangerouſly his army 
was ſituated ; he therefore, on the 22d, ſent Colonel Mount- 
joye again to Colonel Mack, to aſk if he would come to 


Louvain, and repeat the propoſal to Dumourier. Colonel 


Mack arrived in the evening, and a verbal agreement was 


concluded of the following articles ; firſt, that the Auſtrians 
ſhould . not again attack the French in great force, nor 


General Dumourier offer battle to them; ſecondly, that the 


French ſhould retire ſlowly to Bruſſels, on the faith of this 
truce; and laſtly, that after Bruſſels was evacuated, Colonel 
Mack and Dumourier ſhould have another interview, to 


; ſettle 


Le 
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ſettle further articles of mutual convenience. This agree- 
ment increaſed in importance to Dumourier every hour; 
his army was greatly weakened in numbers, and he had 
not ſufficient ammunition for another engagement: he had 


alſo apprehenſions that the part of his army which remained 


would not ſtand firm; and this was evinced on the ſucceed- 
ing day, when General Clairfait (who. was unacquainted 
with the ſtipulations between Colonel Mack and Dumouries) 
attacked the advanced guard and troops poſted at Pellenberg. 

General Champmorin defended himſelf. with the ſame ob- 
ſtinate valour as before, but near the cloſe of the action, 


when the enemy's infantry. were retiring, and only a few 


light troops remained before the French army, a ſudden 
panic ſeized old General la Marche, and in ſpite of the 
intreaties of Mountjoye, and other intelligent officer s, he 
fled with the greateſt precipitancy and confuſion, firſt to the 
abbey of Duparc, and then to the. other . fide of the river © 
Dyle, at the back of Louvain. Two thouſand men were 
loſt in theſe two actions by the Auſtrians, who were fo 


diſpirited that they did not take advantage of this retreat, 


though it left a dangerous interval between the Generals, le 
Veneur and Champmorin. The former through the whole 
engagement had fought with much intrepidity; perceiving 
himſelf abandoned by General La Marche, paſſed the Dyle 
alſo without orders, and took poſt between Cyorbeeck and 
Heverle. On account of the retreat of theſe two diviſions, 
Dumourier was under the neceſſity of ordering General 
Champmorin to abandon Pellenberg, and retreat behind 
Louvain. General Miaczinſky retired by a bridge on the 
high road of Dieſt, and was protected by a battery of can- 
non planted on the heights, Dumourier now took the 
opportunity of removing his wounded, and the flower. of 
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1 
his army, in boats to Malines. Leuven: 1 was entered by 


the enemy that very evening, while Dumourier retired with 


the garriſon as his rear guard. Some boats, carrying 
wounded French ſoldiers, | were taken. The Auſtrians 
treated theſe unfortunate troops with tenderneſs and hu- 
-manity ; though the Jacobins have propagated reports of a 
[moſt calumnious and horrid nature on the ſubject, for the 
purpoſe of inſtigating the French ſoldiers to give no quarter, 
and - behave in fighting with a ſavage fury diſgraceful 
even to war itfelf. | 

The retreat from Louvain will, among otber inſtances, 
prove the dangerous and aukward ſiiuation of a French 
general, ſince the Revolution: having fixed his plan of at- 


tack or defence, and given order for its execution, defeat 


and ruin will enſue, if he has not other plans in reſerve, 

to make amends for the ill performance or diſchedience of 
his orders, The generals under his command are frequently 
the firſt to diſobey, or begin a cowardly flight he cannot 
depend for an inſtant on the real ſtrength of a corps that is 
out of his view, both officers and men taking the liberty 
to deſert or change their poſition at pleaſure : if he reprove 
the faults of other generals, he immediately creates himſelf 


Implacable enemies, who will take every opportunity to 
traduce his meaſures and intentions; ; and he will always 


fear to attempt the important movements upon which war 
depends, with ſoldiers, who, though deſperately brave, are 


| unprovided with good officers, ill armed, without experience, 
accuſtomed to diſpute orders, and altogether deſtitute of 
-military ſubordination : but if ſucceſs attend a general under 
theſe diſcouraging circumſtances, he will be calumniated 
*by the infamous clubs and jacobinical retainers of the me- 
tropolis ; if, on the contrary, his career is unfortunate, he 


18 


\ 


t 5 


is compelled to bear all the weight of reſponiibiliey; and his 
want of ſucceſs is attributed to cowardice or treachery. 
This is the terrible ſituation in which France places her 
generals during a war, in-which the very political exiſtence - 
of the country is concerned. Dumourier has been ſuc- 
ceeded by Dampierre ; the latter has fortunately met with 
death in battle. Cuſtine, after taking the place of Dam- 
pierre, has experienced on a ſcaffold the gratitude of the 
Convention. Houchard has been arreſted and diſgraced, 
immediately after raiſing the fiege of Dunkirk ; and 5K in- 
famous Jourdan * now commands the Armies of Fra 
| Theſe crimes and follies have been multiplied | on a 
frontiers and in the interior of the Republic: every office 
of wörth has been compelled to quit the ſervice, While 
phyſicians, painters, and poſtilions, have been promoted to 
military rank, —Rulers of France, your degenerac) is 15 equal 
to your cruelty : you adopt every meafure that can diſgrace, 85 
diſtract, and deſtroy the unhappy country that permits yoii 


domination! 1 


General Jourdan is a young man, and according to 
report was bred to the trade of a Haberdaſher. Dumourier 
has here miſtaken him for a perſon of the ſame name at 
Avignon, and notorious for committing the moſt horrid 
aſſaſſinations. | 
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CHAP. IX. 


W retreats to Bruſſels, and efierwards evacuates het 
City — Holds a Conference with Colonel Mack, at Ab 


General Miranda arre ted and fon to Paris » by order of 
the Convention. 


HE retredt "VEN 1 3 the diſorder of 
the French army, and if night had not concealed its 


weakneſs and defections from the enemy, little regard 


would probably have been paid to the agreement between 
Dumourier and Colonel Mack. After the General had, 
with great difficulty, got the troops to halt on the heights 
of Coztenbergue, on the road to Bruſſels he made a new 
diſpoſition of the corps under his command. He ſent or- 
ders to General Duval to prepare for the evacuation of 
Bruſſels. General De la Marche was removed from the 


command of the advanced guard, which was given to Ge- 


tain poſſeſſion of the Netherlands, without more bloodſhed 


neral Vouille. Dumourier formed this advanced guard, 
which was now become the rear guard, of a ſtrong body 
of the artillery, all the cavalry, and twenty-five battalions, 
nearly all troops of the line. The General himſelf took 
poſt in this choſen body, which amounted to 15,000 men, 
and behaved with great firmneſs and propriety, while the 
reſt of the army marched under its protection. General 
Dumourier fixed his camp under the walls of Bruffels ; his 
park of artillery had before been tranſported to Anderlecht, 
he now directed it to be ſent off to Tournay, reſerving 
only what was neceſſarvf or his rear guard. 
The miſerable ſtate of the French troops was unknown 
to the Prince of Cobourg, who was doubtleſs glad to ob- 


by 
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by this ſuſpenſion- of arms. Dumourier was unable to 
keep the country, which any reſiſtance on his part would 
only have waſted ; for ſince the demolition of the fortifica- 
tions in the Belgic Provinces, by Joſeph the Second, they 
have no point at which an invading army can be reſiſted, 
and fixty leagues of country may be gained or loft: by a 
ſingle battle. The Prince of Cobourg punctually obſerved 
the ſtipulations to which Colonel Mack had agreed, by re- 
maining three days at Louvain, and ſending otily' fmall 
detachments to hang upon 'the rear of the French army. 
Dumourier therefore took the opportunity of providing for 
the ſafety of Bruſſels, and the other great cities througtr 
which his retreat neceſſarily lay. The Belgians had for- 
given the inſults and oppreſſions of the French, in conſe- 
quence of Dumourier's conciliatory meaſures : they had 
even rendered new ſervices to his army, it was therefore 4 
ſolemn duty to preſerve them from pillage, and every cauſe 
of complaint or irritation. The army paſſed through 
Bruſſels on the 25th, with great decorum and propriety ; no 
diſorders or pillage were committed by the ſoldiers, nor 
did any mutual reproaches take place between them and 
the inhabitants : the latter have publicly and amply acknow- 
ledged the endeavours of Dumourier on that occaſion ;\ for 
his own part, he reflects on the avowal of their fentiments,* 


* 


* The Belgians will always think of Dumourier with 
eſteem and affection: it was in attempting to ſave them 
from the tyrannic decree of the 15th of December, that he 
became the victim of calumny. The Editor ventures to 
promiſe in the name of his countrymen, that they will 
never forget the kind and reſolute efforts of Dumourier in 
their ſervice. More by the Editor. | 
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with feelings of the moſt lively pleaſure, and wiſhes that in 
every other place his motives and his on¹ι had expe- 


rienced a conſtruction equally juſt. 

It was nom Dumourier's wiſh to plan ſuch movements 
as might enſure the ſafety of the different bodies of detached 
troops. General Beaulieu, with about eight thouſand men, 
was penetrating by Huy, and at the ſame time Prince Ho- 
henloe advanced by Luxembourg againſt Namur, which 


was garriſoned by 15000 men, under General D'Harville; 
this diviſion had, however, been encreaſed from the garri. 


ſons of Givet and Maubeuge; and Prince Hohenloe, by 
taking one of thoſe places, might have penetrated into 
France. General D'Harville was ordered by Dumourier 


to leave 2500 men, with proviſions, in the citadel of Na- 


mur, and after dividing the reſt of his troops into two co- 
lumns, to diſpatch one to Givet under the command of Lieu- 
tenant General Bouchet, and to retire with the other to- 
wards Maubeuge, halting firſt at Charleroy, and then tak- 
ing poſt on the heights of Nimy, above Mons, covering by 
this poſition, Maubeuge, la Queſnoy, Conde and Valenci- 
ennes. Dumourier was, in anſwer to theſe inſtructions, in- 


formed by D'Harvilte, that he had neither proviſions, mo- 


ney, nor military ſtores to provide the citadel for fifteen 


days, and that he muſt either abandon or defend it with the 


whole of his diviſion. Letters to the ſame purpoſe from 


General Bouchet came with theſe diſpatches, which were 


alſo accompanied by auxiliary documents from Commiſſary 
Barneville; Dumourier therefore ordered General D'Har- 


ville to abandon Namur, and retire to Givet and Maubeuge, 
the protection of theſe places being of the greateſt import- 


ance : the ſix battalions poſted in Breda, and the three in Ger- 


6 were by Dumgurier conſidered as loſt, though 
he 
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he knew, that having plenty of proviſions and ammunition 
they might ſtop the progreſs of the Pruſſians and Dutch ſor 
ſome time; he therefore ordered General Berneron, with 
2000 men, and ſix months proviſions, to occupy the citadel | 

of Antwerp, that a communication might be open with that 
diviſion of his army. Lieutenant General Omoran was 
appointed to command at Dunkirk, and along the ſea coaſt 
of the northern department; he was ordered by Dumourier 
to repair the lines and forts of the entrenched camp be- 
tween Dunkirk and Bergues, to form an entrenched camp on 
Mont-Caſſel, to take upon him, at Courtray, the command | 
of the army which had been employed by Dumourier in 
Holland, and poſt it in the camp of Haerlebecke. 
Dumourier diſpatched orders to Generals Marafſe and 
| Ruault to make their retreat to the camp of Courtray or 
Haerlebecke, while the garriſon of Malines ſhould retire to 
the ſame place, by Dendermonde, It was Dumourier's in- 
tention if he could have held the citadels of Antwerp and 
Namur, to have formed a ftrong line without the French ter- 
ritories, running from the right to the left by Namur, Mons, 
Tournay, Courtray, Antwerp, Breda and Gertruydenberg 5 
this ſituation, had the truce continued, he hoped would en- 
able him to have ſome influence in re-eſtabliſhing order 
among his countrymen; and, on the contrary, ſhould the 
ſuſpenſion of arms be broken, the enemy, finding themſelves | 
in the center of a ſemicircle, would be compelled, as a 
matter of ſafety, to commence their attack at the two ex- 
tremities, and this would have occaſioned them to carry on 
a war of ſieges at the expence of their own territory; ; by 
this means alſo, Dumourier would have had time to reor- 
ganize and ſtrengthen his army, which would have had be- 
hind it the beſt fortreſſes of France. 
2 
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The evacuation of the citadel of Namur had caufed a 


ſmall derangement of the General's plan ; ſtill, however, 


purſuing it, he marched on the 26th to Enghien, and on 


the 27th to Ath, while General Neuilly's diviſion' marched 
to Mons, by Hall, and Braine. While at Ath, Dumourier 
received orders to arreſt General Miranda, and alſo a co- 
lonel of the 73d regiment of infantry, who at the head of 
his two battalions had abandoned the army without orders. 
Dumourier regretted the order to arreſt General Miranda, 
becauſe he was perſuaded the meaſure did not ſpring from 


the ſource of juſtice, but from the hatred of the Jacobins 


againſt Pethion, and the party of Gironde, by whom Mi- 


randa was protected and patroniſed; it was, however, ex- 


tremely favourable for Miranda that he eſcaped by accuſing 
General Dumourier. Colonel Mack came to Ath the fame 


day, and began a conference with Dumourier, by ac- 


knowledging the orderly manner in which the French 
troops had retreated, and complimenting the prudence 
with which the general had kept the tranquillity of the 
country inviolate ; he alſo alluded to the underſtanding be- 
tween their reſpective generals. In verbal, but more for- 


mal articles than before, it was agreed between Colonel 
Mack and the general, that the French army ſhould con. 
tinue a little longer in the poſition of Mons, Tournay and 
Courtray, without being haraſſed by that ef the Auſtrians. 
Prince of Cobourg's conduct, who, while he prevented the 
French troops from being haraſſed in their retreat, took 
care at the ſame time, to conceal from both armies, the 
Colonel Mack was acquainted with Dumourier's intentions 


of marching to Paris, and it was therefore agreed, that 


when the plan was to take place, General Dumourier ſhould 
order 


Var 


ww 
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order the motions of the Imperial troops, who were to act 
only as auxiliaries, and not to advance further than the 
French frontier, if Dumourier (a very deſirable cireum- 
ſtance) ſhould have no occaſion for their co-operation; on 
the other hand, in caſe of the general's inability to re- eſta- 
bliſh the conſtitutional and limited monarchy, he was to 
point out the ſort and number of Auſtrian troops neceſſary 
for his purpoſe, which were to be ſupplied on his requiſi- 
tion, and entirely under his command: on theſe conditions 
the Belgie provinces were to be totally evacuated by Du- 

mourier and his army. In order to unite the operations of 
the troops under the Prince of Cobourg, and thoſe under 
the Prince of Hohenloe, while Dumourier ſhould march to 
Paris, it was finally ſettled that Conde ſhould be put as a 
kind of pledge into the hands of the Auſtrians, who were 
to garriſon the town, on condition of reſtoring it to France 

at the end of the war; and alſo, that if the conſtitutional. 
party ſhould need aſſiſtance, the other towns of France 
were to receive garriſons, half French and half Auſtrians, 

and to be under the command of the French officers. At 
this conference General Thouvenot, the Due de Chartres, 

General Valence, and Colonel Mountjoye were preſent. 


— ——T—ñ —— — 
. X. 


General Dumourier arrives at Tournay meets with Made- 
moiſelle D'Orleans—lnterview of the General with three 
Facobin Emiſſaries. 


\ UMOURIER . marched to Tournay on the 23th; 

A. poſting himſelf in the poſition of Antoing, his ad- 
vanced guard being in Tournay, and the corps of the left 
| on 
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on Mount Trinity, under the command of General Mi. 
aczinſky. General le Veneur was ſent to occupy the camp 


of Maulde with the army of the Ardennes. Madame de 
Sillery was at Tournay with Mademoiſelle D'Orleans, 
whom the general had never ſeen before : theſe ladies re- 


ſided at Tournay in conſequence of the advice given by 


Dumourier to Lieutenant General Omoran, who was 


there in command. Mademoiſelle D'Orleans being (though 
no more than fifteen years of age) included in the proſcrip- 
tive decree againſt the emigrants, the greateſt propriety and 
reſignation of bchaviour diſtinguiſhed this young princeſs, 
who was equally well bred and accompliſhed with her bro- 
thers, the Duc de Chartres and the Duc de Montpenſier. 


In the preceding campaign, the Duc de Chartres had diſ- 
played the moſt exalted bravery and patriotiſm; he was, 


notwithſtanding, included in the cruel and vexatious decree 
of baniſhment paſſed againſt the houſe of Bourbon by the 


Convention. During the very ſhort time that Dumourier 


ſtopped at Tournay, he took every opportunity of teſtifying the . 


ſympathy with which he felt for the ſituation of Mademoiſelle 
D' Orleans: afraid of the influence they ſuppoſed the emi- 
grants to have with the emperor, both ſhe and Madam de Sil- 
lery were afraid of falling into the hands of the Auſtrians 
Dumourier therefore cauſed them to be conducted to St. 
Amand, and afterwards, when his protection might have 
praved more dangerous than ſerviceable, thoſe ladies retired to 
Mons, the Auſtrian generals having offered thera that aſylum. 
May the virtues and accompliſhments of the amiable Made- 
moiſelle D' Orleans be always regarded by Providence with a 


peculiar care! Intelligence was received by Dumourier, while 


in the camp of Tournay, that the diviſion of General Neuilly, 
when it arrived at Mons, had, inſtead of taking poſt on the 


heights 
2 


47} | 
heights of Nimy, pillaged the magazines, and fled to Conde 


and Valenciennes in a moſt diſorderly manner ; the enemy, 


however, neither attacking nor purſuing them. Only the 


cavalry remained with General Neuilly, with which Du- 
mourier ordered him to retreat to Conde. Dumourier's 
poſt at Tournay was rendered extremely dangerous by the 
evacuation of Mons, his right being quite unprotected; 
he was, however, unwilling to begin his retreat (which, 
omitting the ſuſpenſion of arms, would have been eaſy by 


his acquaintance with the country) till he ſhould be in- 


formed of the movements made on his left; he therefore 
took merely the precaution of ordering General D'Harville 
to keep cloſe within the camp of Maubeuge and Givet, to 
hinder the enemy from penetrating on that fide no 
French territory. 


Three deputies from the Jacobins arrived at Tournay « on 


the 29th of March, and introduced themſelves to the Ge- 
neral by a pretended commiſſion from Le Brun : they pre- 
ſented the General with a vague and ambiguous letter from 
that miniſter, and ſtated that their object was to communicate 
with the General about the Belgic provinces. Theſe three 
emiſſaries were of very indifferent character: the one Proly, 
a native of Bruſſels, and a deſpicable adventurer ; another 
named Desjardines, a paltry and impertinent ſcribbler ; 
the third, Pereira, a Portugueſe Jew. Proly has been 
already mentioned in the courſe of theſe Memoirs ; Des- 
jardines gave himſelf the title of a man of letters; and 
Pereira was a Jacobin of the moſt furious deſcription. 
They came to the apartments of Mademoiſelle D'Orleans, 
for the purpoſe of venting their ſpleen againſt the General, 
and took much offence becauſe he would not there converſe 
with them on the topic of their errand, 
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Theſe men, in a converſation with Dumourier, who 
had appointed to meet them at his quarters, agreed with 
him on the neceſſity of diſſolving the National Convention, 
and appointing ſome other legiſlative body in its room. 
The General was then ſounded with reſpect to the perſons 
who were to exerciſe the authority of the Convention: one 
went ſo far as to ſay, that the Jacobin Club, having a pre- 
ſident, regiſter, tribunes, and orators, and being alſo ha- 
| bituated to diſcuſs great political queſtions, would be fully 
adequate to the taſk of ſuccecding the Convention. Du- 
mourier ſincerely and deciſively ſpurned this idea; he 
E ſtrongly inſiſted on the cruelty, the turbulence, and the im- 
«morality of the Jacobins ; attributing to their conduct every 
misfortune that had diſtracted France. In anſwer to this 
it was obſerved by Proly : «© How will it be poſſible by m 
other means to replace the repreſentatives of the people, and 
avoid, at the ſame time, the delay and other. diſagreeable cir- 
: cum flances, with which the mode F election by Primary Aſſem- 
blies is attended ®” Dumourier then replied, © There it 
nothing more fimply or eafily to be accompliſhed : the adminiſtra- 
tors of the deparimitnts and diſtricts are well tried and ap- 
proved patriots ; for this time, therefere, all the procureur- 
general of the departments and diſtrictt: may be taken, and the 
Proper Irgiflative number completed fram the members of the 
departments and difrifts : theſe will form a very competent 
body of legiflators ; they will eftabliſh the Conſtitution 2 
1789 all arvificns in France wil! be cemented ; the Riy- 
aliſts will lay dætun their arms ; forcign powers will no longer 
have a pretence for carrying on the war, and will deubtle(; 
readily liften to terms of peace, when France ſhall have a Gs. 
vernment ſufficiently ſolid to te treated with. For ds met ima- 
gine,” added the General, « zhat the Republic can laſt—ns, 


a 1 N 
N 8 — 
5 * WF. wy; DEEP, i _ 
. . 


2 4 — 1 9 
* 
7 l P#6. 1, Em * . . . l 14 As. 2; ” £4 
„„ OT AR Ant og r , . 4 : Oe nr — RB * 
b A. * , . ALS ry by tht” SM oy. FR 2 — * . 
4 * 6 N * * 2 * * A F WF: WI  - wo 8 1 1 e I OY * 
pt 4 9 0 f 
* 


W ay om” A g 


* — Y o a „ Ai N p * 20 of * 
1 23 8 * ? 
2 hy 22 — 


ey TY + + PIT. 
* 2 r 
. * e 


[ 149 ] 


— 


the crimes, the blunders, and the corruptions of pretended 
patriotiſm have deſtroyed the poſſibility of its exiſtence.” 


Some objections were made to the General's remarks ;; 
but Desjardines, who diſcovered more addreſs and artifice 


than the others, obſerved he ſhould go to Paris and render 
an account of his embaſſy, hoping ſoon to ſee Dumourier 


again. They then took their leave of Dumourier, who 


permitted them to go without any hindrance, not thinking 


it worth while to arreſt characters of ſuch trifling impor- 


tance; There is, however, no doubt but that Dumourier 


might have gained entirely the confidence and the patronage 


of the Jacobins, had he been agreeable to the idea of their 


exerciſing the legiſlative functions; and it is, indeed, likely 


that in this inſtance the ſincerity of his temper prevented 


the advantages that might have ariſen from his appearing 


to ſecond their wiſhes. The General received on the ſame 
day a letter from the ſeven commiſſioners of the Conven- 
tion, met at Liſle, and who commanded him to appear 
there before them. and defend himſelf againſt certain accu- 


ſations with which he was charged. Dumourier anſwered, 


that the enemy was in ſight, and that he was importantly 
employed in arranging and re-animating his army, which 
he could not leave for a moment ; but if the commiſſioners 
would come to him at Tournay, he would give them every 
ſatisfaction in his power; and that, for his own part, he 
was determined not to enter Liſle but for the purpoſe of 
puniſhing the daſtards who had abandoned their colours and 
tte army, and who had baſely endeavoured to excuſe them- 
lves by calumniating the principled and the valiant defen- 
ders of France. 
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HAP. XI. 


The French army retreats to the camp of Maulde—Six Fa | 


bin Volunteers attempt to afſa aſſmate Dumaurier—Geueral 
Miaczinſky arreſled, carried to Paris and IN 


cution of Colonel Philip De Vaux. 


A N uncertainty of the fate of the troops at 1 
| created great uneaſineſs in the mind of General 


Dumourier, who apprehended that General Ruault had 
been taken priſoner, while bearing his orders to General 
Maraſſé: it was very tedious and difficult to retreat from 
Antwerp acroſs the Scheldt, and by the extremity of Flan- 
ders: it was however known to Dumourier, that the 


troops at Antwerp out- numbered the enemy in that quar- 


ter. Gertruydenberg and Breda were inveſted by the 
Pruſſians and Dutch, white Colonel My lius had the hold- 
neſs to preſent himſelf before Antwerp, and to ſummon 
that city, though he commanded no more than 2000 irre- 


gular imperial troops. Diſmay and diſorder pervaded the 
part of the French army that were at Antwerp: thoſe who 


had paſſed the Scheldt, inſtead of waiting for the reſt, fled 
to Bruges and Dunkirk, except a ſmall body which halted 
at Ghent with Colonel Thouvenot. A council of war 
had been held at Antwerp on the approach of Colonel My- 
lus, and the retreat of the army there in garriſon, with the 
magazines and effects, was unanimouſly reſolved on. 


Though circumſtances have prevented General Dumou- 


rier from forming an accurate judgment concerning the ſur- 
render of Antwerp; and though the panic of the troops, and 
the apprehenſion of a very large force marching againſt the 


place, may excuſe in a degree the deciſion of the officers; 
| | yer 


for 


ca 7 


8 Þ} 
yet it was an unpardonable fault to ſurrender the citadel, 
which, if given up at all, ought to hate formed an article of 
capitulation diſtinct from the city. The French troops left 
Antwerp on the 28th of March, and entered the territories 
of France in ſmall bodies, being afterwards partly difpoſed 
by General Omoran in the camp of Caſſel, the lines of 
Dunkirk, and the camp of Madelaine in the neighbourhood 
of Liſſe. No advice was received by Dumourier of the 
diſperſion of this important body of troops (amounting to 
20,000 men) till the 29th, and no detail of particulars then 
accompanied the intelligence. By the evacuation of Mons, 
and the diſperſion of General Neuilly's diviſion, the right 
of Dumourier had been expoſed; his left was now in ſtill 


greater danger, and nothing lefs than a complete rout was 


to be expected, ſhould he retreat from the enemy in the 

preſent ſtate of his troops. | 
By theſe conſiderations, he was induced to raiſe the camp 
of Tournay on the 3oth, having previouſly ordered that of 
Maulde to be occupied by General le Veneur. The army 
of the North was directed to encamp in the ſtrong poſition 
of Bruille, and Dumourier ſent General Miaczinfky to oc- 
cupy Orchies, with 4000 men, thereby ſecuring a commu- 
nication with Lifle; and fixed his head-quarters at St. 
Amand, where the artillery was collected. All commu- 
nication between the army, and the garriſons of Breda and 
Gertrydenberg, was interrupted by the capture of Antwerp. 
The amount of the troops, in thoſe places, was 6000 men. 
One half of the army having deſerted, it was extremely im- 
portant to preſerve theſe gartiſons ; and Dumourier, there- 
fore, ſent orders to General De Flers and Colonel Tilly to 
capitulate, on condition of the troops marching, with their 
arms and baggage, to France. The ſuſpenſion. of arms, at 
U 2 | this 
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1 
this period, ſaved the frontier towns of France, which in 
the weakneſs and di ſorders of the army, might doubtleſs have 
been eaſily taken by tne Auſtrian troops. Notwithſtanding 
this ſeries of unfortunate circumſtances, and the conflict of 
political opinions, the French ſoldiers diſcovered an attach- 
ment to Dumourier, and were ſenſible of his unremitted 


_ endeavours to preſerve the army; and this affection to the 
general was chiefly viſible among the troops of the line, 


who knew how to appreciate military merit, and the acti- 
vity of duty, and who were moved with-extreme reſentment 
at the calumnies with which 'the Jacobins loaded Dumou- 
rier ; they wiſhed, like their General, for a limited mo- 


narchy; and the turbulent ſpirit of diſaffection was only 


to be diſcovered in a few battalions of national volunteers. 
The artillery openly declared in favour of Dumourier, and 
it was propoſed, without concealment, to march to Paris, 
and terminate that anarchy, which not only diſtracted the 
interior of France, but had occaſioned all the diſtreſſes of 
the army. It was remarked, by Dumourier, that the greater 
part of the generals in the army manifeſted a concurrence 
with theſe ſentiments. There were ſome, however, who 
intrigued with the Jacabins, and both encouraged and diſ- 
ſeminated the infernal principles of that ſociety among the 
troops. General Dampierre was one of this deſcription, 
and purſued that conduct, with a view of obtaining the ſu- 

perior command. | 
Matters were now haſtening to a deciſion, Lequinio, 
Cochon, and Bellegarde, three Commiſſioners of the Con- 
vention, were at Valenciennes: they treated both Dumou- 
rier and his army as rebels ; ſtopped all ſupplies of money 
and proviſions, and even iſſued an abuſive manifeſto againſt 
the General. General Neuilly, who commanded in Conde, 
was 


EZ. x : 


was avowedly attached to Dumourier ; and the troops in 


that place, amounting to four battalions and a regiment 
of cavalry, diſcovered a ſimilar inclination. The conteſt _ 


was {till more violent at Liſle, : for the National Commiſ- 
ſioners had made it their point of meeting; and the populace, 
who were exceedingly numerous, were prompted by the 
members of the Jacobin Club to domineer over the richer 
and more peaceably diſpoſed inhabitants. The troops of 
the line, influenced by a ſincere attachment to Dumourier, 
had openly murmured at the treatment of their general; 
but being without leaders, they were incapable of forming 
an efficacious plan under theſe diſagreeable circumſtances, 
and every opportunity of corrupting them, by the diſtribu- 
tion of aſſignats, was eagerly taken by the violent party. 
VUnaccuſtomed to be ſcrupulous in their meaſures, the 
perſecutors of Dumourier reſolved, if poſſible, to have him 
aſſaſſinated. Six volunteers of the third battalion of La 
Marne, on the 31ſt of March, demanded permiſſion to ad- 
dreſs the General : they were introduced, and entered with 
their hats on, the back part forwards, on which the word 
Republic was chalked. After making a long and violent 
ſpeech to the General, they concluded by obſerving, that 
they, and many more of the ſoldiers, had determined to 
bring Dumourier to the bar of the Convention, or be the 
inſtruments of his death. The General compoſedly an- 
ſwered, that their expreſſions. were the reſult of an injudi- 
cious zeal ; that the ſtate of France was very unfortunate, 
and that the Republic could not continue to exiſt, in the 
midſt of violence and crimes. While he was thus ſpeaking, 
the volunteers approached, with an apparent deſign to ſur- 


round him ; which they would moſt probably have done, 


but the foremoſt was ſeized by the vigilant and faithful 
| Baptiſte, 
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Baptiſte, who called in the General's guard. Reſiſtance 
was attempted on the part of the volunteers, but in vain, 
The General, however, prevented them from being killed, or 
even ill treated, only ſecuring their perſons by impriſonment. 
This event excited univerſal indignation in the army, and 
various addreſſes were ſigned and ſent to the General, ex- 
preſſive of the attachment of the troops to his perſon, and 
oi their deſire to co-operate with him in reſtoring the con- 
flitution. After this declaration of the troops, and as ho. 
tilities were begun by the ('-5mmiſſioners of the Convention, 
Dumourier conſidered of the means by which he might get 
Conde, Liſle, and Valenciennes, into his hands, not being 
otherwiſe capable of effecting any important operation. 

It was propoſed to Dumourier to affemble the troops of 
the line together, that by their aſſiſtance the national volun- 
teers might be diſarmed and diſbanded. This was a ſcheme 
that might have greatly forwarded the views of the General, 
but he dreaded the blood that might be ſpilt in the attempt, 
2s a bitter animoſity had for ſome time ſubſiſted between the 
troops of the line and the volunteers; there were alſo many 
battalions of the Jatter who had expreſſed a regard for the 
General ; theſe he was unwilling to expoſe to difgrace or 
death; and any exceptions in the execution of the plan 
would, for ſeveral reaſons, have been highly dangerous. 

No example is preferte#@ in hiſtory of any cauſe from 
which the human paſſions have experienced an agitation 
ſimilar to that of the Revolution in France. The grada- 
tions from deſpotiſm to limited monarchy, from the latter 
to republicaniſm, and from that to anarchy, have been re- 
markably rapid. The ſocial feelings have been all ſwal- 
lowed up in this political whirlpool; and, at the preſent 
period, the name of freedom is proſtituted to the moſt op- 

2 preſſive 
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preſſive purpoſes, and a barbarous ferocity uſurps the ho- 
nourable name of national courage! 

The meaſures of Dumourier for reſigring ck to his 
unhappy country would haye been attended with more ſuc- 
ceſs, had he obſerved. an equal indelicacy in the choice of 
means with his enemies the Jacobins: they were accuſtomed 
to corruption and erimes; to oppoſe them with ſucceſs, ſtill 
greater degrees of enormity were neceſſary, and it became 
impoſſible for Dumourier to ſave France without uſing EX» 
pedients which it is now his greateſt pleaſure to reflect that 
he never adopted. Orders were ſeit by Dumourier to 
General Miaczinſky, that he ſhould march his diviſion to Liſle, 
and arreſt the commiſſioners and. the leading demagugues 
among the Jacobins in that city; that he ſhould then proceed 
to Douay, and take the command of that place from General 
Moreton; proclaiming there and at Liſle that the army was 
determined to reſtore the conſtitution of 1789 : he was 
then to proceed by Cambray, and poſt himſelf at Peronne. 
Miaczinſky imprudently and unfortunately communicated 
his inſtructions to ſeveral perſons, and particularly to St. 
George, the celebrated mulatto who commanded a regiment 
of huſlars in the French ſervice, and by whom he was de- 
coyed with a very ſmall eſcort into Liſte. The gates were 
ſhut the inſtant Miaczinſky entered the town: he was after- 
wards conducted to Paris, and periſhed by the guillotine. 
This general was a Pole by birth, and one of the chiefs of 
the confederation at the time of the firſt partition of that 
country, when Dumourier was ſent by the French govern- 
ment to act on behalf of the confederates, During an engage- 
ment with the Raſſtans, Miaczinſky was taken priſoner : 


he claimed an indemnity from France, and Dumourier, as 


ſome ang procured him te rank of major- 
| general, 
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general, and he afterwards ſerved with great credit in the 
French armies. Though courageous in battle, Miaczinſæy 
did not meet death on the ſcaffold with equal fortitude : 


flattered with hopes of life, he was induced to gratify the 
enemies of Dumourier, by making the moſt groſs accuſa. 
tions againſt the General : but even this conduct could not 
fave him, for he had alſo inculpated La Croix, one of the 


heads of a party who have always endeavoured to conceal 


their crimes by murdering their accuſers. 5 
The garriſon of Liſle refuſed to admit the troops of Ge- 


neral Miaczinſky, they therefore wandered on the glacis of 


the town; this circumſtance being known to Dumourier, 
he ſent Colonel Philip De Vaux to conduct them to Or- 


chies or Douay. Through the treachery of a fellow officer, - 


De Vaux was arreſted, conveyed to Paris, and ſuffered 
death: this accompliſhed officer was a native of Bruſſels, 


but had taken part againſt the emperor in the diſturbances 


of the Netherlands. Dumourier having been acquainted 


with him at Paris, made him his aid-de-camp : he poſſeſſed 


ſuperior courage and capacity, a generous and exalted mind, 
combining every quality neceſſary in a oreat commander ; 
his character was not ſullied by his death, in which he af- 
forded a ſtriking example of calmneſs and intrepidity, Ma- 


jor General Ferrand commanded in Valenciennes: he owed 


his promotion to Dumourier, who had firſt given him the 


rank of colonel, and afterwards that of major-general ; this 
officer, who had advanced to an age not much likely to be 


diſturbed by the ebullitions of opinion, had apparently a 
ſtrong attachment to Dumourier ; but, among other extra- 


ordinary inſtances produced by the infernal magick of the 


revolution, he became afterwards a confidant of the Jaco- 
bins, and a violent enemy to the general, L'Ecuyer, the 


grand 


5 
...—* 


. 
* provoſt of the army, had earneſtly deſired Dumou- 
rier to intruſt him with the taſk of arreſting the commiſſi- 
oners at Valenciennes, but as ſoon as he arrived thère, be- 
came their creature, and communicated to them all he knew: 
a circumſtance, ſingularly accidental, led to his execution. 
While at Valenciennes he had carried his duplicity ſo far as 
to write Dumourier a minute account of the meaſures he in- 
tended to adopt in purſuance of his orders; this letter was 
found in the pocket of his great coat, on dr ek be April, 
and its contents proved fatal. | 

By the defection of theſe two officers from the plan of 
Dumourier, he was prevented from making the i important 
acquiſition of Valenciennes, and had no reſource left but an 
endeavour to get Conde into his poſſeſſion. The army de- 
pended for ſubſiſtence entirely on the ſtrong frontier towns, 
and unleſs one of theſe at leaſt could be obtained, it was ne- 
ceſſary to diſband the troops or join the Auſtrians : a com- 
pleat triumph, on the part of the anarchiſts, would have 
been occaſioned by the firſt of theſe meaſures, and the feel- 
ings of the general would not permit him to adopt the other ; 
as a principle of national honour animated both Dumourier 
and the troops of the line. | | 

Dumourier had neither artillery nor inclination 1 to under- 
take a ſiege : he was unwilling that Frenchmen ſhould en- 
gage againſt each other, and ultimately become the prey of 
the foreign ſpectators of the conteſt. The ſituation of the ge- 
peral became every day more critical; the expedient of march- 
ing to Paris depended on a majority in his favour, which, 
by the intrigues of the Jacobins, was rendered now very un- 
certain. His hopes diminiſhed every hour, and though he 
then ſaw his difficulties, without ſuffering them to vanquiſh 


him, at this time the greateſt horror accompanies his 


recollection of the five firſt days of the month of April. 
% _ CHAP. 
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CHAP. XII. 


$ 


| Plan of Clit Dumourier to liberate the Royal: Ve 7 


Frunte— Bvurnonville the Miniſter of Mur, and four Com- 
miſfoners, arrive at Dumourier s Quarters —They attempt to 
' fuſpend the General, who cauſes them to be IO and 
Jen to Tou rnay. 


Scheme had been ppl to 3 Dumourier 

for the ſurpriſal of Valenciennes; to ſavour this pro- 
ject (which afterwards failed by the miſęonduct of a princi- 
pal officer) on the firſt of April the general removed his 
head quarters to St. Amand, which was nearer his army 
and alſo to Conde. By neglecting to. proceed in the firſt 
inſtance to this city, the general committed a great overſight, 
and, perhaps, might impute the derangement of his whole 


meaſures to this circumſtance ; he was, however, ſo buſily 


engaged in attending to the diſpoſition of his army as to be 
entirely unacquainted with the inimical events that had 
taken pla ce at Liſte and Valenciennes. 

This negle& of the General in not fixing his quarters at 
Conde afforded the Jacobins an opportunity of contaminat- 
ing the minds of the ſoldiers in that town ; they filled it 
with their emiſſaries, iſſued proclamations, and diſtributed 
aſſignats among the troops. The 6th regiment of infantry of 
the line, and the Verſailles battalion of national guards, were 
furiouſly attached to the Jacobinical doctrines; they domi- 
neered in the town, and General Neuilly, who was there 
in command, was deceived in believing himſelf maſter of 
the place : unfortunately his repreſentations to Dumourier 
occaſioned the latter to be ſubje& to the fame deception. 
In the Verſailles battalion there was a captain of artillery, 

named 


N po 
named Le Cointre, fon to the deputy of that name, ſo 


celebrated in the Convention. This young man, having 


loudly declaimed againſt the conſtitution and its ſupporters, 
was roughly treated by ſome officers of the dragoous, and 
left the garriſon to complain of this conduct to Dumourier: 
being ſon to one of the moſt furious members of the party 
of the Mountain, the General thought he would be 7 fit 
hoſtage, and ordered him to be arreſted ; and alſo a lieute- 
nant-colonel of the ſtaff, who had made Dumourier the 
ſubje& of his invectives. Theſe, together with the fix 
volunteers, who had attempted to aſſaſſinate the General, 
were ſent to Tournay, with a requeſt to General Clairfait, 
that he would keep them confined in the citadel as hoſtages. 
When La Fayette quitted the army, Lieutenant-General 
Le Veneur left it at the ſame time, but was pardoned and 
reſtored to his rank by the influence of Dumourier: this 
officer now came to the General, and requeſted leave to 
retire from the army ; his pretence was bad health, but 
his real object was to make terms with the anarchalts, 
Dumourier, however, permitted him tb go: the ſame 
liberty was alſo granted to Major-General Stetenhoffen, 
who had obtained his promotion from Dumourier. Ge- 
neral Dampierre, with his diviſion, was at Queſnoy, and 


carried on a treaty with the national commiſſioners. This 


example was followed by Generals Chancel, Roſieres, and 
Kermorvan. Theſe inſtances of treachery penetrated the 


ſoul of Dumourier with grief, as they happened among 


officers who owed their rank to his patronage, and who, 
in appearance, had diſcovered equal eagerneſs with himſelf 
to reſtore the conſtitutional monarchy. Dampierre has 
been killed in battle, and the reſt have ſuffered for their 
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perfidy, having been all diſgraced or puniſhed by the jealous 
ſuſpicion of their employers, FE 

Such a defeQion, among the ſuperior officers, cali not 
fail to operate, in the moſt pernicious manner, on the ſol- 
diery ; and Dumourier now perceived, that, in the doubt. 
ful temper of his troops, it would be extremely dangerous 
to march to Paris. The General's timidity was increaſed 
by another circumſtance—the ſituation of the royal family, 
impriſoned in the temple, Had Dumourier proceeded for 
Paris, fear and rage would doubtleſs have inſtigated the Ja- 
cobins to murder thoſe helpleſs victims; and the mind of 
| Dumourier would have been torn with unccaſing remorſe, 
for having ſuggeſted an expedient, by which ſo nn, 
a cataſtrophe might have been produced. 
To reſcue, if poſſible, the royal priſoners, was Dumou. 
rier's chief conſideration, and in which he was aſſiſted by 
the advice of General Valence. The Duc de Chartres, 
General Thouvenot, Colonel Mountjoye, and Colonel 
Nordmann, of the regiment of Berchiny : theſe two laſt 
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mentioned officers he propoſed ſhould go to Paris with 300 

huſſars, under colour of arreſting deſerters. They were 

alſo to have had diſpatches to the miniſter of war, which 

would have given their expedition an air of buſineſs. 

bis + Aſter proceeding covertly by the foreſt of Bondy, they were 
4 & to reach the priſon by the Boulevard of the Temple, force 
|! ö tze guard, and carry off the royal family, placing each of 4 
4 f them behind an huſſar, and having a carriage ready in the \ 

| A foreſt, to puſh ſpeedily forward to Pont St. Maxence, 

. where they would be received by another body of cavalry 
10 poſted for the purpoſe. 70 
10 But this plan could not be facilitated, without the poſ- tc 
ſeſſion of Liſle or Valenciennes; it was, therefore, obliged alt 


to 


= 1 cj 
to be deferred, though the two worthy officers, Colonel 


Mountjoye and Colonel Nordmann, would willingly have 


embraced the enterprize. Various other unpropitious cir- 
cumſtances increaſed the cruel neceſſity of abandoning the 
attempt of this reſcue, and the only remaining expedient 
was, to get as many hoſtages as poſſible, to reſtrain the ſan- 
guinary violence of the Jacobins. With this view, Gene- 
ral Dumourier had poſted a captain of chaſſeurs, at the head 
of filteen reſolute and truſty men, on the road, between 
Liſle and Douay, for the purpoſe of arreſting couriers, and 
particularly the commiſſioners of the Convention, if they 
ſhould take the road from Liſle to Paris. On the morning 
of the 5th of April, Dumourier received intelligence from 
this officer, that Bournonville, who was paſſing on his road 
to Liſle, had informed him, that he ſhould afterwards pro- 
ceed to the head quarters of his friend the General. Du- 
mourier, who .had received no advice from Bournonville 
concerning this journey, was ſeized with aſtoniſhment, as 
he had been already proſcribed, and had paſſed the line of 
heſitation in his conduct. 


* 


An important interview ſoon followed: early in the even- 


ing two couriers acquainted the General, that the miniſter 
of war, and four commiſſioners from the Convention, were 
approaching. The features of theſe couriers betrayed great 
conſternation ; being interrogated by the ſome of the officers, 
they acknowledged the danger that threatened the General, 
who, they ſaid, was to be conducted, in conſequence of a 
decree, to the bar of the Convention; but that, in fact, he 
would never reach Paris, for aflaſſins were placed on the 
road to murder him. Theſe aſſaſſins, they ſaid, belonged 
to the new-raiſed republican regiments of dragoons and 
huſfars : theſe troops had been treated with a jult ſeverity 
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by Dumourier, becauſe they had diſgraced the cauſe, and 
the army of France, by their W diſorderly, and 
cowardly behaviour. 

The Miniſter of War ſhortly appeared, followed by four 
commiſſioners, whoſe names were Camus, La Marque, 
Bancal, and Quinette. Bournonville, after embracing his 
friend Dumourier, intimated that he and the commiſſioners 
were come to ſignify to the General a decree of the Con- 
vention. | 

General Valence was already preſent with Dumoutiee, 
and the reſt of the ſtaff officers now crowded into the 
apartment. Indignation was diſcovered in their counte- 
nances ; they had ſhared the toils, the defeats, and the vic. 
tories of Dumourier; they concurred alſo in his political 
opinions. The pureſt homage of grateful eſteem is due to 
the generous conſtancy of theſe officers, who could thus 
forego emolument and promotion, to partake the lot of their 
General. The conduct of General Valence ſhould be re- 
corded with peculiar praiſe, for its magnanimity ; he had 
been offered the command of the armies, on condition of ar- 


reſting Dumourier ; this propoſal he not only rejected, with 


difdain, but did not even communicate to the General the 
ſplendid bribe he had fo nobly reſiſted, 

Camus, who ſpoke for the reſt of the commiſſioners, re- 
queited that Dumourier would retire with them, and the 
war minifter, to another room, as there was a decree of the 


Convention to be read, in which he was concerned. The 
General anſwered, that none of his actions had ever de- 
parted from publicity ; that there could be no myltery inthe 


fubjeRt of a decree, paſſed! by 700 perſons ; and that, there. 
fore, he ſaw no reaſon to accede to the requeſt, thinking 
it highly proper, that the officers, who were preſent, ſhould 
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be witneſſes to the whole of the tranſaction. The requeſt, - 


however, being again very reſpectfully urged by Bournon- 
ville, and the other commiſſioners, Dumourier at length 
retired with them to an inner apartment ; but General Va- 
lence alſo entered with him, nor would the ſtaff officers 
permit the door to be ſhut, Camus then preſented the de- 


cree to Dumourier, who, having read it, very calmly ob- 


ſerved, that though he ſhould forbear, within certain limits, 
to cenſure a decree of the Convention, he muſt conſider 
the preſent as containing a very untimely order, the troops 
being in ſuch a ſtate, that he could not leave them with 
propriety ; and that, it would be adviſeable toſuſpend the 
execution of the decree, till he ſhould have properly ar- 
| ranged his army, when he would give, with chearfulneſs, 


every account of his conduct. The General added, that, 
perceiving A power in the decree for the commiſſioners to 


ſuſpend him from his command, in caſe he ſhould refuſe to 
obey its purport, he ſuppoſed that their prudence was ex- 

pected to be ſhewn in this embaſſy, as much as their firm- 
neſs ; that, therefore, he threw himſelf on their diſcretion, 
and, without refuſing obedience, merely required a delay; 
but that, if they were determined to ſuſpend him, he would 


at that moment reſign; a ſtep, which he had frequently de- 


ſired the leave of the Convention to take, Camus replicd, 
that the commiſſioners could not receive the General's re- 
ſignation, having no authority for the purpoſe, and then ob- 
ſerved, © But haw would you act, if your reſignation were ac- 
cepted ©” ee As would become me,” anſwered the General, 
« but de not heſitate to declare to you, that I will not ga to 
Paris, to be ill treated by fanatical preteuders to patriatiſms 
ner to be condemned to death by the Revolutionary Tribunal.“ 
Then ſaid Camus, “ you do nat acknowledge the authority 
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if that 7 ribunal 9 - recognize in it,” replied the Gene. 
ral, «© a tribunal Plocd and of crimes, to which I will neuer 
ſubmit, while I have a fword to defend myſelf ; and I alſo de- 
clare, that if I had the power, I would aboliſh it, as a horr;.. 
ble diſgrace to a free country. The reſt of the Deputies were 
more moderate in their diſpoſitions than Camus ; they uſed 
every endeavour to convince the General that the Conven- 
tion had no animoſity againſt him; that by going to Paris, 
he wonld be able to refute the calumnies of thoſe who re. 
proached him; and that they, and Bournonville, would re- 
main with the army till his return. Quinette even offered 
to accompany the General to Paris, pledging himſelf for his 
perſonal ſecurity. The converfation was then carried on 
with more temper. Bancal, who was a man of education 


and talents, endeavoured to gain the acquieſcence of Du- 


mourier, by alluding to many examples of obedience to the 
Jaws among eminent Grecian and Roman characters. J. 
#s time Sir,” the General anſwered, 70 have done with 
miſtakes ; it is time to forbear degrading the Roman hiſtory, 


and the Roman virtues, into apologies for our abominable crimes, 


Tarquin was not murdered by the Romans; their Republic had 


2 firm government, and laws founded on experience and juſtice 


there was neither a Facobin club, nor a Revolutionary Tribu- 
nal among them. Anarchy new uſurps France: ſanguinary 
miſcreants eagerly demand my life, but I am not willing to pieli 
it. You have ſought fer examples among the Romans; permit 
me to tell you, that though I have often acted the part of De- 
cius, I will never perform that of Curtius.“ | 
Dumourier was then aſſured by the deputies, that neither 
the Jacobins, nor the Revolutionary, Tribunal, was to in- 
veſtigate his conduct; that he was only to appear at the bir 
of the Convention, and that he much miſ-apprehended the 


ſtate of Paris. / PEE the menth of Fanuary at Paris, 
replied. 


: 5 . 165 1 | 
replied the 33 « and ſurely it is not at this time 


more-calm and reaſonable ; your maſt authentic journals in- 


form me, that the Comvention is governed by Marat; the 
Facobins, und the tumultuous emiſſaries of the latter, in 
the galleries and tribunes ; the Convention, if ſo diſpoſed, would 
not have the power to ſave me from tbe fury of thoſe wretches ; 
and, if I could ſo far conquer the reſpect I ve myſelf, as ta 
appear before ſuch judges, my very deportment would provoke 
Igeir condemnation.” Camus again put the queſtion to Du- 


mourier, © You refuſe- then to «bey the decree of the National - 


Convention? The General anſwered, that he had already 
explained his ſentiments. 'He entreated the commiſſioners 
to return to Valenciennes, and from thence to report. to the 
Convention the General's arguments; and the impropriety 
of his leaving the army at this critical period; had they 
yielded to this requeſt, Dumourier believes he ſhould have 
been ſo imprudent as to have allowed them to depart. Ex- 


cept Camus, all of them appeared willing to liſten to the 


General's remonſtrances. One of them ſaid to Dumourier, 
% Recollect that the ruin of the Republic will be occaſroned by 
your diſobedience.” The General anſwered, ** It was declared 
Ly Cambon, in your tribune, and with the loudeſt. applauſe, 
that one man could not determine the fate of the Republic ; it 
is alſo to be obſerved, that we are not entitled to the name of 
| Republicans, for our country is in a flate of the moſt deſperate 


anarchy. T ſolemnly ſwear, that I have no wiſh. to elude en- 


y; I promiſe you, an my honour, giving you as a ſoldier 
the mot invidlable pledge, that when the nation ſhall have a go- 
vernment and laws, I will render a faithful account of my con- 


duct: I will myſelf challenge the fricteſt inve/iigation, but à 


ſurrender of my perſon now, would convict me of inſanity.” 
This conference laſted upwards of two hours, and the 
commiſſioners retired into another room, for the purpoſe 
--- -— 
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of conſulting about their deciſion. Dumourier at that time 
ſuſpected the deſigns and the friendſhip of Bournonville; 
but has fince been informed, from the moſt. reſpectable 
authority, that his fufpicions were groundleſs.: the repeated 
accuſations. of Marat againſt the Miniſter of War, is, 
indeed, an additional proof that he did not t. in his 
; friendſhip to Dumourier.. 
When the commiſſioners had adage hs Bonk 
3 after complaining that Bournonville had not prepared him, 
by any intelligence, for this important interview, requeſted 
him again to join the army, and take the command of the 
. advanced guard. To this ſolicitation Bournonville anſwered, 
4 know that I ſhall be ſacrificed to my enemies : my ſituation 
3s terrible; but I am determined to die at my pa. I perceive 
you have decided an your conduct, and mean to adept a deſperate 
meaſure ; let me intreat you that my fate may not be ſeparated 
from that of the commiſſioners.” * Aſſuredly it ſhall nt,” 
replied the General, and [ believe that permiſſion will 
ultimately prove an eſſential favour.” Dumourier, accom- 
165 panied by Valence and Bournonville, returned to the 
11 officers, who had waited with impatience for the reſult of 
| fo long a conference. The General did not immediately 
acquaint them with the reſolution he had taken; but has 
ſince learned from thoſe officers, that if he had conſented 
to go to Paris, it was their intention to prevent the journey 
by force. On the firſt arrival of the commiſſioners, the | 
regiment of Berchiny was drawn up in the court-yard, and 
Dumourier had commanded Colonel Nordmann to ſelect 
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an officer and thirty men in whom he could place confi- a 
dence, holding them in readineſs to execute his orders. 4 
While the deputies had retired to deliberate, Dumourier 5 of 
met, in walking, Doctor Menuret, Surgeon to the Army, th 


2 and 


1 
and ſaid to him with an air of gaiety, Mull Ductor, what 


remedy is to be applied to this wound To which the other 


quickly anſwered, ** the ſame as luſ year in the camp at 
Maulde, a grain of diſobedience.” The deputies returned 
in about an hour, when Camus, in a tone of agitation, 
faid to Dumourier harſhly, “ Citizan General, are you ready 
to go with us 10 Paris, in obedience to the derree of the Na- 
tional Convention?” Not at this inflant,” was'Dumourier's 
reply. Then,” ſaid Camus, « 7 ſuſpend you from the 


command of the armies ; T forbid all perſons to obey you : an 
command every one to aſſſi in your arreftation: I will go myſelf 


and place the ſeals on your papers.” Indignant murmurs 
were then heard. Tell me the names of thoſe perſons,” ſaid 
Camus, angrily pointing to the officers around him. The 
General anſwered, . That they will do themfebves.” © Thers 
is not ſufficient time,” replied Camus in confuſion, «* 
demand all your papers.” Dumonrier now perceived that the 
emotion of his officers had riſen to a crilis ; and to pre- 
vent their being betrayed into raſhneſs, he reſolved to finiſh 
the converſation, ſaying, with a firm voice, It 1s time 
to put an end 19 ſuch intolerable inſolence. He then, in the 
German language, commanded the huſſars to enter, and 
ordered the officer to arreſt the four commiſſioners without 
any injury to their perſons, and alſo Bournonville, the Mi- 
niſter ; but to leave the latter his arms. It was obſerved 
by Camus, General Dumourier, you are going to defirey the 
| Republic,” 4 Say rather,” replied the General, (it is 
yourſelf, iraſcible and obflinate old man.” | 
The deputies were conducted into another room, and 
after having dined were conveyed to Tournay, under the 
_ eſcort of a ſquadron of the Berchiny huſſars. Along with 
them Dumouricr diſpatched a letter to General Clairfait, 
2 ſtating 
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Rating, that he had ſent him pledges of reſponſibility for 
the conduct of the Pariſian factions, and deſiring that the 
miniſter of war might be treated with more enten than 
| the reſt of the commiſſioners. 

Upon the whole it will appear, that W 88 
was compelled to adopt this meaſure of arreſting the De- 
puties, and alſo to put them in the hands of the Auſtrians, 
having himſeif no place of ſecurity in which he could con- 

| fine them: it is, however, - to be remembered, that the 

Prince of Cobourg having conſented to act as auxiliary to 

General Dumourier in eſtabliſhing the "Conſtitution of 

France, and in effecting the ſafety of the Royal Family, 

the deputies were in fact the priſoners of Dumourier, and 

particularly as far as their being hoſtages might have aſſiſted 

the latter purpoſe, for the accompliſnment of which the 

General had long and earneſtly wiſhed. The abſurdity, 

precipitation, and bl indneſs of the French Convention is 

viſible throughout this tranſaction. It may alſo be obſerved, 

that Camus, the moſt haughty and inflexible of the four 

deputies, diſcovered great rancour againſt the unfortunate 

Louis 'XVI. and came poſt from the Liege to Paris in 

4 order to vote for his death. On the preſent occaſion, he 

mad precipitately left the frontier of the country, in order to 

_. procure a decree for the purpoſe of arreſting the General, 

This decree he dictated, and deſired to execute it himſelf : his 

behaviour during the conference has been already deſcribed, 

and it was doubtleſs by his auſtere and unrelenting diſ- 

poſition, that the other commiſſioners were prevented from 

embracing the advice of Dumourier, and returning to 
Valenciennes. | 
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CH AP. XIII. 


 Formidable attempt to afſaſſmate the Gmeral—E is Interview 
with Colonel Mack— He returns to the Army—Departs 
with ſome faithful l and ade 5 the A i: 


Duarters. 


poſſible after the arreſt of the deputies/ to icquaint 
Colonel Mack with the circumſtance, and to fix the time 
and place for another conference. Being alſo informed, 


that a congreſs of the Allicd Powers was ſhortly to be held 
at Antwerp, he ſent General Valence to Bruſſels for the 


purpoſe of being nearer the vicinity of the congreſs. The 
whole of the night was employed by Dumourier in com- 
poſing a ſhort manifeſto, in which he recited the events of 
the day, and ſtated his reaſons for arreſting the commiſſion- 
ers; inſiſting, particularly, on the neceſſity of procuring 
hoſtages, to prevent the Jacobins from adding to their 
enormous crimes. This manifeſto was digeſted the follow- 
ing morning, when Dumourier went to the camp and 


explained the whole of his conduct, in an addreſs to the 


troops, who received him with enthuſiaſtic approbation. He 
then went to St. Amand, where the corps of artillery was 
poſted, and was there welcomed in a manner equally grati- 
fying, though much pains had been taken by the Jacobins 
to corrupt theſe latter troops. 
Dumourier reſolved to pals the night at St. Amand, to 
evince the confidence he placed in the artillery corps: a 
that place he received the anſwer of Colonel Mack, = 


which it was agreed that the Prince of Cobourg, the Arch- 


Duke Charles, and the Baron de Mack, ſhould meet Du- 
mourier 


Tourer ſent Colonel Montjoye 'as ſoon as 
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mourier the next morning, between Bouſſu and Conde, to 
determine on the movements of the two armies, and the 
number of Auſtrian troops which, in caſe of neceſſity, were to 
be ready to aſſiſt the Generals plans. On the 3d of April the 
whole day paſſed with tolerable tranquillity among the troops, 
who (except a few battalions of national volunteers) were 
unanimouſly ſatisfied with Dumourier's conduct. For the 
purpoſe of baniſhing intrigue and cabal, and of removing the 


ſoldiers from the ſuſpicious neighbourhood of Valenciennes, 


the General intended on the 5th to take a new poſition by 
Orchies, which would alſo have enabled him to menace Liſte 
and Douay, Had the General taken this poſition before, it 
is probable that his meaſures would have been more ſuc- 
ceſsful ; but ſo much depending on the diſpoſition of the 


troops, and the national character being ſo extremely ca- 


pricious, it is difficult now to pronounce what effect would 
have reſulted in ſuch circumſtances. The very defection 
of the troops from Dumourier, however ſudden and abrupt, 
is in ſome degree to be admired : they were armed for the 
defence of their country ; they ſaw their General negotiate 
with the enemy ; he had only been able to explain to them 
his motives in general terms, and they imagined themſelves 


betrayed, being unconſcious of the ſtipulations made by 


Dumourier for their ſafety and the honour of France. The 
Genera], relying entirely on their attachment, never at- 
tempted to influence their opinions by force or corruption. 
The impreſſion made by his words was therefore eaſily 
effaced; and the vigilant activity of the Jacobins more cal- 
culated to -ſucceed. Previous to Dumourier's removal to 
Orchies, he ſaw the neceſſity of making himſelf maſter of 
that fortreſs, in order to regulate the movements of the 
Auftrians, his treaty with whom it would have been im- 

| proper 
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proper to avow, till he could acquaint his troops with the 
whole of the tranſaction, and have begun to march to Paris. 
On the morning of the 4th the General departed from St. 
Amand for Conde, leaving General Thouvenot at the 
former place to regulate the projected movement, and 
watch the temper of the troops. Dumourier had ordered 
an eſcort of 50 huſſars to attend him, but not arriving fo 
ſoon as he expected, and the time for his conference with the 
Prince of Cobourg drawing near, he left one of his Aides- de · 


Camp to follow him with the eſcort, and departed with the 
Duc de Chartres, Colonel Montjoye, Colonel Thouvenot, 
ſome Aides- de-Camp, and eight huſſars, in all a company 

of about 30 perſons. Between Freſnes and Doumet, and 


within half a league of Condẽ, he met an officer, who was 
ſent by General Neuilly to inform bim, that there was 2 
commotion in the garriſon, and that it would not be prudent 
for the General to enter the place till it ſhould be ended, 
whether favorably to him or not. General Dumourier ſent 
back the officer, with an order, that the 18th regiment of 
cavalry. ſhould be diſpatched from Conde to Doumet for 
the purpoſe of eſcorting him. A ſhort time before; he had 
overtaken three battalions of volunteers, who were marching 
with their baggage and artillery towards Condé: having 
given no orders for this movement of the battalions, he 
_ demanded with ſurpriſe of their officers where they were 
marching; they anſwered to Valenciennes. The General 


obſerved, that the place they had named was at their back, 


and that they were going towards Conde. He had ſtopped by 
a ditch to let this column paſs, and being at the time he 
ſpoke thoſe words in the midſt of the troops, he has 
ſince greatly wondered that he was not then arreſted by 
them. The officer from General Neuilly arrived with the 
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meſſage that has been mentioned, while theſe battalions 
were in ſight. Dumourier compared in his mind their 
ſtrange movement with the ſtate of the garriſon of Conde, 
and withdrew an hundred paces from the high road, deſigning 
to enter the firſt houſe in Doumet, and write an order for 
the return of the three battalions to their camp at Bruille: 
at this moment the head of the column ſuddenly quitted the 
high road, and ran with hideous ſhouts and cries towards 
the General, who remounted his horſe, and rode to a broad 

ditch beyond which was a marſhy ground: he then heard = 
the words, /iop, flop, accompanied with loud inſults 
and reproaches. This made him determine to paſs the ditch, 
but his horſe refuſing to leap, he was obliged to clear it on 
foot, and had ſcarcely got over, when a diſcharge of fire 
arms ſucceeded the former noife. All the column of troops 
was in motion, the head and the centre endeavouring to 
overtake the General, and the rear to get between bim and 
the camp of Bruille, to which he bent his courſe. Du- 
mourier was now on foot, and in a moſt dangerous ſitua- 
tion. The Baron de Scomberg, throwing himſelf from his 
horſe, inſiſted that the General ſhould mount it: this 
Dumourier refuſed, becauſe it would have been at the 
eminent hazard of the Baron's life: he was at laſt prevailed 
to mount a horſe belonging to a ſervant of the Duc de 
Chartres, and who being very active eſcaped on foot. 
The General's horſe was taken by the volunteers, and 
triumphantly carried to Valenciennes: two domeſtics of the 
General and two huffars were killed. Colonel Thouvenot 
Had two horſes killed under him, and was at length ſaved 
by mounting behind Baptiſte ; the latter (ſtill Dumourier's 
faithful attendant) had alſo two horſes ſhot dead under him. 


Cantin, ſecretary to the General, was taken and executed. 
This 


E 

This unfortunate young man poſſeſſed great abilities, cou- 
rage, and patriotiſm. More than 10, ooo ball were diſ- 
charged by the battalions in this odious attempt to aſſaſſinate 
their General. Dumourier being unable to regain the 
camp of Bruille, proceeded along by the Scheldt; he was 
yet purſued, though not ſo cloſely as before: he got at laſt 
to a ferry, at a ſmall diſtance from the village of Wihers, 
in the Auſtrian territory, and there, along with five other 
perſons, he croſſed the river. The reſt of the company 


that were with the General got to the camp of Mautde, 


though in much danger from a fire of muſquetry. When 
Dumourier had paſſed the river, he went on foot over a 
moraſs to a houſe in the neighbourhood, into which he was 
at firſt refuſed admittance, but after mentioning his name, 
was received by the worthy owner with great cordiality. 
He then proceeded on foot to Bury, where the Auſtrian 


dragoons of La Tour were quartered : from that place 


he wrote to Colonel Mack, and then took ſome refreſh- 
ment, which he greatly wanted, The General was now 
Joined by Baptiſte, who had paſſed through the camp, 
ſpreading every where the alarming news of this event. In 
the courſe of the day it was made known to Dumourier, 
by Faptiſte and others, that the reſt of the ſoldiers were 
entirely ignorant of the deſertion and ſanguinary attempt 
of the three battalions, who had been, in conſequence, 
purſued by the eſcort of huſſars, and ſorne other cavalry, 
but by ſuddenly wheeling, had eſcaped to Valenciennes: it 
was told the General that his return to the camp was de- 
manded by the troops with the greateſt inquietude. The 
day was too far advanced for Dumourier to join his army, 
he therefore waited for Colonel Mack, to explain to him 
the cauſe of his not having becn able to julfil the mornui g 

. appointment. 
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appointment. In the evening Colonel Mack arrived, and 
Dumourier, after relating the danger he had eſcaped, ob. 
ferved, that this attempt at aſſaſſinating him was only the 
crime of a few diſſolute battalions of national volunteers; 
that it was deteſted by all the regular troops of the army ; 
that they were impatient for his return to manifeſt their 
attachment, and that he ſhould certainly take the advantage 
of this diſpoſition, by going to the camp in the morning, in 
order to lay open his original plan to the W and purſue 
it with their co-operation. 

Military courage was perfectly familiar to Colonel Mack, 
but that accompliſhed officer has ſince confeſſed, that Du- 
mourier's refolution to go back to the camp exhibited a 
ſpecies of bravery, to him infinitely more wonderful than 
any that could appear in the ſcene of battle. Part of the 
night was employed by the General and Colonel Mack, in 
digeſting the Prince of Cobourg's proclamation, which, 
together with that of Dumourier, appeared the following 
day. It was expreſſed by the Prince of Cobourg in his 
manifeſto, that he was now but an auxiliary to Dumourier, 
tor the purpoſe of aſſiſting the General (whoſe principles 
he thoroughly approved) in his endeavours to reſtore the 
French Conſtitution. This proclamation of the Prince of 
Cobourg has been cenſured, but with great injuſtice, for 
much real advantage and true glory might have been gained 
by the Auſtrians in co-operating with Dumourier, and by 
that means avoiding the expence, loſs of time, and effuſion 
of blood unavoidably attendant on a war againſt France, if 
conducted on other views and principles. 

At break of day on the 5th of April, Dumourier with 
an eſcort of 50 Auſtrian dragoons proceeded to the advanced 
ouard of the camp of Maulde, where he was received with 
every 


Ly 

every token of joy and affection: he then deſigned to pro- 
ceed for St. Amand, and prepare for the removal of the 
troops to Orchies. While he entered the city, he was 
informed by one of his Aides-de-Camp, who came on full 
gallop, that the artillery had been told by the Emiſſaries 
of the Jacobins, that Dumourier was drowned in attempting 
to paſs the Scheldt, and fly to the Auſtrians; that in 
conſequence of this intelligence, they had ſent a deputation 
to Valenciennes, and were now going to march there, 
having previouſly driven away their generals. From the im- 
pulſe of paſſion Dumourier would inſtantly have attacked St. 
Amand with the troops by which he was eſcorted ; he was, 


however, ſoon convinced by his officers of the dangerous 


impropriety of this meaſure, 'as having no infantry, his 
_ eſcort would be expoſed to deſtruction by the fire of the 
artillery. Shortly afterwards the corps of artillery went 
into Valenciennes, but the equipages of the officers, and the 
treaſure of the army ſtill remaining in the city without any 
guard, Dumourier commanded them to be brought after 
him to Rumegies, a village within half a league from his 
camp, and which was protected by a part of his advanced 
guard. The prime and ſtrength of the French army con- 
ſiſted in the artillery corps; and when its defection became 
known, the camps were filled with confuſion and dread, 
and great numbers of the officers and troops followed their 
example. General la Marliere in particular had pretended 
che utmoſt diſlike of the Jacobins ; he was the confidential 
friend of General Valence, who in departing for Bruflcls 
entruſted all his baggage and effects to the care of la Marliere, 


deſiring that he would fend them to Tournay, but the 


latter deſerted to Valenciennes, and applied all the General's 
property to his own uſe, 
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The defeCtion of the troops in the camp was made known 
to Dumovrier while he was at Rumegies dictating or- 
ders to the different corps of the army; it was, therefore, 
neceſſary for the General to think of his own ſafety. He 
went on horſeback, and without any eſcort, to the quarters 
of General Clairſait at Tournay; being accompanied by 
General and Colonel Thouvenot, the Duc de Chartres, 
Colonel Montjoye, and Lieutenant-Colonel Barrois, a few 
other officers, aud ſome aides-de-catyp. 

In an hour afterwards the whole regiment of Berchiny, 
fiſty cuiraſſiers, and half a ſquadron of the huſſars of Saxe, 
followed, bringing with them the equipages of the General 
and ſtaff officers; but Dumourier's ſaddle-horſes had been 
ſtolen by one of his grooms, who deſerted. 

The troops mentioned, together with others that followed 
the General, amounted neai!y to ſe'en hundred horſe and 
eight hundred infantry; they were the brave and faithful 
companions of Numourier in victory and in misfortune, and 
they followed his fate, without the leaſt influence of ſolici- 
tation. None of the General's orders had been executed 
in the coniuſion occaſioned by his departure: it was the 
Eth before Lieutenant-Ce-neral Vouille, who had the com- 
rand of the advanced guard, received the order to withdraw 
the troops rom the camp of Maulde, and which it was by 
that time not in his power to perform; he therefore retired 
to Tournay. The ſame ſtep was taken by Major-General 
Neuilly (who had been compclled to leave Conde), Major- 
General De Bannes, Second, De Dumas, and ſeveral of 
the chief officers of the volunteer battalions. Lieutenant- 
Genera! Maraſſe, Major- Generals Ruault and Berneron, 
with Colonel Arnaudin, arrived at the ſame place ſhortly 
afterwards, 


Two 
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Two millions of livres in ſpecie was in the treaſury of 
the army: a battalion of chaſſeurs had conveyed it from 
St. Amand to Furnes, between Conde and Valenciennes: 
they thought of ſharing it among themſelves ; but being 
likely to fall out on the ſubject, they determined to make 
2 merit of conducting it to Valenciennes. They were pur- 
ſued by a ſquadron of the dragoons of Bourbon, headed by 
Soliva, one of the commiſſaries of the Ardennes : the trea- 
ſured was retaken on the glacis of Valenciennes ; but the 
dragoons were compelled to abandorr it at Furnes, being 
preſſed by new battalions. The ſituation of the General 
would have been very different had this money been ſecured; 
for the ſmall army, compoſed of the troops by which he 
was followed, would ſoon have been increaſed in numbers, 
Dumourier being able to provide for their ſupport. The 
General has frequently been charged with applying the 
treaſure of the army to corrupt the troops : facts, and his 
conſcience, acquit him of the crime; though to the leader 
of a party it would have been an expedient highly ſervice- 
able. Dumourier, who could not ſtoop to the arts and the 
villainies of a demagogue, would probably, under a ſettled 
government, have performed with ſucceſs the functions of 
n ambaſſador. or a general; but the violent convulſions of 
his country have taken irom her the ſervice of talents, that, 
in a pardonable egotiſm, may be ſaid to have been cultivated 
with care, and exerciſed with advantage. An opportunity 


of ruling the affairs and deſtiny of France was a flattering 
bribe to ambition; but Dumourier would not accept it at 
the price of moral principle: and he now experiences 
great felicity in reflecting that he has failed in his meaſures, 
from a repugnance to the crimes that became neceſſary to 
Inſure ſucceſs, 


CHAP, 


Geral Dnmourier and Colonel Mack arrive at Mons — Cn. 
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CHAP. XIV. 


greſs held at Antwerp —The Prince of Cobourg's ſecond 
Proclamation Dumourier departs fer Bruſſels. : | 


| * was directed by General Clairfait, that the troops 


which might arrive from Dumourier's army, ſhould be 
cantoned in the villages about the town of Leuze, where 
the French officers were to reſide. The General, attended 


by the Duc de Chartres, Colonel Thouvenot, Colonel 


Montjoye, and Lieutenant Colonel Barrois, ſet out for 
Mons, paſſing through Bury, to confer with the officer in 
command at the advanced poſt of the Auſtrians, about pro- 
tecting the retreat of ſuch French ſoldiers as fhould be 4. 


poſed to join the Imperial army. 


The truce had been faithfully kept by the Auſtrians, who 


might have entirely deftroyed the French army in the con- 
fuſion of the 5th of April; and who, much to their credit, 


afterwards received the French refugees in the moſt gene- 
rous and cordial manner. 

At Bury Dumourier found Colonel Mack, and ty 
departed together in the General's carriage for Mons, They 
agreed that Conde ſhould be immediately beſieged by the 
Auſtrian army, and that it ſhould be ſummoned to ſurrender 
in the name of General Dumourier. The General wrote 
the ſummons accordingly, and ſent it to the head quarters 
of the Imperialiſts. It was alfo agreed, that the French 
officers and ſoldiers who had left the army with Dumourier, 
having loſt their military cheſt, ſhould be put on the ſame 


. eſtabliſhment with thoſe in the Auſtrian ſervice; that a re- 


turn of them ſhould be made for that purpoſe ; that the Im- 
perial 


: E 

perial treaſury ſhould advance 30,000 flotins, to be put into 
the hands of the French ſtaff officers for the pay of the 
troops, and that Dumourier ſhould have the rank and eſta- 
bliſhment of General of artillery. This advance of 30,000 
| Horins, was to be conſidered as a loan to the party of 
Dumourier, who engaged to reimburſe it on the firſt 
progreſs that ſhould be made in their conſtitutional ex- 
pedition. | 

Agreeably to theſe arrangements Dumourier, by the order 
of the Prince of .Cobourg, prevented 10,000 florins to be 
advanced to the French refugee ſoldiers at Leuze, as this 
would probably be a ſufficient temporary ſupply before enter- 
ing France. From motives of delicacy, the General was 
unwilling to aſk for the whole ſum agreed to be advanced; 
it was alſo determined, that the General ſhould reſide at the 
Abbey of St. Ghiſlain, near the Quarters of the Prince of 
Cobourg, at Bouſſu, till he and his troops were ready for 
the undertaking. Here Dumourier cannot omit the duty 
of avowing his gratitude to the principal officers of the 
Auſtrian army, for the kind and reſpectful treatment they 
ſhewed him; to them Dumourier appeals for a teſtimony 
of the integrity and frankneſs of every part of his conduct 
that paſſed under their obſervation. About this period, a 
friendſhip was contracted between Colonel Mack and 
General Dumourier; a friendſhip, which on the part of 
the latter, time will never diminiſh : every amiable quality 
together with the higheſt military talents, are centered in 
Colonel Mack, and juſtly account for the great inf uence of 
his opinions in the Imperial army. 

The reception of Dumourier at Mons, Tournay, and 
through the whole country was very flattering, and evinced 


the gratitude of the inhabitants for the care and order with 
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which the General conducted the retreat of his army from 


Holland. Dumourier, while miniſter of foreign affairs, had 
prevented an unjuſt confiſcation of the property of the 
Prince of Lambeſc-Lorraine, and of the Princeſs of Vaude- 
mont: the former now took an opportunity of expreſſing 
to the General his grateful recollection of that eſſential 


ſervice. 


The Prince of Cobourg and Colonel Mack PUBL on 
the 5th of April, to be preſent at the congreſs which was 
to be held at Antwerp, and from whence the Prince re- 


turned on the evening of the 8th : thoſe two days were 
ſpent by Dumourier among his fellow refugees, for whom 
he had procured an eſtabliſhment in the Imperial ſervice : the 


command of theſe troops was taken by General Vouille, 


and Dumourier, with the aſſiſtance of General Thouvenot, 
endeavoured to reform them according to the Auſtrian 
diſcipline. The General quitted them on the evening of 
the 8th, feeling a preſentiment that he ſhould never return 


to his companions in misfortune : he arrived at Mons on the 


morning of the gth, and found the Prince of Cobourg 
proceeding for his head quarters. Dumourier accompanied 


the Prince, converſing with him on the ſtate of their affairs, 


and in the evening he went to occupy the quarters appointed 
for him at the Abbey of St. Ghiſlain. 
On the oth of April, in the morning, Dymourier re- 
ceived a proclamation of the Prince of Cobourg, dated the 
gth, and by which the former proclamation of the 5th 


was intirely annulled. This ſecond proclamation declared, 
that henceforward the Prince of Cobourg was to carry on 


war againſt France, on account of the Emperor, and hold 


ſuch towns as he might capture, by right of conque?, and 


with a view to ultimate indemnificat ion. 5 


_ —_ 


(. 882. } 
By this meaſure all hopes of the exertions of the conſti- 
tutional party were deſtroyed, and the combined powers in 
appearing to be influenced by the rapacity of conqueſt, have 
conſolidated the opinions of the French armies in favour of 
the republic, the aſſertion and ſupport of which they now 
conceive to be the only means of ſaving their country. Thif 
proclamation, ſo injurious to the credit and ſucceſs of the 
campaign, was iſſued by the deciſion of the miniſters of the 
confederate powers at the congreſs of Antwerp. Dumou- 
rier now perceived that the plan he bad concerted with the 
Auſtrians was abortive and without making uſeleſs re- 
mo ſtrances, he determined to act conſiſtently with prin- 
ciple, and the character he had hitherto. maintained, | 
P:oceed:ng directly to the quarters of the Prince of Co- 
bur, the general obſerved, that he chearfully acknow- 
le eil the obligations under which the kindneſs of the prince 
had laid him, and that he hoped ſtil} to retain his favoura- 
ble opinion; but that it was by no means his intention to 
aſſiſt in diſmembering the country of France, ſuch a pro- 
ceeding being totally different from the object of the treaty 
he had before the honour to conclude with the Prince; on 
that account he requeſted to decline any further public con” 
nection with the Imperial army. This delicacy in the con- 
duct ot Dumourier excited new tokens of eſteem and ap- 
probation from the Prince of Cobourg, the Arch Duke 
Charles, and Colonel Mack. The general then ſet out for 
Bruſſels, but previous to his departure, had the ſatisfact ion of 
being aſſured that his faithful officers and troops would be 
properly treated, and retain their 1ank in the Auſtrian army. 
When Dumourier arrived at Bruſſels, he communicated 
the reaſons for his conduct to Count De Metteraich, the 
Emperor's miniſter in the Netherlands, from whom he re- 
ceived a paſſport for Germany, after experiencing the moſt 
Lind and friendly treatment. 
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CHAP. XV. 


The ana 's Memoirs a Political 3 ts 
His advice to the W OY, on the 
State of France. 


HE memoirs of Dumourier are now ended, by the re- 
lation of every public event in which the General' 
* been concerned; and perhaps the calumny, perſecution, 
and danger, which have attended the ſubſequent part of his 
life, may afford materials for another addreſs to the world, 
at a future period. It has not been the temper of Dumou- 
fier to hate even his enemies, the different claſſes of whom 
have been diſtinguiſhed either in aſperſing his character, 
attempting his life, or ungenerouſſy — him a place of 
ſhelter, 
The behaviour of the firſt he conſiders as the reſult of 
an ignorance of the true ſtatement of thoſe extraordinary 
circumſtances which have accompanied his public career ; 
the ſanguinary attempts of the ſecond, he attributes to a 
blind political fanaticiſm, unreſtrained in its fury by the 
cleareſt reaſon, and the beſt intentions; prejudice and evil 
report, induſtriouſly ſpread, have doubtleſs occaſioned him 
to be conſidered as a dangerous character by the third. 
Many emigrants, and miniſters of foreign courts, have 
aſſerted the probability of Dumourier's changing his opini- 
ons, again heading the French armies, and aſſiſting, by his 
talents, to prolong the reign of anarchy. The proſcription 
that has baniſhed him from France, and the proclamations, 
in which he has fo fully and forcibly ſtated his ſentiments, 
ought to preclude, and will, in every candid mind, prevent 
the ſhadow of ſuch a ſuſpicion. Dumourier does not heſi- 
tate to declare, that he loves his country, even in the midſt 


of its exceſſes ; for which, in proportion to the ardency of 
2 his 


( 83 ] 
ls patriotic feelings, he i is afflicted with the deepeſt ſottow. 
He abhors, and has freely invoked the puniſhment of heaven 
upon the wretches, whoſe crimes have diſtracted and diſho- 
noured France; but the delirium of the whole people he 
views with a kinder and pitying regret, and is ſhocked at the 
apparent diſtance to the end of a war, the continuance of 
which is ſo repugnant to humanity. The reſtoration of 
order, in France, is a moſt deſirable object; but till the 
motives of thoſe who profeſs to have undertaken the taſk, be 
very ſatisfactorily explained, the inhabitants of that country, 
however they may wiſh to repoſe from internal tumult, will 
give little credit, and ſtill lefs co-operation, to the efforts of 
external inference. The diviſions, and mutual hatred, known 
to exiſt between the different claſſes of emigrants, takes no 
ſmall degree of reputation from their cauſe, and renders ſtill 
farther diſtant the probability of their being able to bring 
their countrymen to reaſon. The firſt claſs is headed by 
the princes of the houſe of Bourbon; it conſiſts of courtiers, 
dignified eccleſiaſtics, and thoſe who filled the principal par- 
liamentary and financial offices; the perſecuting frenzy of 
the Jacobins has driven, and the habitual influence of high 
rank has attracted the inferior nobles to the ſupport of this 
party. The ſecond claſs ſeems to rank under the ſtandard 
of the brave, the loyal, and unfortunate Fayette: theſe con- 
{iſt of perſons who were actuated by the reaſonable wiſh of 
eſtabliſhing a conſtitutional monarchy, a conſiderable partof 
them were members of the firſt national aſſembly ; and there 
is no doubt that though they endeavoured to extend the li- 
mits of popular freedom, they were equally averſe from diſ- 
order and acceſs, as from deſpotiſm itſelf: theſe well in- 
tentioned patriots were ſoon ſacrificed to the Jacobinical in- 
trigues and violence of Paris. To the notions of equality 
they had propagated, the populace gave a literal and abuſive 


inter- 


E 


interpretation, by which. every attempt to dies: * 
and liberty was licentiouſiy oppoſed. The third claſs f 
3 emigrants are chiefly compoſed of Dumourier, his military 
ib 11 5 ſriends, and thoſe members of the convention who voted 
\ | againſt the death of the king: they are ſcarcely to be dif- 
' tinguiſhed from the ſecond, but by a period of emigration - 
hi EL. ſomething later. The firſt claſs are juſtly cenſurable for ® 
1 their attachment to the faults of the old deſpotiſm, and 
ſor their haughtineſs, frivolity, and extravagance, even in 

=_ the predicament of exile, The ſecond and third claſſes | 

#44 | | between whom there exiſts but a ſhade of difference in prin- 


4 tl ciple) by a cordial union might conſiderably aſſiſt in re- 
4 ſtoring peace and order to their unhappy country. Da © :# 
1 all deſcriptions of Emigrants Dumourier thinks it his du- 

4 * ö ty to give this advice: that it is at leaſt not conſiſtent wh 2 —R 
1-3 prudence to brand an immenſe majority of twenty-five mil- 
WER lions of people with the name of Rebels. Such a conduct muſt, 
tit | inevitably tend to irritate rather than ſoothe the diſtractions of 
114 France, which, though threatened with a war- breathing ven- 
7 geance, by thoſe who have always been its political enemies, 
11 : | ought to be approached with tenderneſs and caution by indivi- 
fl 1 * duals, who have received their birth within its territory. 
þ 4 l In thefe Memoirs it has been the object of Dumourier not 
| 5 to depart from candour and truth; for while he reprobates, 
| Ni 3 with the moſt ſincere abhorrence, every criminal tranſaction 
7 1 that has diſgraced the Revolution, he does not ſcruple to de- 


clare, that neither the crimes of faction, nor the errors of the _ | 
people, ſhall prevent him from feeling an attachment to the 
I«4 intereſts of France; the impulſe of which would at any time $3 
t 14 induce him to ſacrifice his life upon the leaſt proſpect of”, 
1 honourable advantage to his country. 
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